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Commissioning a New Hospital 


THE OXFORD REGIONAL HOSPITAL BOARD’S recently pub- 
lished report entitled ‘Commissioning a New Hospital’ 
(summarised in our last issue) describes the work in the 
translation of their proposals for the first stages of the 
new Princess Margaret Hospital at Swindon into a working 
unit. 

This publication was made possible by a generous grant 
from the Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust to the Board, 
and both these promoters are to be congratulated on the 
presentation of a report which presents to the Hospital 
world, which suffers already from a surfeit of words and 
too little deeds, a factual statement on the agonies and 
pleasures of giving birth to this first stage of the develop- 
ment of the new hospital. The report is the work of 
DR. J. A. ODDIE, the Deputy Senior Administrative Officer 
of the Board, who makes generous acknowledgments to 
the staff of the Board and Hospitals Management Com- 
mittee in the help they have given him in this report. 

Dr. Oddie’s simple words convey pleasing balance of 
pride in achievement with a humility for the inevitable 
and notably future mistakes. Like its namesake, the 
Board as well as the ‘Group’ obviously feel that 
confession is good for something or another. This may 
be due to the environment of a University City or to the 
ever-fruitful flow of the Isis, whose abundance especially 
this year has been noteworthy, and the spate of ideas let 
loose by this report will be welcomed by all. 

Tributes have already been paid to the design and 
building of the new hospital in the technical Press and 
require no further comment here. In fact the present 


report takes most of this for granted. The story begins 
with the well-known difficulties in getting a scheme of 
this kind promoted at all, and it reminds that, after 
approval for the new hospital had been given, nine years 
passed before the first stage was ready to receive patients. 

This raises the question as to whether the new schemes 
proposed by the Minister will be affected by the same 
malaise or whether there are in fact arrangements made 
at the Ministry level to expedite the process of getting 
new hospitals launched. Unfortunately there are no pro- 
posals in this report which show clearly how the Board 
can contribute to the speedy erection of the new hospitals 
without conformation to a system of committees. The 
Provost of King’s College, Cambridge, in a recent article 
called ‘ The Sociology of Slowness’ emphasises once more 
what every man feels—that whatever are the virtues of 
committees they are not necessarily the way to get things 
done quickly or with new or novel ideas. 

It is perhaps true to say that the’ experience of the 
Oxford Regional Hospital Board at Swindon is not unique, 
and that any of the Boards responsible for new hospitals 
could produce a document which would underline and 
emphasise many of the points made by Dr. Oddie, such as 
the need for the critical examination of demands and the 
provisions for future internal adaptations as well as for 
future extensions. Yet everyone will endorse the plea 
for a new deal for the patients and the thought now being 
given to devise for them a shorter and less onerous day. 

An important point raised by the publication of this 
report is whether in fact an officer of the Board can, with 
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the best will in the world, write a sufficiently critical 
analysis of what has happened on a major scheme of 
capital expenditure, especially if he has been associated 
with the policy throughout the development. It may be 
contended that this report was not meant to be critical 
but a factual statement of what actually took place, in 
which case (as this is to be an interim report) it is to be 
hoped that in the next publication reference can be made 
to the primary questions of policy and that these will be 
discussed in a provocative and critical manner. 

The format and presentation of the report is of a very 
high order and indistinguishable from the high grade 
publications which are in circulation in the United States. 
It makes a pleasing contrast to the finger-marked dupli- 
cated copies of memoranda which from time to time 
emerge from the machines of the Ministry of Health and 


the occasional standard work from the presses of Her 


Majesty’s Stationery Office. 


BASA’s Views on Education 


THE VAST AND COMPLEX field of education and training is 
currently undergoing critical analysis to ascertain weak- 
nesses in the overall structure, to work out an adequate 
system of academic selection, and to provide a realistic 
basis for the specific requirements in each branch of learn- 
ing. Much time has lately been spent in a critical re- 
appraisal of the present pattern of architectural education 
which, aS PROFESSOR LLEWELYN DAVIES recently pointed 
out, is derived from the time when the division between 
art and science was widest. Students of architecture them- 
selves now question not only the present system of entry 
into the profession but the whole structure of the five- 
year school course. In the course of the next two months 
the British Architectural Students’ Association will put 
forward proposals for a radical reform of the broader 
educational policies of the RIBA and the principal schools 
of architecture. Many of the reforms have already been 
suggested. On November 10 last year Professor Llewelyn 
Davies expressed the need for a review of the whole 
pattern of architectural education to consider the range 
of knowledge which an architect required, and the methods 
by which he could be trained to use his knowledge as 
a creative designer. 

In these days of infinite specialisation, of the individual 
who appears increasingly to know more and more about 
less and less, it is vital that a fully qualified and proficient 
architect, if he is to maintain the ‘status quo’ of his 
profession, be able to read and understand discussions of 
a scientific character, and to know how to work with, 
and learn from, experts. Whilst an architect will have 
to understand the fundamental theory of a very wide range 
of subjects, it will not be necessary for him to know 
precisely about their practical application. 

The present preoccupation with visual presentation 
ought seriously to be curtailed in favour of a greater con- 
centration on exercises in which the results are presented 
in writing and in speech. Undue emphasis on drawing has 
tended to put the architect into the category of incompre- 
hensible dreamers who are unable to discuss the mysteries 
of their work with others. The importance of the 
architect-artist or designer being in sympathy with the 
multifarious and purely technical branches of building, 
without which his ideas would remain as pretty pictures 
on pieces of paper, has never been overlooked, but has 
been somewhat neglected during the period of training. 
Contributions towards a system conducive to a funda- 
mental understanding of building science and technology 
by the student of architecture will undoubtedly lead to 
better relationships. That the students themselves are 
aware of the deficiency is a promising sign. 
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An artist’s impression (top) of the projected tower and (below) 
model of the tower and 4-storey extension to Museum Exchange 


Central London to have 500 ft. Radio and 
Television Tower 


FOR SOME TIME now the Post Office has been faced with 
the risk of obstruction to BBC and ITA television links 
and public telephone services from the high buildings 
already built and planned in London. These services are 
going to depend more and more on micro-wave radio 
links, which require a clear line of sight from point to 
point, and high buildings on this line can break the link. 
Therefore, a high tower is essential. To overcome the 
problem and keep abreast of the current trend for increas- 
ing building heights, the Post Office plans to build a 
500-ft. high 50-ft. diameter tower at the Museum Exchange 
in Howland-street, London, Wl. Believing that the new 
tower, which will be of modern design, will be an addition 
to the amenities of London, the Post Office is providing 
a public observation platform at a height of about 460 ft., 
to be reached in 40 seconds by high-speed lifts. The new 
tower is to be built alongside and in conjunction with a 
four-storey extension to Museum Exchange. The whole 
will cost about £1,500,000. The design of the tower, which 
is by the Chief Architect’s Division, Ministry of Works, 
has been accepted in principle by the Royal Fine Art 
Commission and the proposed development by the LCC. 
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THE VOLUNTARY CODE OF STANDARDS, 
drawn up by a consultative committee 
under the Advertising Association in an 
attempt to rid business premises of the 
clutter of overcrowded or badly arranged 
advertisements, is beginning to show 
results. Through the strenuous efforts of 
the Advertising Association and the 
admirable co-operation by the trade asso- 
ciations over 200 advertisers have adopted 
the code and agreed to allow their names 
to be published and circulated to all local 
authorities. To gain experience in a co- 
ordinated effort to operate the code in 
practice, a number of prominent firms, 
newspapers and periodicals, at the request 
of the consultative committee, decided to 
launch an advertising amenity scheme in 
parts of Manchester and Salford. Initially 
a pilot survey of some 3,500 shops was 
carried out in the area during August 
(three months after the launching of the 
code) and large numbers of advertise- 
ments were removed or re-sited. It was 
clear that by November a serious effort 
had been made and that the appearance 
of the area had been considerably 
improved. 

The consultative committee, whose 
specific function is to keep the working 
of the code under constant review, is 
pressing forward with its efforts and a 
further survey was made last month. 
They have also set up an advertisers’ 
working committee, composed of execu- 
tives responsible in their respective com- 
panies for the erection and removal of 
signs, to co-ordinate the work of 
advertisers’ representatives in the field. 
The task these committees have set them- 
selves is an enormous one and their efforts 
should receive the full support of all con- 
cerned with shop display and public 
amenity. ‘ The increasing hideousness of 
the posters with which all our towns are 
daubed’ was noticed with revulsion by 
William Morris as far back as 1880. He 
would be heartened by this action 
currently being undertaken by none other 
than the vested interests themselves. 


The LMBA New President 


NOW ENTERING its second decade, the 
pleasant tradition whereby the newly- 
elected President of the London Master 
Builders’ Association entertains the mem- 
bers of the technical Press to a small 
luncheon was continued at the Waldorf 
last Friday with Mr. R. F. Mansell as the 
host. His remarks being strictly off the 
record, no reference can be made to them 
here, but it may be recorded that the new 
President made an excellent impression 
by his sure handling of a number of diffi- 
cult questions, and the all-round know- 
ledge he displayed of the industry’s 
problems. 

Mr. Mansell described himself as a 
‘ middle-of-the-road ’’ man, which is per- 
haps what the industry needs at a time 
when it is being offered much conflicting 
advice, both from within and outside its 
ranks. His great interest, he confessed, 
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was in the all-important field of improving 
labour relations within the industry, 
which should place him in a good position 
for helping to smooth out any difficulties 
that may lie ahead when the new hours 
and wages structure is introduced next 
October. 


Birmingham’s Safety Lead 


THE LEAD which Birmingham has given, 
through its industrial safety group, to the 
cause of site safety in building and civil 
engineering contracting was gracefully 
acknowledged by the presence at the 
group’s annual dinner last Friday of Mr. 
John Hare, Minister of Labour. This sec- 
tion, under the leadership of Mr. Patrick 
Whitehouse and a band of enthusiasts, 
has made a good deal of progress, though 
there is some way to go before even a 
majority of Birmingham firms adopt com- 
prehensive safety schemes. ‘We want 
more action and less lip service’ was the 
way Mr. Whitehouse put it. Perhaps 
with the appointment of a full time direc- 
tor of its training centre, 1961 will see 
progress made towards the ideal of hun- 
dred per cent active membership. Cer- 
tainly the accident figures given by Mr. 
Hare are so serious that no management 
in the industry can afford to relax effort. 
* * . 


NOT EVERYONE in the industry may 
know that Patrick Whitehouse’s interests 
extend to railway affairs. With John 
Adams, the Birmingham photographer, he 
introduces a monthly television pro- 
gramme for children on the subject; both 
are off shortly to Yugo-Slavia in search 
of new material. 


Mile Bardot and the Planners 


THOSE WHO INCLINE to the view that plan- 
ning appeals must of necessity be dull 
affairs may think twice on reading, in 
the current issue of the ‘ Journal of the 
Town Planning Institute,’ that Mlle 
Bardot lost an appeal to the Minister of 
Culture, M. Malraux, when he ordered an 
8-ft. fence around her country cottage 
near Paris to be pulled down, as it spoilt 
the beauty of a protected area. Mlle 
Bardot who (according to our well- 
informed contemporary) sunbathed au 
naturel in the shelter of the fence, claimed 
that if the Minister had a duty to pro- 
tect natural beauty he was obliged to pro- 
tect her too! 


Aluminium in Architecture 


AN ASSESSMENT of the part played by 
aluminium in the evolution of modern 
architecture is the subject of a filmed 
record of journeys made by Paul de 
Roubaix, a Paris photographer, accom- 
panied by an architect through Eng- 
land, France, the USA, Austria, 
Germany; Switzerland and Italy. The 
film, ‘Aluminium in Architecture,’ is in 
two parts and shows how the material 
has been used both decoratively and as a 
functional and structural element on 


buildings of all kinds, from a simple 
single-storey dwelling to the tallest of 
American office blocks. It is interesting 
to note that whilst some countries con- 
tinue to use their indigenous materials, 
such as marble and stone, aluminium is 
often effectively combined with them. 
Prefabrication, speed of erection, and the 
material’s resistance to corrosive elements 
makes it a sound choice for many of its 
applications. Some illustrated examples 
of its use in France included a printing 
works at Tours, where a purely functional 
design is both striking and original in 
appearance, a local government office at 
Rouen, in which the fenestration is par- 
ticularly pleasing, and a social security 
office at Marseilles, where the aluminium 
is used for the architectural metalwork. 
* = 7 


IN AMERICA the material has been used 
on the now well-known United Nations 
building which is a masterpiece of sim- 
plicity with its bold grid fenestration cap- 
turing all available sunlight. Shots of 
the massive General Motors factory, 
covering 270 acres on the outskirts of 
Chicago, showed that it is not only a 
skilfully planned modern industrial 
development, but also a veritable exhibi- 
tion of the use of aluminium in every con- 
ceivable way. In Vienna it is used to 
considerable effect with traditional 
marble as a cladding material; at Dort- 
mund, in the Ruhr, for the roof of the 
Congress Hall; at Dusseldorf for a foot- 
bridge over the motorway; at Stuttgart 
for the entire structure of three floors 
cantilevered out from the top of a 200 ft. 
television tower, its lightweight proper- 
ties being here used to great advantage 
and fantastic effect; and in Italy for the 
Olivetti building in Milan and the roof 
of the church of San Joachim. 

Apart from its apparent neglect of the 
more striking examples of English ‘ archi- 
tecture in aluminium’ the film is well 
produced and of great interest. It is 
available on loan from the Aiuminium 
Development Association. 


Poet’s Corner 
PLANS for a 500 ft. high television and 


radio-telephony tower in the heart of 
London are announced by the PMG. 


When Babel’s lofty tower began 
To dominate the mind of man, 
’Twas unintelligible chat 
That paralysed the ziggurat. 


Now to astonish human eyes 

Another lofty tower shall rise— 
A concrete structure, strong and stable, 
But still, alas! a tower of babel. 


For burdened ether no surcease— 
Towers, talk and ‘telly’ all increase; 
We stare, vociferate, discuss, 
And talk now paralyses us. 


At least this tower, when complete, 
A restaurant, 460 ft. 
Aloft, may have, and that will be 
First rate for suicides’ high tea. 


ANON. 
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Scottish Police College, Tulliallan 


STEWART SIM, DA (EDIN), FRIAS, FSA (SCOT), architect, MoW, Edinburgh 
W. & J. R. WATSON LTD., general contractors 
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assembly hall towards Tulliallan Castle 
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IN 1949 the 19th century Castle of Tulliallan and part of the 
Estate were purchased for the development of a Scottish Police 
College. It was to be residential, capable of dealing with some 
300 students and having a curriculum covering a wide range 
from recruit training to specialised courses. 

Accommodation in the castle as it stood was neither suitable 
nor sufficient for the whole needs of the College, but by carrying 
out adaptations enough was made available in 1954 to house 
about 40 senior students, the remainder being housed in tem- 
porary accommodation at Whitburn in West Lothian. 

A new extension to allow the concentration of the College 
at Tulliallan was completed in July, 1960. 

The extension consists of three units; an assembly-dining hall 
block, mostly single storey, and two three-storey residential 
blocks. All three are connected by a corridor which, owing to 
the fall in the land, enters the residential blocks at first floor . 
level. ‘i : 2) O ; 

The first of the residential blocks contains bedrooms for the i / > 
directing staff and senior students of the rank of sergeant and t 
upwards. Each room is furnished as a bedsitting room with a | 
washhand basin and fitted wardrobe. <q 

The other block contains 18 dormitories on the two floors, } 
each divided by fitted wardrobes into cubicles for 12 students. , 

On the top floor are nine classrooms, offices, instructors’ rooms Ta =<==F 
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and quiet rooms for study. All bath and lava- 
tory facilities are centralised, and ironing, 
drying and linen rooms are nearby. As there 
are some policewomen on courses, there is 
also a women’s retiring room; their bedrooms 
are in the castle. 

The extension had to be designed to a 
strictly limited budget and the main problem 
was how tto make the new buildings harmonise 
with the existing stone Regency Gothick 
castle and to site the various wings so as to 
cause the minimum disturbance to trees and 
shrubs on the estate. 

The assembly hall block is constructed with 
a light steel frame, with hollow brick walls 
roughcast and stone dressings. Roofs are 
of asbestos decking covered with bituminous 
felt. Dormitory blocks have a reinforced 
concrete frame with hollow brick walls and 
hollow tile slab floors. All windows are steel 
casements. 

Internal finishes are generally of plaster 
painted in bright colours, but a few richer 
notes are introduced in the assembly and 


assembly hall from 





parade ground and (below) from west 
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senior and junior dormitory blocks 
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assembly hall towards crush hall 
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dining halls where hardwood has been 
used on the end walls and the ceilings 
have been patterned. Wallpaper and a 
little decorative wrought iron work have 
been introduced in the entrance lounge. 
Flooring materials are thermoplastic tiles, 
linoleum, rubber and maple strip. 
The approximate cost is £275,000. 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 


Structural steelwork: Fleming Bros. Ltd.; 
heating installation: Brightside Heating & 
Engineering Co. Ltd.; electrical installation: 
James Scott & Co. Ltd.; ironmongery: 
William McGeoch & Co. Ltd.; coat of arms: 
Thomas Hadden; chimney stacks: G. Dennis 
& Co. Ltd.; steel windows: Standard MacLean 
Ltd.; painter: Neil Nicholson & Co.; glazier: 
James Thow Ltd.; asphalt roofing: Limmer 
& Trinidad Lake Asphalte Co. Ltd. wrought 
iron balustrading: Barnet & Morton Ltd.; 
thermoplastic floor tiling, stair nosings, felt 
roofing, etc.: Neuchatel Asphalte Co. Ltd.; 
hardwood flooring: A. M. MacDougall & Son 
Ltd.; tile and terrazzo: Toffolo Jackson & 
Co. Ltd.; asbestos cement roofing: F. B. Price 
& Co. (Roofing) Ltd.; insulation of walls: 
Newalls Insulation Co. Ltd.; plastering and 
Granolithic, etc.: D. & J. Ogilvie (Builders) 
Ltd.; special plasterwork: William Graham & 
Sons (Edinburgh) Ltd.; plumber: Thomas 
Matheson (Plumbers) Ltd.; fitted wardrobe: 
Scottish Co-operative Furniture Factory; 
linoleum & rubber flooring: James Erskine. 


*FLOOR: PLAN 
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Letters to the Editor 





The Architect and the Package Deal; The Architect and the Engineer; 
No Future for the Railways? ; Apprenticeship Training in Scotland 


sir,—I am inclined to agree with the 
view’ expressed by Mr. J. B. Latham in 
his letter (‘ The Builder’ of January 27) 
that package deals have come to stay, but 
I venture to suggest that the reasons for 
their appeal to developers are psycho- 
logical rather than real. 

I agree also with the two disadvantages 
suggested in the letter, but challenge the 
view that they are the ‘main’ ones. I 
am confident that there are other more 
important disadvantages, which cannot be 
overcome merely by the employment of 
an individual quantity surveyor. One of 
the architect’s principal roles is to find 
out what his client really needs as 
opposed to what he thinks he needs, and 
this involves encouraging him to give 
much time and thought to detail during 
the planning stages. It is sometimes a 
difficult task, for the client may be very 
busy and quite reasonably may not 
find it easy to understand drawings 
and may need assistance in planning and 
thinking ahead. Sometimes clients resent 
being asked so many questions in the 
design stages, and the package dealer is 
more popular because he ‘ gets on with 
it.’ Unless the questions are asked, how- 
ever, and the detailed planning carried 
out, the result cannot be as good as it 
should be and only after the building is 
taken into use do the limitations come 
to light. 

Unfortunately, many developers have 
reason to criticise architect-designed 
buildings, for there are still members of 
the profession who do not do the pre- 
liminary investigation exercise as 
thoroughly as they should, who do not 
cost plan, and whose business efficiency 
leaves a lot to be desired: but, in cases 
where developers have made a careful 
choice of their architect and have been 
prepared to work closely with him and 
his colleagues in the design team (engin- 
eers and quantity surveyor) during a 
design period of reasonable duration, they 
have invariably got a better, more effi- 
cient and. in the long term, a more 
economical building than they could have 
obtained by a package deal—and they 
know it. 

ALEX J. GORDON [DIPARCH, ARIBA], 

(T. Alwyn Lloyd & Gordon), 

6 Cathedral-road, Cardiff. 


The Architect and the Engineer 


sir,—May I be allowed to suggest that 
both architects and engineers should be 
free to practice their respective profes- 
sions, and that trained business executives 
should be appointed to carry out adminis- 
trative work in the local government 
service? 

It is not in the interests of either pro- 
fession that those members who reach 
the top should forthwith cease to be 
actively engaged on the work in which 
their outstanding talents have been 
recognised. 


One business executive might under- 
take this specialist work for both the 
architect and the engineer in the case of 
the smaller authorities. 

T. EDWIN BELT, 

226 Stanley-road, Wakefield, Yorks. 


No Future for the Railways ? 


sIR,—The Government’s White Paper on 
‘The Reorganisation of the Nationalised 
Transport Undertakings ’ is not concerned 
with the traffic crisis: its main theme is 
the preservation, at all costs, of the rail- 
way system. This follows naturally from 
the re-statement of the familiar, but quite 
unsubstantiated, cliché, that railways are 
a ‘vital basic industry.’ Starting trom 
this point the report inevitably arrives at 
the conclusion that since the various 
methods of running the railways so far 
tried have proved unsuccessful another 
method must now be tried. The costly 
current experiment is thus to be written 
off as a failure; an account for £1,200m. 
is to be transferred to the taxpayer and 
a new five-year experiment is to be put 
in hand. The White Paper puts forward 
no solid grounds for hope that this experi- 
ment will be any less costly, or any more 
likely to be successful, than the others: 
it merely represents a further variant 
which has not yet been tried. 

The ultimate fate of the railways, the 
White Paper concedes, will depend upon 
whether users are prepared to pay 
economic prices for services provided, 
but warning is given that economic prices 
must be expected to be higher than 
present prices. The effect of higher rail 
prices upon the railways’ struggle for more 
traffic must be judged in the light of a 
situation summed up thus by Mr. John 
Hay, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Transport, in the Commons, 
on October 26, last: ‘ Today, people in 
Britain, as in other highly developed 
countries, want to use private transport. 
They want to use it for their goods and 
for themselves.’ It is scarcely credible 
that the proposals in the White Paper are 
based on recommendations of the Stede- 
ford Group, the dominant business 
element of which could not reasonably be 
envisaged as putting such a proposition 
to shareholders, or to taxpayers. 

From the Government’s point of view 
the proposals no doubt have the virtue 
that the day of reckoning, postponed for 
five years, will not occur within the life 
of the present Parliament; others will 
have to deal with the mess. There is 
every indication, however, that we have 
not as much as five years in which to find 
a solution of our traffic crisis, if we are 
to avoid becoming a pauper country. 

Both major political parties have 
placed their faith in railway ‘ modernisa- 
tion.” They are now so far committed 
to this programme that ‘loss of face’ 
must inevitably result from any decision 
to reconsider it. With the economic wel- 
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‘He says if you want to clear your 
flue, use an explosive!’ 


fare of the country at stake, however, a 
government or party which has the 
courage to pocket its pride and re- 
examine, without prejudice, the total 
resources of our road and rail systems, 
and the best use that can be made of 
them, in the interests of the taxpayer, the 
transport user and the country as a whole, 
will earn the gratitude of every citizen. 
There is yet time, between now and next 
autumn, when legislation to implement 
the proposals would come before 
Parliament, for wisdom and constructive 
imagination to prevail. 

M. J. DOUGLASS, 

Hon. Co-Ordinator, 

Railway Conversion League, 

Shamley Green, Surrey. 


Apprenticeship Training in Scotland 


s1R,—It is most encouraging to those, like 
myself, concerned with apprenticeship 
training, to see the very real and know- 
ledgeable interest Dr. N. C. Sidwell takes 
in this vital matter (‘The Builder,’ 
January 13). 

Let it not be thought, however, that 
there is any complacency on this matter 
in my Federation, rather a sense of oppor- 
tunity in meeting and solving the many 
problems involved in training today’s 
apprentices for tomorrow. Many of those 
problems, of course, are the responsibility 
of the two sides of industry. Here, 
industry must give a lead and, at the 
same time, act as a team in the closest 
co-operation with those, like Dr. Sidwell, 
concerned in building education, as it is 
only by this essential teamwork between 
the three parties concerned—employers, 
operatives and educationists—that we 
can make the real progress which so 
many of us realise is necessary to estab- 
lish building, in the eyes of the school- 
leavers, as one of the premier industries 
of the country. This is not a question 
which will be solved by any one party— 
no matter which one—giving advice to, 
or putting the blame on any one of, or 
even the two other parties. Real pro- 
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gress which is so essential can only be 
made when all three work together in 
unison. 
WM. NICOL [MBE, BSC, FIOB], 
Chairman, Education Committee, 
Scottish National Building Trades 
Federation (Employers), 
659-667 Pollokshaws-road, 
Glasgow, Sl. 


The Puzzling Bradshaw and Gass 
Partners 


siR,—Many must have been puzzled by 
the diversity of names and punctuation, 
over a period of about eighty years, in 
the styles of this well-known firm of archi- 
tects of Bolton, Lancs., and especially by 
the apparently conflicting terms ‘ Brad- 
shaw and Gass,’ ‘Bradshaw, Gass and 
Hope’ (with comma), and the same with- 
out comma. Is the Gass in the last the 
same as in the two former, for instance? 
The problem, having haunted the under- 
signed for many years, has now had to be 
resolved; after some _ research and 
information kindly sent at his request by 


Competition Result 


Mr. Arthur H. Hope, ARIBA, a present 
partner, the following facts emerge. The 
original partner was a Bradshaw, viz. 
Jonas James; the second, a nephew and 
doubtless forenamed after him, was John 
Bradshaw Gass, the partnership (founded 
1880) being thus correctly named ‘ Brad- 
shaw and Gass.’ When Arthur John Hope 
joined the firm in 1903 the form naturally 
became ‘ Bradshaw, Gass and Hope’ with 
the comma; but in or after 1912, the year 
that J. J. Bradshaw died, J. Bradshaw 
Gass—possibly, though this is uncertain 
—to express his own christian name pre- 
ferred to omit the comma. Unfortunately, 
published sources greatly confuse this 
sequence. 

Thus is a complex question solved, and 
it seemed right to make the facts 
generally known. : 

H. V. MOLESWORTH ROBERTS, 
Wallington. 


Site Meals 


sir,—I have been reading the series on 
‘More Everyday Things’ by Mr. Arthur 


W. Kenyon with considerable interest 
and enjoyment. They bring back some 
very happy memories, and I suggest that 
if ever Mr. Kenyon wishes to change his 
profession, he would make a first-class 
author. 

I can assure him that what he has 
written in his article ‘ Site Meals’ in ‘ The 
Builder ’ of January 27, is still true today, 
especially on the site where I am em- 
ployed at present. There is no canteen as 
such, just the usual hut, and the mouth- 
watering odours that issue forth of fry- 
ing steak, bacon, sausage, etc., always 
make me linger. 

As an ex-bricklayer, now in the exalted 
position of clerk of works, I am not 
invited to this feast, and regretfully I 
pass on to eat in solitude and loneliness 
—in the ‘Office’—the usual packed 
lunch. 


JOHN MILLAR, 

81 Northumbria-road, 
Maidenhead, 

Berks. 





Replanning of Piccadilly Circus 


Assessors: E. MAXWELL FRY, CBE, FRIBA; EDWARD D. MILLS, CBE, FRIBA; NOEL MOFFETT, BARCH, ARIBA, AMPTI 


PICCADILLY CIRCUS architectural competi- 
tion sponsored by the ‘Evening News & 
Star ’ and open to students of architecture 
and planning, has been won by K. C. Soo, 
C. K. Togobo and R. Westmaas, c/o Brix- 
ton School of Building (entry No. 34, 
premium £300). Second Prize (entry No. 
16, premium £200) was awarded to Julian 
F. Hannam and J. L. N. Pegrum, The 
Avenue, Bristol 9. Third Prize (entry 
No. 10, premium £100) was awarded to 
G. B. Noble and Shirley E. Noble, 
Putney, SW15. Highly commended cer- 
tificates were awarded to Edward Hardy 
Jnr. (entry No. 4); Terence Charles 
Stewart (entry No. 27); Digby C. Bridges 
and Anthony Evans (entry No. 35); 
Terence Jenkins and Peter Ellenthorpe 
(entry No. 43). 


Assessors’ Report 


Scheme No. 34 [winning design] 
appeared to us to be the most compre- 
hensive of the schemes submitted. It 
satisfactorily solves the problems of 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic, while 
creating an environment which would per- 
petuate the character of Piccadilly Circus. 
The scale is appropriate throughout, and 
the placing of the dominant elements is 
particularly fitting. The scheme offers a 
variety of experience both architectural 
and social. The handling of advertise- 
ments, detached from buildings, is to be 
highly commended. The scheme is based 
on a very thorough analysis of condi- 
tions. 


Scheme No. 16 (placed second). This 
sophisticated scheme offers an acceptable 
traffic solution and caters exceptionally 
well for pedestrians. The buildings, 
though in scale with surrounding build- 
ings, are not very suitable for Piccadilly 


Circus, and are reminiscent of a univer- 
sity complex with a high measure of open 
and garden space. The _ presentation 
throughout is of the highest standard. 
The traffic solution is well integrated with 
that of the West End in general. 

Scheme No. 10 (placed third) is a bold 
and imaginative solution, but lacks a 
sense of place and is physically unrelated 
to surrounding property. The major traffic 
premise is perhaps questionable, but the 
scheme’s dual faults are a lack of identi- 
fication and undistinguished placing of 
buildings. The idea for dealing with ad- 
vertising signs behind louvred screens is 
a good one. 


Winners’ Report 


Aim: To create a civic core fully inte- 
grated with the work and life of the 
people in keeping with the demands of 
this area. Problem: inadequacy of roads 
—i.e. the domination of the Circus by 
vehicular traffic. Solution: segregation 
of vehicular from pedestrian traffic. 

Vehicular traffic: increased volume 
accommodated in greatly widened roads 
in a one-way system—no disruption of 
traffic system outside area. Pedestrian 
traffic: access to piazza from Coventry 
Street unhindered by vehicular traffic. 
Piazza a natural climax to Regent-street 
quadrant and to Piccadilly as well as to 
populous pedestrian way from Trafalgar- 
square through to _ Leicester-square, 
Coventry-street and Piccadilly-circus. 

Advertising: a system of back projec- 
tion in clusters on obelisks and pylons 
and on specially designed end walls to 
office blocks. 

Accommodation: plot ratio for all sites 
1,558,000 sq. ft.; accommodation pulled 
down 1,693,000 sq. ft.; accommodation 


provided 1,508,000 sq. ft. 

The design is based on the closest 
adherence to the limitations imposed by 
conditions existing in the area. Traffic 
routes, vehicular and pedestrian, subways, 
main sewers, gas and water mains and 
ground levels have all exerted their dis- 
cipline on the final scheme. Also, in the 
development of the design close attention 
was paid to the proposals of the LCC for 
the redevelopment of sites in the area. 


The design is an architectural composi- 
tion of basically three elements—linked 
office blocks, restaurant and hotel resting 
on a podium which houses a theatre, 
cinemas, exhibition halls, banqueting 
halls, offices, shops, kiosks, department 
stores, public houses, clubs, car parks, 
etc., as well as an all-night Post Office, 
all-night chemist and all-night café. 


Traffic solution: (a) underpass from 
Shaftesbury-avenue to Norris-street; (b) 
widening of Norris-street; (c) Eros shifted 
into pedestrian concourse; (d) Denman- 
street realigned. (e) Rupert & Oxendon- 
streets ‘no through roads.’ One way 
traffic maintained, capacity increased. 
Coventry-street a level paved pedestrian 
way to concourse ar piazza. Wide sub- 
ways with shops link surrounding pave- 
ments with concourse. Vehicles take 
supplies to service cores via service roads 
from underpass. Headroom—l4 ft. 
Vehicles leave site via ramps up to Norris- 
street and to Oxendon-street. 

Car parking: semi-automatic car park 
north podium : —438 cars; basement area 
main podium east of underpass: —100 
cars; basement area north podium:—200 
cars; basement area main podium to 
Norris-street: —150 cars; hotel car park 
with link to public car park: —50 cars. 








Piccadilly Circus Competition 


Other parking facilities: 

Lex Garage—multi-storey, self parking, 
corner of Lexington and Brewer-streets; 
proposed multi-storey car park corner of 
Oxendon- and Panton-streets. 

Taxi cabs: Carlton-street converted 
into a Cab Rank for 24 cars. 


Second Prizewinners’ Report 

Traffic circulation: by amalgamating all 
existing basements, a new ground level is 
obtained 20 ft. 0 in. below existing ground 
level which can be inclusively used for 
through roads, service roads and two- 
storey car parking, and three when there 
is a pedestrian deck, thus leaving the 
pedestrian at ground level. This system 


could be applied throughout London, 
because in using this basement level which 
already exists for roads, the existing road 
level becomes in effect a pedestrian deck. 


This being so, it would appear to be 
simpler and more logical to lower the 
existing roads than to have to raise 
pedestrians and buildings up to first floor 
level. Two-level pedestrian circulation, 
when it is desired in large central areas 
like Piccadilly, is then easily catered for. 


Third Prizewinners’ Report 


The road system provides two major 
through roads and a ring road for local 
traffic. The east-west fly-over links the 
LCC Park-lane improvement scheme, via 
Piccadilly, with a re-aligned Shaftesbury- 
avenue and the City. The north-south 
through road links Trafalgar-square, via 
Lower Regent-street with Great Portland- 
street. Both these roads have 3 traffic 
lanes in each direction and an overall 
width of 80 ft. Access to them will be 
outside the immediate area of Piccadilly- 
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circus. The ring road passes under the 
east-west fly-over and over the north- 
south through road and links Coventry- 
street, Piccadilly and the lower part of 
Shaftesbury-avenue, and is intended for 
use by buses, taxis, service vehicles and 
other local traffic. It is a 3-lane road, 
giving access to buildings and multi-storey 
parking garages. (Traffic flow is one way 
in a clockwise direction.) But loading and 
unloading bays and taxi ranks are pro- 
vided at intervals. 

Pedestrian circulation is by a linked 
system of footways, subways, bridges, 
arcades and precincts provided for 
pedestrians, allowing them freedom of 
access to all the buildings and Under- 
ground Station without having to cross 
roads directly. Access from one level to 
another is by escalator, stairway, ramp or 
lift. 





WINNING DESIGN BY K. C. 


SOO, C. K. TOGOBO and R. WESTMAAS 


section through pyramid 





west elevation into the square 


perspective of square from west 
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view from Regent-street model from south-west 
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DESIGN PLACED SECOND BY 





JULIAN F. HANNAM & J. L. N. PEGRUM 























view from piazza to café and link 
under podium block 


























Above, basement plan at 20 ft. below 
ground level, showing through roads 
and service roads 


Left, view from the podium block 
towards the piazza 


Below, view from piazza towards 
café and hotel 





from Regent-street 
towards piazza 
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Piccadilly Circus 
Competition 


DESIGN PLACED THIRD BY 
G, B. NOBLE & SHIRLEY E. NOBLE 


a shopping arcade 


main circus looking south 


model from north-west 
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St. Luke’s Church Centre, Paddington 


MICHAEL FAREY, MA, ARIBA, AMTPI, architect 
H. JOHN PATON, MISTRUCT.E, MSEE(FR), consulting engineer 
WILLIAM LACEY (HOUNSLOW) LTD., general contractors 


THE NEW CHURCH, dedicated in Novem- 
ber 1959, replaces the church designed 
in 1877 by John P. Lee, which was de- 
stroyed by fire in 1941. 


Accommodation was required in 
modern style for a comprehensive 
scheme of religious education. To 
cater for formal and informal services 
with groups varying from about 20 to 
400 it was necessary to have screens and 
furnishings as light and mobile as pos- 
sible. 


The chapel, at the focus of the build- 
ing, is capable of seating about 60 for 
Around this are 


mid-week services. 
grouped eight classrooms of varying 
sizes to cater for departments of dif- 


ferent age groups. To separate the 
senior from the junior children before 
entering the building there are two ves- 
tibules entered from the two side streets 
off Kilburn Lane. To cater for large ser 








vices there are three sliding screens 
between the chapel and the adjoining 
classrooms. The refectory is planned 
off the largest classroom to provide teas 
after indoor and outdoor meetings and 
to be a room for old folk to meet. The 
office is an essential room for the 
administration of such a large parish, 
and for holding business meetings. 
Offices are provided for the Church 
Army Sisters and the verger-caretaker. 
A separate block includes a curate’s 
house and verger’s flat, each with two 
bedrooms. It also includes a men’s 
club room. 

Construction and materials were 
governed primarily by considerations of 
economy, soundproofing, fire protection, 
heat insulation and minimum main- 
tenance. 

Roofs to classrooms are shallow rein- 
forced concrete beams and butterfly 
purlins supporting cellular concrete 


east elevation from Fernhead-road 


slabs. The vestibules, refreshment 
room and office are roofed with hollow 
clay pots between reinforced concrete 
ribs with foamed slag insulating screed 
over and acoustic tiles under. The 
finish is three-layer bituminous felt with 
stone chippings. The pyramid roof over 
the chapel is an in situ r.c. space frame, 
with in-filling of rafters with boarding, 
felt and super-purity aluminium, and 
soffit of acoustic tiles. The spire is a 
steel frame bolted to concrete base, 
clad with corner battens, boarding, felt 
and super-purity aluminium. Ventila- 
tion to the chapel is through the spire. 
The spire cross is of box section 
aluminium alloy secured by a stainless 
steel rod to the steel frame. 

Octagonal hollow brick corner piers 
to the chapel were built in stages as 
permanent shuttering to receive the r.c. 
stancheons, beams and window lintols, 
which were cast in situ. Walls are 11 in. 
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Above, plan of the church centre, scale: 1 in. = 24 ft. Right, site 
plan, and ground and first floor plans of the staff block. Below, view 
of the church from Kilburn-lane showing the building form of an 
octagonal base with cruciform-shape clerestory lighting to the four 
classrooms, and pyramid roof with clerestory lighting to the chapel 





cavity, with Uxbridge flint golden and 
lilac facings externally. Internally, 
classrooms and vestibules have 9 in. 
Uxbridge flint fair-faced white and gol- 
den facings, thickened at points of sup- 
port under beams. Other rooms plas- 
tered and painted with emulsion paint. 

Flooring is African opepe and Burma 
teak wood block laid herringbone pat- 
tern. Windows are double glazed, with 
steel opening lights set in cedar frames. 
Stained glass clerestory windows to the 
chapel, designed and executed by 
Francis Spear, ARCA, are protected by 
plate glass externally. 

The contract sum was 
£36,949 13s. 1ld. including war damage 
payment for notional reinstatement of 
St. Luke’s Church of £18,200 plus 
stained glass payment of £1,735. 

Quantity Surveyors: Leslie A. Keats 
& Ptnrs., ARICS, AIQS; Sculptor for 
foundation stone: David Evans, FRBS 
(since decd.); foreman: A. J. Harriss. 
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St. Luke’s Church Centre 
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Above, part section through chapel 
and classrooms, scale: 1 in. = 24 ft. 
Left, stained glass clerestory lighting 
in the chapel. With the screens 
closed the chapel has space for 60 
seats. Below left, the chapel viewed 
from classroom 3. With the sliding 
screens withdrawn, seating for a con- 
gregation of 400 can be provided 


sub-contractors & suppliers : 

Electric lighting & heating: Wilkins Elec- 
trical; wood block flooring: Vigers Bros. 
Ltd.; linoleum tile flooring: The Universal 
Parquetry; glazing: Aygee Ltd.; aluminium 
roofing & cross: Stoner & Saunders Ltd.; 
steel framework of spire: T. W. Palmer & 
Co. (Merton Abbey) Ltd.; landscape garden- 
ing: The Landscape Gardening Co.; plumb- 
ing: M. Findlay; felt roofing & tarmac car 
park: Durable Asphalte Co. Ltd.; war 
memorial restoration: J. Bysouth Ltd.; light- 
ning conductor: J. W. Gray & Son Ltd.; 
curtains: Catesbys Ltd.; plasterers: C. 
Conlon; fairfaced brickwork: Uxbridge 
Flint Brick Co. Ltd.; hollow clay roof 
blocks: London Brick Co. Ltd.; cellular 
concrete roof slabs: Celcon Ltd.; sliding 
screen tracks: E. Hill Aldam & Co. Ltd.; 
iron railings: Croggon & Co. Ltd.; chapel 
pendant fitting: General Electric Co. Ltd.; 
tungsten lamp shades: Merchant Adven- 
turers of London Ltd.; infra-red heaters 
and oil filled radiators: Dimplex & Radisil; 
fluorescent fittings: Atlas Lighting Ltd.; 
external light fittings: Falk, Stadelmann & 
Co. Ltd., & G.E.C.; lettering: Drakard & 
Humble Ltd.; lens lights: J. A. King & Co. 
Ltd.; electric fan: Vent-Axia Ltd.; steel 
window hoppers: J. A. Wellstead; acoustic 
tiles: Armstrong Cork Co. Ltd.; billiard 
table light fittings: Burroughes & Watts; 
steel chairs: Dare-Inglis Products Ltd.; 
sanitary fittings & ironmongery: Morgan of 
Hounslow. 
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News of the Week 


RIBA’s Evidence on Broadcasting 


EVIDENCE has been submitted by the 
RIBA to the Pilkington Committee, which 
is studying the future of sound broadcast- 
ing and television. The RIBA argues that 
television should be used both to raise 
the standard of efficiency of the building 
industry, Britain’s most important indus- 
try, and one of the least efficient (as it is 
already used in farming), and to create 
on informed public opinion that would 
assist and criticise architects in the chal- 
jenging task of banishing ugliness, incon- 
\enience and inefficiency from towns and 
cities. 

It criticised the commercial companies, 
end to a lesser extent the BBC, for their 
reluctance to invest in popular pro- 
crammes on architecture, building and 
tne physical environment the sums that 
are spent to make the most difficult 
scientific problems intelligible. It urges 
taat any future television or broadcasting 
nannels should not be dependent upon 
ymmercial advertising, but should be 
iblicly controlled, and primarily educa- 
ynal and cultural in character. It would 
ke to see more local programmes, more 
adult education programmes (possibly 
run by universities and schools of archi- 
tecture) and more programmes designed 
for minority audiences. 


—em¢ 


RIBA Lectures on Third Programme 


BROADCAST versions of two addresses 
delivered recently at the Royal Institute 
of British Architects can be heard on the 
Third Programme. The first, on 
February 11, when Nikolaus Pevsner, who 
gave the Reith lectures in 1955, asks him- 
self to what extent he and other archi- 
tectural historians are to blame for what 

calls the undisciplined and anti- 
rational approach of many architects 
today. The second, on February 12, 
when Rayner Banham discusses his belief 
that there is a common quality among the 
diverse trends in architecture today, and 
suggests that the liveliest prospects for 
its immediate future lie in an increasing 
reliance on the human sciences. 


RIBA Library Group Meeting 


iE NEXT MEETING of the RIBA Library 
Group will take place on February 13 at 
6 p.m. at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, 66 Portland-place, W1, when 
Mr. Dargan Bullivant, ARIBA, will intro- 
duce an evening entitled ‘The Library 

d Information for the Practising Archi- 


Another Honour for C. D. Spragg 


MR. C. D. SPRAGG, CBE, until July, 1959, 

Secretary of the RIBA, has been elected 

an honorary member of the Federation 
Malaya Society of Architects. 


Civic Theatre for Nottingham 


BY THE CASTING VOTE of the Labour Lord 
Mayor, Cllr. Roland Green, Nottingham 
City Council decided, on February 6, to 
eo ahead with its proposal for a £370,000 
civic theatre. With one Conservative and 
« Labour member absent, the voting was: 


for the proposal, Labour 32; against, 
Conservative 31 and Liberal one. The 
architect for the proposed theatre is Mr. 
Peter Moro, FRIBA. 


£14m. Cinema-Bowling Centre Plan 


EXPANSION PLANS announced by Asso- 
ciated British Cinemas on February 2 
include combined cinema and bowling 
centres at Blackpool and Coventry, the 
first to be built in the United Kingdom. 
Mr. D. J. Goodlatte, managing director 
of ABC, said that the Blackpool centre 
will be built on the site of the Hippo- 
drome Theatre. It will have a seating 
capacity of 1,800 and the bowling centre 
below the auditorium will have 16 lanes. 
The ‘ cinebowler’ proposed for Coventry 
will be in the new city centre with cinema 
seating for 1,372 and a 24-lane bowling 
centre. The expansion plan, which will 
cost about £14m., also includes new bowl- 
ing centres at Leytonstone, Manchester, 
Liverpool and Leicester. ABC is also 
completing draft plans for a bowling 
centre at Glasgow. 


Designer for Coventry Cathedral Mosaic 


THE MOSAIC FLOOR for the Chapel of 
Unity in Coventry Cathedral will be de- 
signed by the Swedish artist, Mr. Ejnar 
Forseth. This commission was announced 
by Sir Basil Spence at the opening on 
February 2 of the ‘ Architecture of New 
Stockholm’ exhibition at the Building 
Centre in London. 


RICS Junior Organisation 


A TALK on ‘New Ways with Concrete’ 
will be given by Mr. F. D. Lydon at a 
meeting of the RICS Junior Organisation 
(Quantity Surveyors), to be held at the 
Tavistock Banqueting Rooms, 18 
Charing Cross-road, WC2, on February 
21. The meeting commences at 7.40 pm 
preceded by a meal (6 pm for 6.30 pm). 
Admission is by ticket only and applica- 
tion should be made to Mr. C. R. M. 
Norris, ARICS, Martin Sheffield & 
Bristow, 29 Sackville-street, Wl, stating 
whether dining or non-dining tickets are 
required, and enclosing 7s. 6d. for dining 
tickets. 


‘ Building Matters’ 


IN THE ‘ BUILDING MATTERS” PROGRAMME 
on February 14 (BBC, Network Three) 
‘ The Design of Building Products for the 
Future’ will be discussed—with reference 
to the exhibition building for the forth- 
coming sixth IUA Congress to be held in 
London—by Charles Crichton, Edward 
Mills, Gontran Goulden, Director of the 
Congress, and William Allen, of the 
Building Research Station. On February 
21 an aspect of mechanisation in the 
building industry, the handling of bricks 
and blocks, will be discussed by Charles 
Crichton, K. J. Pearce and Gordon 
Vallings. 


Education for Management 


SIR DAVID ECCLES, Minister of Education, 
welcoming the new United Kingdom 
Advisory Council on Education for 


Management at its first meeting on Mon- 
day, said that we had a lot of ground 
to make up in management education. 

‘Some other countries are ahead of us 
and we cannot afford to ignore their 
example,’ said Sir David. ‘ The new Ad- 
visory Council can do a great job in fil- 
ling in the gaps in our facilities for 
management education. The colleges of 
advanced technology and the other tech- 
nical colleges, as well as the universities, 
can help a great deal, but I am sure that 
one of the first essentials must be a 
change of heart in boardrooms and among 
the older managers themselves.’ 

The new Advisory Council on Educa- 
tion for Management under the chairman- 
ship of Mr. J. W. Platt, director of the 
Shell Transport and Trading Co. Ltd., 
was appointed jointly by the Minister of 
Education, the Secretary of State for 
Scotland and the Minister of Education 
for Northern Ireland. The Institute of 
Builders is represented on the Council 
by Mr. P. M. Shepherd, managing direc- 
tor, F. Shepherd & Son Ltd. 


IoB Discussion Club Dinner 


THE ANNUAL DINNER of the Institute of 
Builders Discussion Club will be held on 
March 4 at the Tavistock Banqueting 
Rooms, Charing Cross-road, London, WC. 
Tickets may be obtained, price 25s. 6d., 
from the honorary secretary, at 19 Kent- 
road, Winchmore Hill, London, N21, who 
requests that remittances should be for- 
warded as early as possible. 


Hospital Building Notes 


“ACCOMMODATION FOR NURSING STAFF’ is 
the subject of Note No. 7 (HMSO, price 
ls. 3d.), the second in the Hospital Build- 
ing Notes series to be issued by the Minis- 
try of Health to help hospital authorities 
to prepare their building programmes. As 
already announced, the Ministry is pro- 
ducing about thirty of these Notes, and 
although each will bear a serial number, 
they will not necessarily be published in 
sequence. The Notes will be reissued in 
revised form as often as may be necessary 
to keep them fully up to date. Further 
Notes expected shortly are No. 5, ‘ Short- 
Stay Psychiatric Unit,’ and No. 8, 
‘Physiotherapy Department.’ The first, 
‘ Buildings for the Hospital Service,’ was 
reviewed in ‘ The Builder’ of January 27. 


Inspector of Ancient Monuments 


THE MINISTRY OF WORKS announces that 
Mr. P. K. Baillie Reynolds, CBE, TD, 
MA, FSA, Chief Inspector of Ancient 
Monuments, is to retire on June 30. He 
will be succeeded by Mr. °A. J. Taylor, 
MA, FSA, FRHistS, at present Assistant 
Chief Inspector of Ancient Monuments 
at the Ministry. Mr. A. J. Taylor, who is 
49, was educated at Merchant Taylors’ 
School and St. John’s College, Oxford. He 
joined the Ministry of Works in 1935 as 
Assistant Inspector of Ancient Monu- 
ments for Wales. 


Manchester City Architect 

THE CITY OF MANCHESTER is inviting appli- 
cations for the post of city architect at 
a salary of £4,225, rising to £4,675. The 








conditions of appointment and applica- 
tion forms, which are returnable by March 
6, may be obtained from the Town Clerk, 
Town Hall, Manchester, 2. 


Luncheon to the Lord Mayor 


SIR BERNARD WALEY-COHEN, has accepted 
an invitation from the Council of the 
London Master Builders Association to 
luncheon at the Savoy Hotel on April 25. 


Resignation 


MR. COLIN SANDEMAN, ARIBA, borough 
architect of Worthing, has resigned to 
take up an appointment in Australia. 


Appointments 


MR. ANDREW RANKINE, OBE, ARIBA, who has 
just retired as city architect to the Hull 
Corporation, has joined J. H. Fenner & 
Co. Ltd. as building and architectural 
advisor to the group. 


MR. ERIC G. FELGATE, ARIBA, borough 
architect at Keighley for the past 36 
years, retires in March. He will be suc- 
ceeded by Mr. Thomas Denby Williams, 
ARIBA, who has been deputy city archi- 
tect at Chester since 1953. 


MR. G. V. LAW, FIAS, for the past 35 years 
engineer and surveyor to Whitworth 
(Lanes) District Council is to retire in 
March. He will be succeeded by Mr. 
Kenneth Phillips, surveyor to Withnell 
(near Chorley) District Council. 


Professional 
Announcements 


MR. ROY W. LIGHTFOOT, ARIBA, has become 
a partner in the firm of MESSRS. TOOLEY AND 
FOSTER, chartered architects, of Buckhurst 
Hill, Essex, and 38 Great Portland-street, 
London, WI. He joins the former partners 
who are MR. R. C, FOSTER, MBE, MC, FRIBA, 
MR. ROBERT ©. FOSTER, JP, FRIBA, MR. H. D. 
MATTHEW, MBE, MC, FRIBA, and MR. ALAN J. 
POWER, FRIBA. 


MR. SEYMOUR C. 
tising as MESSRS. 
NER, chartered 
Regency House, 
Regent-street, W1 


WELLS, FRICS, FIAS, prac- 
HAROLD RIDOUT AND PART- 
quantity surveyors, of 

1-4, Warwick-street, 
(tel.: Gerrard 3101 and 
6076) has taken into partnership as from 
January 29, 1961, MR. DOUGLAS J. FARROW, 
arics, who has been with the firm for several 
year. The title and address of the firm 
remains unchanged. 


MR. D. M. JEFFREYS, ARICS, has entered into 
practice on his own account at 3 All Saints- 
court, Bristol, 1 (tel.: Bristol 23266) and 
would be pleased to receive trade literature. 


One Hundred Years Ago 
From The Builder of February 9, 1861 


BRICKLAYERS AND BUILDERS IN MAN- 
CHESTER.—-A meeting was held at the 
Royal Hotel on Monday evening, for the 
purpose of hearing explanations from the 
master bricklayers as to the attempt of 


the operatives employed by them to 
enforce rules shortening the hours of 
labour and otherwise embarrassing the 


employers. It was unanimously resolved, 
“That the master builders of this city 
pledge themselves to assist the master 
bricklayers in every possible way in with- 
standing the unjust and unreasonable 
demands made by the operatives.” 
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Coming Events 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13 

R1BA.—Library group meeting: ‘The Library 
and Information for the Practising Architect,’ 
by Mr. D. Bullivant. 66 Portland-pl., W1. 
6 p.m. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
(PLANNING FORUM).— University Expansion 
and Redevelopment,’ by Mr. P. Chamberlin 
and Mr. R. Sheppard. 28 King-st., WC2. 
6.30 p.m, 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 


INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS.—Informal 
discussion: ‘Safety Precautions on Civil 
Engineering Works, with Particular Refer- 
ence to Recent Accidents on Bridge Con- 
struction.’ Great George-st., SW1l. 5.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS.— The 
Landscape of Industry: Factories,’ by Mr. 
L. Milner White. 1 Park-cres., Portland-pl., 


WI. 6.15 p.m. 
INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS.—Dinner, Guildhall, 
ECl. 7.15 p.m. 


ART WORKERS’ GUILD.—Exhibition of mem- 
bers’ work. 6 Queen-sq., WCl. 7.30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 


FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS.— 
Professional luncheon: ‘Insurance and the 
New Graduated State Pension Scheme,’ by 


Minister of 
Waldori 


Mr. John  Boyd-Carpenter, 
Pensions and National Insurance. 
Hotel, WC2. 1 p.m. 

ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS.—' The Influence 
of the Festival of Britain: Ten Years After,’ 
by Sir Gerald Barry. John Adam-st., WC2. 
2.30 p.m. 

BUILDING CENTRE.—Forum 4: ‘ The Repro- 
duction of Drawings and Documents in 
Architects’ Offices.’ 26 Store-st., WCl. 6 p.m 

REINFORCED CONCRETE ASSOCIATION. - 
‘Hyperbolic Paraboloids,” by Mr. J. 
Bennett. 11 Upper Belgrave-st., SW1l. 6 p.m 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16 


SOCIETY OF CHEMICAL INDUSTRY.—‘An In 
vestigation of the Properties of Mortars,’ by 
Mr. G. E. Bessey. 14 Belgrave-sq., SW! 
6 p.m. 

RICS (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—’ Continenta 
Practice,’ by Mr. R. King. 12 Great George- 
st. SW1. 6.15 p.m. 

EXHIBITION.— London Rebuilding.’ Foyer, 
Mermaid Theatre, London (until April 1). 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17 


BIRMINGHAM AND FIVE COUNTIES ARCHITEC- 
TURAL ASSOCIATION.— My Work with th« 
RIBA,’ by Mr, M. MacEwan. Birmingham 
Medical Institute, 36 Harborne-rd., Edgbas- 
ton 15. 6.15 p.m. 


Competitions Open 


* The date in italics refers to the issue of 
The Builder in which fuller details appeared. 


HOUSING AT HARLOW NEW TOWN.—Competi- 
tion arranged by the Harlow Development 
Corporation open to architects on ARCUK 
register for 270 houses and flats proposed 
on a site in Passmore’s Neighbourhood in 
the New Town. Assessors are Mr. H. T. 
Cadbury-Brown, FRIBA, and Mr. Victor 
Hammett, ARIBA. Premiums of £1,000, £750 
and £500 are offered. Conditions, site plans, 
etc., on deposit of £2 2s. from the General 
Manager, Harlow Development Corporation, 
Terlings, Harlow, Essex. Last day for sub- 
mission of designs, March 6, 1961. July 8. 


NEW LIBRARY BUILDING, TRINITY COLLEGE, 
DUBLIN.—International competition open to 
all architects authorised to practise in their 
own country, and who are members of a 
recognised institute or society, for a new 
library building at Trinity College in the 
University of Dublin. The jury of award 
comprises: the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Rosse, 
Sr. Franco Albini, of Italy, Sir Hugh Casson, 
MA, FRIBA, Mr. Raymond McGrath, of 
Dublin, and Mr. K. DeWitt Metcalf of Har- 
vard University. Premiums: £1,500, £1,000 
and £750. Entries by 5 p.m. on March 
21, 1961. Conditions on deposit of £5 from 
the Competition Registrar, Trinity College, 
Dublin. June 24. 


COUNTY OFFICES, ROXBURGH.—Competition 
sponsored by the Roxburgh County Council 
and open to registered architects practising 
and resident in Scotland, for new County 
Offices at Newtown St. Boswells at esti- 
mated cost of £225,000. Assessor is Mr. 
W. H. Kininmonth, RSA, FRIBA, FRIAS; 
premiums are 500, 300 and 200 guineas; last 
date for submission of designs is March 31, 
1961; and the final date for receipt of ques- 
tions is October 31. Conditions and General 
Instructions from the County Clerk, County 
Offices, Newtown St. Boswells, Roxburgh, on 
deposit of £2 2s. September 23. 


RAILWAY PASSENGER BUILDING, TUNIS.— 
Competition sponsored by the Société 
Nationale des Chemins de Fer Tunisiens for 
a passenger building to be erected at Tunis 
Ville station. First prize will be the definite 
execution of the plan; other prizes will be: 
2nd, 1,000 Dinars; 3rd, 750 Dinars; and 
4th, 500 Dinars (I Dinar 17s. 6d.). Closing 
date for designs is May |. President of the 
jury will be M. le President Directeur- 





General de la SNCFT, 66 Rue du Portugal, 
Tunis, to whom interested architects should 
apply enclosing testimonials. A file on the 
project may be inspected at the Tunisian 
Embassy, 29 Princes-gate, London, SW7. 
November 25. 


CIVIC CENTRE, LINCOLN.—Competition spon- 
sored by the Lincoln City Council and open 
to registered architects for a civic centre to 
be built at Lincoln at a cost not to exceed 
£975,000, excluding site clearance and pro- 
fessional fees, but inclusive of outside works. 
Assessors: Geoffrey Jellicoe, CBE, FRIBA, 
Sir Leslie Martin, FRIBA, and Mr. J. M. 
Richards, CBE, ARIBA; premiums: £4,000, 
£2,000 and £1,000; last date for submission 
of designs is July 7; and the final date for 
the receipt of questions is January 31. Con- 
ditions on deposit of 2 gns. from the Town 
Clerk, Town Clerk’s Office, Saltergate, Lin- 
coln. December 30. , 


WESTMINSTER HOUSING SCHEME.—Competi- 
tion sponsored by the City of Westminste: 
and open to registered architects for the lay- 
out of an area in Westminster of about 
12 acres and for the design of flats and othe: 
buildings to be erected thereon. The assessor 
is Mr. Philip Powell, OBE, FRIBA; premium: 
are 1,500 gns. for the author of the design 
placed first, and a further 1,500 gns. to be 
allotted by the assessor among the author: 
of from two to five designs placed next in 
order of merit. Last date for submission of 
designs is July 10, and for the receipt of 
questions, February 3. Conditions on receipt 
of deposit of 3 gns. from the Town Clerk, 
Westminster City Hall, Charing Cross-road, 
London, WC2. December 30. 


MOTHERWELL AND WISHAW CIVIC CENTRE.— 
The Town Council of the Burgh of Mother 
well and Wishaw invites architects resident 
in the UK to submit designs in a two-stage 
competition for a civic centre, to includ 
public halls, municipal offices and shopping 
development. Six successful competitors in 
first stage will be invited to submit more 
detailed designs for the second. Each ot 
the six will receive £500, and the premium 
for design placed first will be £1,000 
Assessor is Mr. A, G. Sheppard Fidler, MA. 
FRIBA, AMTPI; last day for submission of 
designs in the first stage is June 1, and in 
the second, November 1; last date for ques- 
tions is April 1. Conditions from the 
Town Clerk, Town Hall, Motherwell, deposit 
1 guinea. February 3. 
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More Everyday Things 


BY ARTHUR W. KENYON, CBE, FRIBA 


28. Inquiry Bureaux 


ONLY A SHORT WHILE AGO, or so it seems, 
I was writing about the contractors’ 
observation platforms. Now it is inquiry 
bureaux; the contractors have won their 
public and I expect to hear any day of fan 
clubs. Indeed, I thought I saw the nucleus 
of such a club the other day at Hyde 
Park Corner as I watched the goings-on 
under the poised statue of Achilles, where 


Carriage-drive? All this might be 
explained to us. The contractors have 
made a bold start in informing the pub- 
lic, but this is only a modest beginning 
and a great deal more can still be done. 

The interest which the public take in 
these great building and civil engineering 
works is, I believe, more than one gener- 
ally assumes. After all, the public put up 
with a lot of inconvenience whilst these 
works are in progress, so it is only right 
that it should be theirs to know the reason 
why. Some contractors at least have the 
grace to put up _ ndtices_ publicly 
announcing their regret for the incon- 





a crowd of youths were gathered to col- 
lect all the information they could from 
the contractors’ cleverly devised push- 
button mechanism and_ loudspeaker 
answers to the pertinent questions listed 
on the notice board on the site. 

When would the 
work be com- If Ik 
pleted? Who was 
in charge? What 
was going to ' 
happen to Apsley 
House? The boys 
urged each other 
to press another 
button and_= get 
another answer, 
determined not to 
leave without get- 
ting all the infor- 


mation available 
to them. They 
were genuinely 


interested, as were 




















many others 
gathered around, 
and dearly as I 
would have liked 
to have a go with 
the boys, there was just no chance of 
getting near enough to press a button 
for myself, 

I thought the whole thing an excellent 
idea, for there am I, living next door to 
the park, watching all this upheaval 
going on and with no clear idea of what 
it is all about. Why the temporary 
carriage ramp by Rotten-row? Why all 
the great holes dug and left? Why all 
the blue painted lamp standards thrown 
in a heap and scattered all about? Why 
all the tortuous bends to get into the East 


a 


venience they are causing, and I for one 
find myself appreciative of this considera- 
tion. 

I would like to urge all local authori- 
ties, and the LCC in particular, to accept 
the full weight of their responsibility by 
informing and explaining these works to 
the public at large. It is not enough to 
make drawings and models available to 
the technical Press, neither are the 
sketchy diagrams on public display at in- 
frequent intervals sufficient discharge of 
their duty. The Hyde Park scheme as 


Tall Buildings in Steel 


Design Examples Discussed by Engineers 


MR. JACQUES HEYMAN, MA, PHD, AMICE, of 
the engineering department, University of 
Cambridge, considered the design of tall 
steel! frames which were not braced 
against wind loads in a paper, ‘An 
Approach to the Design of Tall Steel 
Buildings,’ submitted to an ordinary 
meeting of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers on January 31. 

Mr. Heyman showed that the basic 
tool used in the derivation of a 
possible design method was that of simple 
plastic theory; the results obtained had 
to be checked to see that the assumptions 
of plastic theory were satisfied. 

After an introductory study of a 
highly simplified frame, which illustrated 


the typical increase of beam section re- 
quired as a result of large wind forces, 
the plastic design was considered of a 
regular frame, having equal bays and 
equal storey heights. Methods were 
then developed to give reasonable esti- 
mates of working deflections and bend- 
ing moments for the resulting design. It 
was pointed out that the design could be 
modified, if necessary, in the light of the 
estimates. 

Mr. Heyman gave four design examples, 
the first three being for four-storey single- 
bay, ten-storey, 2-bay, and thirty-storey 
5-bay frames. The final example was 
more practical in that the frame had un- 
equal bays and unequal storey heights. 
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it progresses is entirely fascinating, but 
at the moment it is quite incomprehen- 
sible. 

I heartily commend the contractors 
for the fine example they have set in their 
inquiry bureau, but I hope authority will 
follow their lead and take up the task 
from there. Can we not know more 
about what the great cranes are doing, 
the bulldozers, the mechanical shovels 
and the explosion squads in their white 
overalls and tin hats who are to be seen 
most days putting depth charges under 
the roadway? A maze of subways is 
being formed under our very eyes. Do 
please tell us more. 

This is a mighty work of traffic reform 
right in the heart of London, the like of 
which has probably not been tackled 
before. Some of us may be a little hard 
of comprehension, but after all, the space 
scientists are not afraid to tackle the task 
of trying to provide the dimmest witted 
of us with some idea of what they are 
about, so I do not see why we should 
not expect a _ little schoolmasterly 
patience and endeavour from the LCC 
when it comes to Hyde Park Corner. 


War Damage Payments 


The Commission’s Work in 1960 


THE WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION paid out 
£10im. during 1960 compared with 
£134m. in 1959 and £193m. in 1958. The 
average weekly rate of payments in the 
last quarter of 1960 was £160,000. 

The Commission paid 3,801 ‘cost of 
works’ claims for repairs during the year, 
and made 1,203 payments on account or 
as instalments. The amount involved was 
£8m. of which nearly £3m. was for the 
repair and rebuilding of houses. Other 
principal items were: Commercial build- 
ings, £14m.; factories, £1m.; churches, 
£2m.; shops, £3m. The average amount 
of each claim paid during 1960 was 
£2,149 compared with £2,066 in 1959 
and £2,390 in 1958. 

Value payments amounted to £2m., of 
which £240,000 related to houses. Total 
war damage payments made by the Com- 
mission now amount to £1,2653m. in 
4,738,000 separate payments. Contribu- 
tions by property owners during and after 
the war amounted to nearly £200m. 


Obituary 


Gwilym Bellis, FRIBA 
THE DEPUTY COUNTY ARCHITECT for Den- 
bighshire, Mr. Gwilym Bellis, FRIBA, 
died at his home in Acton-gardens, Wrex- 
ham, last week at the age of 59. He 
had been on the staff for 29 years. 


Housing Progress in 1960 

THE HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS show 
that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during 
December was 27,378 compared with 
26,436 in December, 1959. During the 
year 1960, 297,818 permanent houses 
were completed compared with 276,674 
in 1959. We hope to publish the full 
summary for 1960 in an early issue, 








Stockholm Maligned 


Current Exhibition Fails to do Justice to Swedish Architecture 


THE CURRENT exhibition at the London 
Building Centre on the architecture of 
‘New Stockholm,’ some illustrations of 
which were shown in ‘ The Builder’ last 
week, consists of one or two maps, a 
model, and a series of photographs. The 
photographs are large and beautiful and 
of beautiful buildings but unfortunately 
they convey very little. In one photo- 
graph from the air there is an arrow to 
indicate the residence of the British 
Ambassador to Sweden, and perhaps this 
might be taken as a hint that Britain 
might contribute to the scene of up-to- 
date buildings in Stockholm. The maps 
do not help very much, in that they do 
not explain any of the concepts that 
make up the plan of the new Stockholm. 
The catalogue, again, is not very helpful 
and its layout belongs to the past and 
does not have any of the impressive 
clarity of layout of, say, the Swedish 
magazine ‘ Byggmasteren Arkitektur.’ 

There can be no doubt whatsoever as 
to the quality of the new architecture 
of Stockholm. In the consideration of 
the architecture it is important to under- 
stand the main concepts that govern the 
layout of the city. Stockholm presents 
a clear, if almost textbook, example of 
the development of a city. The medi- 
eval city was situated on an island formed 
by short streams running from Lake 
Malar to the sea. As time went by the 
city spread to the north and to the south 
beyond the island. However. the main 
development occurred in the nineteenth 
century as in most western cities. From 
that time the number of persons who live 
in Stockholm has increased considerably 
until the present when the number is 
800,000. The projected number for the 
area of greater Stockholm for the year 
1990 will be 14m. persons. 

When a city grows it tends to sub- 
divide naturally into a series of congested 
sections each with its own characteristics. 
However, when in 1945-52 the new 
master plans were drawn up for Stock- 
holm this natural breakdown was fore- 
stalled by the evolution of a series of 
suburbs or zones which were to support 
up to 65,000 people in which there would 
be sub-divisions consisting of about 
10,000 to 15,000 inhabitants each with 
their own centres. The first of these 
zones is the existing inner town district 
and its immediate suburbs. The second 
is the almost legendary Vallingsby. VéAl- 
lingsby was opened in 1954 and the most 
recent scheme, Farsta, was opened on 
October 23 last (see ‘The Builder’ of 
December 16). 

Because of the relationship of the zones 
through this concept it is possible to 
recognize many of the factors that have 
affected the design of the buildings. For 
example around the centre of a zone 
there is a complex of buildings, such as 
railway station, shops, and high density 
housing. An example of this can be 
seen in the photograph of the centre of 
Vallingsby. 

One possible criticism of the design 
of the point blocks where they occur in 


the new zones is that they appear to be 
very exposed to the weather. Housing 
generally in the zones has a tremendous 
amount of variety but characteristically 
every building or group of buildings is 
surrounded by green open space. Some 
of the ‘lamella’ type flats—these are 
narrow three-storey blocks usually 
arranged in parallel rows—are not as well 


THE BUILDER 





February 10 1961 


designed as those whose photographs 
appear in the exhibition. 

In general there is a tremendous 
amount of valuable information that 
might well be presented in the form of 
an exhibition. In fact even the field of 
building legislation as instrumented in 
Sweden could so easily be compared with 
our own. Nevertheless, however much 
one may be disappointed with this par- 
ticular exhibition in principle the more 
exhibitions that are held to exchange in- 
formation between different countries in 
this way the better. PETER HOWELL 


London County Council 


Discussion on Direct Labour Refused 


BY ADHERING STRICTLY to a principle of 
debating procedure the chairman of the 
housing committee, Mr. R. E. Goodwin, 
avoided the issue on a direct labour 
motion by the Conservative opposition 
at the meeting of the London County 
Council on January 31. The motion, pro- 
posed by Mr. D. Plummer and seconded 
by Mr. M. Parr, was that it be an instruc- 
tion to the housing committee to arrange 
that the direct labour force of the hous- 
ing department should go out to com- 
petitive tender with private contractors 
in all cases involving new building and, 
in so doing, take into full account all 
overheads involved in the operation of 
the force. 

MR. PLUMMER, referring to answers from 
the minutes of the last housing commit- 
tee meeting, said that no direct labour 
accounts as such were ever issued, thus 
confirming that it was impossible to get 
at the real cost of any project carried out 
by that department. The present policy, 
he said, was to build by direct labour 
some 400 dwellings per year (approximate 
expenditure in the coming year had been 
estimated at £1,210,000) without any 
proper idea as to whether the direct 
labour force was functioning economically 
and competently. 


Ratepayers’ Money Wasted ? 


Only once in recent years, Mr. 
Plummer continued, had the direct labour 
force been out to tender against private 
enterprise, in 1958 on the Waltham Estate 
at Lambeth. The lowest private tender 
on that occasion was about £105,000; the 
direct labour estimate was in the region 
of £100,000. It was significant, he said, 
that this account had never been closed 
and therefore the estimate had not yet 
been proved correct. On the basis of this 
single instance the Council continued to 
build 400 dwellings by direct labour and 
would not dare to go out to tender to 
find out whether the ratepayers’ money 
was being wasted. 

In 1959, continued Mr. Plummer, the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment drew the Council’s attention to the 
desirability of a regular practice of put- 
ting contracts out to competition at least 
for every third scheme. In 1946 a Labour 
Minister laid down that direct labour 
departments should tender under 
precisely the same conditions as private 
contractors and obtain the contract only 


when they submitted the lowest tender. 
The present Council, the speaker con- 
tinued, had chosen to ignore these 
principles and had lost control over costs. 

Quoting recent statistics, Mr. Plummer 
reminded the Council that the direct 
labour force had started work on new 
buildings on 14 sites in 1959, 13 sites in 
1960, and one so far this year. Not one 
of the present four such schemes men- 
tioned in the current housing committee’s 
agenda, he pointed out, had been proved 
by tender. The most effective safeguard 
to the squandering of public monies was 
the individually negotiated contract with 
an independent building organisation 
whose existence and prosperity depended 
on cutting costs to meet the rigours of 
competition. The independent contractor, 
he added, could not conceal anticipated 
extra costs and was bound by a legal 
agreement with, very often, penalty 
clauses. 

The Council, concluded Mr. Plummer, 
had built up a colossal vested interest 
with no means of ensuring that the money 
spent was being done so in the interest 
of the public. 

The chairman of the housing commit- 
tee refused to answer the motion on the 
grounds that the seconder, Mr. Parr, had 
reserved the right to reply later during 
the debate. MR. GOODWIN pointed out 
that he had the right under the rules of 
procedure to hear both arguments before 
replying. The opposition then forced a 
division which resulted in the motion 
being lost. 


South Bank Hotel Site 


IT WAS reported to the meeting of the 
London County Council, on January 31, 
that public advertisements will shortly be 
issued for proposals for the development 
of the 34 acre site on the South Bank 
immediately downstream of Waterloo 
Bridge. The General Purposes Commit- 
tee say that they intend the site to be 
used primarily for an hotel and other 
residential uses, together with conference 
halls, shops and accommodation neces- 
sary for those uses. 

Meanwhile they are considering a num- 
ber of proposals for the development of 
the site upstream of Hungerford Bridge 
which was originally intended for an 
hotel. Other items of LCC news are :— 

Piccadilly Circus ——The Town Planning 
Committee have authorised Sir William 
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Holford, FRIBA, to discuss his tentative 
ideas for the future redevelopment of 
Piccadilly Circus in confidence with 
potential developers in the area, without 
in any way committing the Council at 
this stage. 


Chairman of Town Planning Commit- 
tee.—Mr. W. G. Fiske has been appointed 
chairman of the committee, Mr. Richard 
Edmonds having now resigned. 


Road Improvements and_ Staff.—A 
£20,000 advertising campaign will be un- 
dertaken to recruit 114 more engineers, 
architects, planners, surveyors, valuers 
and lawyers, required as the first stage 
of increasing the rate of expenditure on 
road improvements in London to £10m. 
a year. Professional and technical staff 
required in the Architect’s Department 
numbers 16 and in the Chief Engineer’s 
Department 34. 


A new traffic engineering division is to 
be set up in the Chief Engineer’s De- 
partment which will take over some of 
the work of the improvements division. 


Wood-lane Flyover and West Cross 
Route.—The first report of the Council’s 
new Roads Committee contains a recom- 
mendation that legislation should be pro- 
moted for the acquisition of land and 
works in connection with a £54m. 
scheme for the construction of a six-lane 
flyover and viaduct over Wood-lane and 
the railway lines at the White City end 
of Westway and a new road to Holland 
Park-avenue which will form part of the 
west cross route. 


The flyover and viaduct from Westway 
is intended primarily to form part of the 
complete Western-avenue extension to 
Harrow-road and the whole scheme, 
including the west cross route to Holland 
Park-avenue and the widening of Holland 
Park-avenue, may well be around £23m. 
An early start is possible on the construc- 
tion of the flyover and viaduct which, 
with the other works, would relieve 
traffic congestion at Shepherd’s Bush 
Green and in Wood-lane. This part of 
the scheme has therefore been included 
in the Council’s road programme for 
1962-65. 


Appointment of New Sub-Committee. 
—A joint sub-committee has _ been 
appointed by the Roads Committee and 
the Town Planning Committee to con- 
sider and report on road schemes where 
there are planning considerations and on 
the lines of future road improvements 
where a decision is necessary to enable 
a town planning application to be dealt 
with. 


Home Ownership 


Review -of Development Plan.—At 
question time on January 31, MR. Ss. A. 
MELMAN, on behalf of the chairman of the 
Town Planning Committee, told Mr. R. 
Vigars that 19,600 copies of the popular 
review of the Development Plan, 
entitled ‘New Sights of London,’ had 
been sold, which was a record for one of 
the Council’s general publications. The 
total cost of this publication was £11,261, 
revenue from sales and advertisements 
was £4,493 and the net cost was there- 
fore £6,768. 
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The National Federation 
Election of President ; The Annual Report 


At the annual general meeting of the National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, held in the RIBA building on Wednesday, February 8, Mr. Frank 
Russon, FIOB, of Birmingham, was elected President and Mr. Laurence 
Holloway, FIOB, of London, senior vice-President. Also presented was the 
annual report for 1960, from which the following extracts are taken: 


General Review 


1960 HAS BEEN A YEAR of record activity 
for the building industry. In spite of the 
volume of work in hand, the gross profits 
of building firms fell appreciably in pro- 
portion to total turnover between 1955 
and 1959, and information reaching the 
Federation suggests that tendering con- 
tinued to be extremely keen in 1960. This 
low rate of profitability at a time when 
the industry generally is so fully occupied 
calls for some comment. Low profit 
margins may appear at first sight to bring 
short-term advantages to the individual 
building owner, but, in the long run, they 
are highly damaging to any industry. 
They weaken the ability of building firms 
to raise their standards, to develop train- 
ing schemes, to replace and increase their 
plant, or to improve their management 
techniques. Unless firms have the neces- 
sary funds for reinvestment, their effi- 
ciency will be reduced and the building 
client will be the chief sufferer. 
MATERIALS: There have been excep- 
tionally long delivery periods for a num- 
ber of key materials, notably bricks and 
reinforcing rods. Manufacturers’ stocks 
of bricks were at one time barely suffi- 
cient for three days’ requirements, despite 
substantial increases in production and 
the effect of weather on building. 
PROSPECTS FOR 1961: There are good 
grounds for anticipating that the load on 
the industry will be at least as heavy in 
1961 as it was in 1960; indeed, estimates 
prepared by the Federation suggest that 


Mr. Frank Russon, FIOB, the incoming 
President NFBTE 








it may be slightly higher, possibly by 
two or three per cent. 

Since the building labour force during 
1960 has been generally fully employed 
it seems likely that any increase in total 
output in 1961 must depend rather upon 
increases in output per man than upon 
additions to the total force. If the in- 
crease in productivity achieved in 1960 
can be maintained, this should be 
achieved without undue difficulty. The 
prospects for the more distant future 
could, however, be affected by the recent 
deterioration in the general economic 
position, but it would be unwise to dis- 
miss as unduly optimistic those who 
believe that the early summer of 1961 
will see the beginning of an upswing in 
the general economy. 

MATERIAL COSTS: It may well be that 
the period of relatively stable materials 
prices has come temporarily to an end. 
Apart from an appreciable rise in bricks 
and cement, the prices of roofing tiles 
and slates, glazed tiles, asphalt, hardwood 
and softwood, together with a number of 
miscellaneous items, have all tended to 
increase in recent months. 


Industrial Relations 


The recently announced wages and 
hours settlement gives building operatives 
both a reduction in hours and an increase 
in wage rates. Employers, too, may be 
justified in regarding it as satisfactory. 
It is no small gain, at a time when there 
are demands in so many industries for 
retrospective settlements, to secure recog- 
nition of the special conditions in the 
building industry to the extent of what 
is in effect a wages standstill for a total 
period of 18 months, with a reasonable 
prospect of a further period of wage stabi- 
lity after the October, 1961, changes. 

INFORMAL CONFERENCES BETWEEN 
EXECUTIVES: During the year informal 
conferences were held between represen- 
tatives of the executives of the NFBTE 
and NFBTO. 

At the first of two conferences held in 
May the Operatives submitted a number 
of arguments in favour of a national 
agreement on the appointment and duties 
of stewards. Such an agreement would, 
in their view, facilitate the closer con- 
trol of stewards by their unions and thus 
prevent many unofficial stoppages of work 
and the growth of an unconstitutional 
stewards’ organisation such as had grown 
up in some. other industries. The 
Employers pointed out that many labour 
stoppages arose from the disruptive acti- 
vities of stewards, which employers had 
good grounds for resenting: If it could 
be established that stewards were being 
given training by the unions and if there 
were evidence that the unions were better 
able in cansequence to control them, 
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there would be a stronger case for giving 
them recognitition in the joint agreement. 
It was agreed that draft provisions of 
what the Operatives had in mind should 
be examined at a further meeting. 


New Techniques Examined 


In July a further conference was held 
to discuss the problems presented by new 
techniques of building. After both sides 
had outlined their difficulties in this con- 
nection, the Employers suggested that 
both short- and long-term approaches to 
the problems were necessary. It was sug- 
gested that the short-term approach 
should include joint discussions, in which 
the professions might participate, on the 
immediate problems presented by the 
introduction of new materials and tech- 
niques. As a long-term project the 
Employers proposed that a scientific 
reassessment of the skills required in 
modern building operations should be 
made by an independent organisation 
such as the Building Research Station. 
The Operatives agreed to the desirability 
of the short-term approach but asked for 
time to consider the implications of a 
reassessment of skills. 


Contract and Legal Matters 


PROVISION OF BILLS OF QUANTITIES: 
The Federation received a request from 
the Ministry of Works that the present 
limit of £4,000 in the National Quantities 
Rule should be raised and that the rule 
should provide for greater flexibility in its 
application, particularly in the case of 
works of a simple nature and where sub- 
stantial repetitive elements occur. The 
Council could find no grounds for 
acceding to this request. 

FIRM PRICE TENDERING: It has become 
increasingly evident during the year that 
many building owners and their archi- 
tects have failed to appreciate the impor- 
tance of strict compliance with both the 
spirit and the letter of those conditions 
laid down by the Minister of Works for 
firm price tendering. Tenders have been 
invited where it has become apparent that 
the job has not been thoroughly planned 
in advance and little account is taken of 
the delay in the acceptance of tenders, 
particularly on the part of local authori- 
ties, in estimating the contract period of 
not more than two years. Builders have 
also not had the support which they 
might have expected from manufacturers 
and merchants in making firm price con- 
tracting a success. 

While it is debatable whether the situa- 
tion generally would warrant a recom- 
mendation by the Federation that mem- 
bers should cease to offer firm prices, it is 
certainly necessary to remind building 
owners and their architects of the need 
for strict compliance with the Ministry’s 
conditions if it is to remain possible for 
the industry to continue offering the ser- 
vice of firm prices to its clients. The 
Federation proposes to discuss the posi- 
tion with the Ministry of Works and 
other sections of the industry. 

JOINT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE: The 
future activities of the Committee will 
include the preparation of a code of pro- 
ject management. . 





The Committeee is at present drafting 
detailed guidance for those concerned 
with firm price tendering, with particular 
reference to the importance of complete 
information. At the suggestion of the 
Federation an investigation is being made 
into the extent of the sums outstanding 
to contractors at any one time on account 
of, for example, retentions and delays in 
the settlement of accounts. 


Education and Training 


It is of vital importance not only to 
the building industry but to the country 
as a whole that the industry should, in 
the next few years, recruit considerably 
more boys for training for skilled jobs. 

The Federation feels that it is import- 
ant that the building industry should 
play its full part in Commonwealth 
Technical Training Week. It is hoped 
that all local associations will be pre- 
pared to co-operate in the local arrange- 
ments and that individual members will 
not only participate themselves in such 
events as may be arranged but will also 
permit their apprentices and trainees to 
join in whatever activities may be 
specially arranged for them. 


Accident Prevention 


The published figures of the number of 
reported accidents on building operations 
for the years 1957-59 and for the first 
half of 1960 are bound to be somewhat 
discouraging. Many reasons can be put 
forward to account for this unsatisfac- 
tory trend—the increasing complexity and 
the increasing height of modern buildings; 
the greater awareness, particularly among 
the smaller firms, of the statutory obliga- 
tion to report all accidents involving 
absence from work of three days or more; 
the weather, particularly in 1960. Those 
who know the special conditions of the 
building industry will recognise that all 
these reasons have some validity. It must, 
nevertheless, be appreciated that public 
and political opinion will tend to regard 
them as little more than excuses and ‘will 
contrast the rising accident-rate in build- 
ing with the declining accident-rate in 
industry generally. 


General Federation Activities 


DIRECT LABOUR: The powers of the 
central government to check the abuses 
often associated with the operation of 
direct labour departments are limited. and 
Ministers are not always prepared to 
exercise the powers they do possess unless 
there is evidence that a substantial body 
of local opinion in any particular area is 
opposed to the policy of carrying out as 
much work as possible by direct labour, 
whatever the cost. The fight against 
direct labour must therefore be carried 
on primarily at local level. The “Council 
of the Federation has recommended that, 
in every area where direct labour:depart- 
ments are either in operation or are pro- 
posed, specific action should be taken to 
counter the propaganda which is con- 
tinually being spread to the effect that 
direct labour saves the ratepayers’ money. 
In many areas direct labour is likely to be 
a major issue in the municipal elections 
in May. 
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PAINTERS’ COMMITTEE: Discussions have 
continued throughout the year in regard 
to the proposal of the Central Electricity 
Generating Board to invite tenders for 
the painting of new power stations from 
paint manufacturers, who were to be re- 
sponsible for preparing their own speci- 
fications and for guaranteeing the work 
for a number of years. This proposal 
was strongly opposed by the organisations 
of paint manufacturers and painting con- 
tractors, including the Federation. The 
Board, being anxious to divest itself of 
the normal functions of a building owner 
and to transfer all its responsibilities to 
the manufacturers, has not seen fit so 
far to modify its position and, towards the 
end of the year, it invited tenders for 
the painting of two power stations from 
both painting contractors and from paint 
manufacturers. It is understood that the 
organisations concerned advised their 
members to refrain from tendering. The 
Paint and Painting Industries Liaison 
Committee thereupon wrote to the Board 
requesting a formal assurance that the 
Board will accept the traditional practice 
in the building industry of making the 
painting contractor responsible for the 
paint and the painting work. 


Registered House-Builders 


THE HOUSING PROGRAMME: In spite of 
the ever present difficulties connected 
with the supply of land and money for 
home ownership, the private house-build- 
ing industry continued during 1960 to 
consolidate its position as the major pro- 
vider of homes in this country. The main 
difficulties of finding adequate supplies of 
land and money to meet the needs of a 
sustained demand for homes are likely 
to lead to some redeployment of the 
industry, particularly that section of it 
which has in the past operated within the 
Green Belts surrounding London and the 
other large towns. A subject which will 
engage the attention of the FRHB Coun- 
cil to an increasing degree in the future 
is the share of private enterprise in the 
following: : 

(a) Urban Redevelopment.—This will 
involve a high degree of co-operation 
between all concerned. In this connec- 
tion also the technique, both practical 
and administrative, of building flats for 
sale requires to be studied. 

(b) Houses for Letting.—The relatively 
slow progress towards the complete de- 
control of rents has undoubtedly had a 
retarding influence on the re-entry of 
private enterprise into this field. It would 
indeed be regrettable if it came to be 
generally accepted that, because of eco- 
nomic or political uncertainty, public 
authorities were the only providers of 
rented accommodation. Certainly one 
thing which is needed is a better climate 
of opinion as to what constitutes a rea- 
sonable proportion of income to be spent 
on shelter, whether by way of rental or 
purchase price. The FRHB is hopeful 
that the spread of differential rent 
schemes will go some way towards that 
end and that ways and means will be 
found of giving some encouragement to 
builders wishing to build for letting. 

(c) New Towns.—It would appear that 
there is still scope for far greater partici- 
pation by private builders. 
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The Week in Parliament 


From Our Own Correspondent 


Traffic Engineering in 
London 


AN INDICATION of recent traffic engineering 
developments in London and a progress 
report on the provision of off-street car 
parking was given by MR. ERNEST MARPLES, 
Minister of Transport, when he moved 
the second reading of the Hyde Park 
(Underground Parking) Bill, which autho- 
rises the construction under Hyde Park 
of a garage for parking over 1,000 cars. 
There was a somewhat mixed reception 
for this project, although the Bill went 
through unopposed. 

Mr. Marples referred once again to the 
impact of the immense growth of traffic 
upon the cities of Britain and mentioned 
that the methods by which the London 
Traffic Management Unit were tackling 
the problem in the capital city were 
numerous. They were embarking on one- 
way traffic streams and trying to estab- 
lish urban clearways, the first being to 
London Airport. Another study which 
the Traffic Management Unit were making 
was to try to get some arteries in the 
inner part of London, within a two-mile 
radius of Aldwych. They had already 
earmarked 50 miles of roads which they 
hoped would be the main arteries and 
they would try to ease traffic flow on 
these roads. 

There would be an origin and destina- 
tion survey in London and the Ministry 
had had discussions with the LCC. A 
team of consultants had been appointed 
which would have the benefit of some of 
the experience of leading United States 
traffic engineers and also in the replan- 
ning of urban areas, the great emphasis 
now being placed on segregating the 
pedestrian from the motor car. 

After detailing the growth of parking 
meter schemes, the Minister said that in 
the centre of London local authorities and 
private enterprise were between them get- 
ting on well with the job of providing 
off-street parking. In the Cities of Lon- 
don and Westminster, and in the boroughs 
of St. Marylebone, Holborn, St. Pancras 
and Finsbury 12,000 car spaces had either 
been provided or were being planned. 
The City of London had plans to provide 
either by itself or in combination with 
private developers, a total of 7,000 car 
spaces, most of which would be ready 
within five years. In the Mayfair area, 
Westminster City Council were building 
a garage at Audley-square/Waverton- 
street, which would take 360 cars, and 
had plans for garages at Savile Row and 
Whitcombe-street to accommodate 
another 600. Private enterprise had com- 
pleted a garage at Curzon Street House 
and one was projected in Bourdon-street 
for another 200. 


The Hyde Park Scheme 

Mayfair was an extremely difficult place 
for off-street parking because of the ex- 
pensiveness of the sites and that was 
where Hyde Park was a godsend. The 
Minister of Works and himself were satis- 
fied that an acceptable scheme could be 
devised without unduly harming the 


Park’s amenities. They were also satis- 
fied it would fit in with the road system. 

The authorised area was 36 acres, giving 
the developer some room for manoeuvre 
in the siting and design of the garage. 
The area developed as a garage would 
probably be six acres with capacity for 
1,000 or 1,100 cars in the north-east 
corner of the Park. The design and signs 
would be agreed with the Ministry of 
Works and subject to the normal plan- 
ning procedure of the LCC. There would 
be a small number of ventilation shafts 
among the trees. These shafts might be 
concealed in park shelters and their 
placing would be agreed with the Minister 
of Works. There would be certain emer- 
gency exits and their placing would be 
agreed with Lord John Hope. 

Some trees would be affected, but the 
number was not expected to exceed 15. 
The civil enginering technique of what 
was known as ‘cut and cover’ would be 
used. This was much cheaper than the 
method of normal tunnelling and it would 
mean that the Parade Ground, used for 
ceremonial purposes, would be restored 
completely. 

If and when Parliament approved the 
Bill he proposed to grant a lease on a 
competitive basis for building and opera- 
ting the garage, either to a local authority 
or private developer, but it seemed most 
likely that private enterprise would be 
entrusted with the task. He could not 
say when building work would start. 

MR. WILLIAM DEEDES said it was not 
only the future prospects of Hyde Park 
that worried him. Presumably this de- 
sign was an exemplar of what was possible 
elsewhere. Was this cut and cover idea 
for open spaces to be regarded as an 
example which other local authorities 
should follow? Civil engineering on this 
scale demanded traffic engineering on a 
commensurate scale. A grand project of 
this kind was not a substitute for deep 
constructive thought on a traffic engineer- 
ing problem. 


Piccadilly Circus 
Redevelopment 


ASKED the present position of the plans 
for the development of Piccadilly Circus, 
MR. HENRY BROOKE, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, told the Com- 
mons on January 31 that he understood 
that the proposals of Sir William Holford, 
who had been engaged as consultant by 
the LCC, had not been submitted in final 
form but that he had informally explained 
his provisional proposals to members of 
the council and was now proceeding to 
consult with some of the interests mainly 
concerned. 

MR. J. GRIMOND, the Liberal leader, 
asked what was the position mainly of 
the developer, Mr. Cotton. Was he 
preparing rival plans to Sir William Hol- 
ford? Did the Minister not feel concern 
about the delay and the apparent 
indefiniteness about the future course of 
the Holford plan or any plan Mr. Cotton 
might be producing? 

MR. BROOKE did not think it was fair to 
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talk about delay. Sir William Holford 
was given a very large task and public 
opinion was behind the idea that- some- 
one should prepare a comprehensive plan. 


The Public Health Bill 


BEFORE the committee stage of the Public 
Health Bill was concluded on January 31, 
Viscount Hailsham, Lord President of the 
Council, accepted, on behalf of the Gov- 
ernment, an amendment by Lord Cones- 
ford to delete from the Bill the contro- 
versial Clause 49. This clause, explained 
LORD CONESFORD, enabled a _ local 
authority to take one-eighth or an acre 
of an open space, whichever was the less, 
and use it as a parking space for relieving 
traffic congestion. This was as offensive 
to informed public opinion as it was to 
the amenity societies. Existing parks and 
open grounds were the last places to 
which they ought to look for parking 
spaces. 

LORD HAILSHAM, who indicated some 
doubts about the wisdom of deleting the 
clause before he announced the Govern- 
ment’s decision, said 300 local authorities 
had obtained similar special powers and 
there had been remarkably little com- 
plaint about the way in which these 
powers had been used. Little attention 
had been paid in the debate to the effect 
of local public opinion and little weight 
had been attached to the value of public 
local inquiries and the opinion of the 
Minister. 

The Ministry with the policy interest 
was the Ministry of Transport but the 
Ministry which would give or withhold 
consent was the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government whose policy interest 
must always be the preservation of an 
open space. He would have thought this 
should not be lightly disregarded as a 
safeguard. It was the intention of the 
Minister that the Bill should be one that 
included not merely clauses that were 
right but clauses which to some extent 
were non-controversial. He would, on 
behalf of the Government, accept the 
deletion of the clause provided it was dis- 
tinctly understood that he was not bind- 
ing the Minister of Transport in any 
private legislation that might subse- 
quently be put forward by local authori- 
ties. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Hospital Building, 
Scotland 


MR. JOHN MACLAY, Secretary of State for 
Scotland, announced in a written reply 
on February 1 that it had been possible to 
agree with Scottish -Regional Hospital 
Boards a provisional selection of the 
major hospital building projects that 
should, if possible, be started during the 
next 10 years. 

‘The Regional Boards,’ he said, ‘ are 
now devoting a large part of their effort, 
in consultation with the Boards of 
management concerned, to the heavy task 
of filling in the outlines of these large 
projects and working out their precise 
content so that they can bring each of 
them forward for my approval in prin- 
ciple.’ 

He continued: ‘ Expenditure on hospi- 
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A model of the new £14m. Biology Block for the University of Birmingham, on 
which work has started, showing the 9-storey tower 130 ft. high and the 3-storey 
quadrangle building. A feature of the tower will be the large teaching laboratories 
with unrestricted floor space, in the construction of which concrete beams of 
40 ft. span are to be placed in intermediate positions between the vertical columns, 


allowing service ducts to run the full height of the building. 


The architects are 


Playne & Lacey; the consulting engineers, Ove Arup & Partners; and the builders 
John Laing Construction Ltd. 


tal building in 1962-63, subject to the 
economic situation and the voting by 
Parliament of the necessary money, will 
rise to a provisional figure of £4,800,000. 
I have made regulations raising from 
£30,000 to £60,000 the maximum cost of 
building projects which Hospital Boards 
can undertake without my prior 
authority. I have announced* most of the 
major schemes which are due to start up 
to 1964-65, these being as follows: 


Western Region.—Western Infirmary, Glas- 
gow (rebuilding); Dunoon Cottage Hospital 
(replacement); Victoria Infirmary, Glasgow 
(new out-patient department); Southern 
General Hospital, Glasgow (new casualty 
clinic); Glasgow Dental Hospital (extension); 
Glasgow Royal Infirmary (extension); Vale 
of Leven Hospital (new maternity unit); 
David Elder Infirmary, Glasgow (new 
maternity unit); Royal Samaritan Hospital, 
Glasgow (new maternity unit); Bellsdyke 
Mental Hospital, Larbert (extension); Camies- 
burn Hospital, Glasgow (new plastic surgery 
unit); Southern General Hospital, Glasgow 
(new neuro surgery unit). 

South Eastern Region.—Edinburgh Royal 
Infirmary (rebuilding); Western General Hos- 
pital, Edinburgh (rebuilding); Victoria Hos- 
pital, Kirkcaldy (second extension); Randolph 
Wemyss Hospital, Buckhaven (extension). 

Eastern Region.—Ninewells, Dundee (new 
teaching hospital); Maryfield Hospital, Dun- 
dee (rebuilding and extension); Dundee 
Dental Hospital (extension). 

North Eastern Region.—Aberdeen Royal 
Infirmary (extension). 

Northern Region.—Portree, Skye (new hos- 


pital); Belford Hospital, Fort William 
(replacement); Broadford Hospital, Skye 
(extension). 


Other Business 


Cwmbran New Town 
MR. LEO ABSE asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government on 


*s* A list of major hospital building 
schemes in England and Wales is on page 
282.—EDITOR. 


January 24 whether he would expedite his 
approval of the plans submitted to him for 
the development of the west and south- 
west areas of Cwmbran New Town; and 
whether he would give assurances that 
the Cwmbran Development Corporation 
would not be wound up on reaching the 
original population target of 35,000. 

MR. BROOKE: ‘I have asked the local 
authorities concerned for their comments 
on the plans, and I hope to receive these 
soon. Meanwhile I am examining the 
Development Corporation’s programme 
and considering whether they should go 
on building after the population reaches 
75,000.’ 


Planning Appeals Policy 


MR. SYDNEY IRVING asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government on 
January 24 what method he was adopting 
to recruit additional inspectors to deal 
with the increased number of planning 
appeals; and what increase he proposed 
in the establishment. 

MR. BROOKE: ‘In present circumstances 
the recruitment and training of additional 
inspectors is virtually a continuous pro- 
cess. Inspectors for established posts are 
recruited through competitions held at 
intervals by the Civil Service Commis- 
sion; those for temporary posts by way of 
the Technical and Scientific Register of 
the Ministry of Labour. At the latest 
competition for additional inspectors 14 
people were successful and a further com- 
petition is to be held in the near future.’ 

He added: ‘ My concern is steadily to 
build up the number of my inspectors but 
in doing so I do not want to sacrifice 
quality for quantity.’ 

MRS. JOYCE BUTLER asked him to list the 
planning cases in which he had intervened 
during the past year because of their 
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national importance. He wrote in reply: 
‘230 planning applications were called in 
during 1960 for decision by me instead 
of by the local planning authority, though 
not all of them because they had national 
importance.’ National importance was 
a matter of degree and he regretted he 
could not undertake to list these applica- 
tions by reference to it. 

He also told Mrs. Butler that in 1960 
he accepted the recommendations of his 
inspectors in 4,461 cases and differed 
from them in 337. In some of these latter 
cases the difference was in matters of 
detail only. 


Sierra Leone Residences 


MR. NORMAN PANNELL asked the Minister 
of Works on January 24, what arrange- 
ments were being made to provide 
accommodation for the United Kingdom 
High Commissioner and his staff in Free- 
town, Sierra Leone, on the attainment of 
independence by that colony. 

LORD JOHN HOPE: ‘ With the help of 
the Sierra Leone Government. sites have 
been found for the construction of resi- 
dences for the head of the UK Mission 
and his deputy. For the other staff, 
houses and flats are now being built. The 
offices will be in a new office building, of 
which one floor is being completed to the 
requirements of the Mission.’ 


Housing Birmingham Overspill 


MR. BROOKE, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, said on January 24 
that he was not yet in a position to make 
a further statement about his consulta- 
tions with West Midlands local authori- 
ties on Birmingham overspill. 


Brick Production Prospects 


Brick production in 1960 was the 
highest since the war and amounted to 
7,284m., said LORD JOHN HOPE, Minister 
of Works, in a written reply on January 
27. The comparable figure for 1957 was 
6,914m. 

Asked by MR. NORMAN DODDs what were 
the prospects for 1961 in meeting an in- 
creasing demand for bricks, THE MINISTER 
said that a number of new works had 
recently been opened and other brick- 
makers had increased, or planned to in- 
crease, their productive capacity. This 
should provide an additional 200m. bricks 
in 1961. Stocks held by brickmakers on 
December 31 were, in 1960, 161m. and, 
in 1958, 349m. 


The Home Safety Bill 


The Home Safety Bill, which would 
enable certain local authorities in England 
and Wales to promote safety in the home 
and make contributions to voluntary 
organisations whose activities consist of 
or include the promotion of home safety, 
received its reading on January 27. The 
sponsor of the Bill is MR. ALBERT COSTAIN. 


Rebuilding Euston Station 


The Government’s decision that the 
London-Midland main line electrification 
project from Euston to Crewe, Man- 
chester and Liverpool should go ahead 
was announced by MR. ERNEST MARPLES, 
Minister of Transport, in a debate on 
British Railways on January 30, and his 
Parliamentary Secretary, MR. JOHN HAY, 
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subsequently indicated that for the first 
time the scheme included the rebuilding 
of Euston Station. This was a reason 
why it was now expected that the scheme 
would not be completed until 1966, two 
years later than previously expected. 


Council House Building in 1961 


MR. HENRY BROOKE, Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, told the Commons 
on January 31 that he saw no reason to 
expect in 1961 any marked change from 
last year in the number of council houses 
built. The total rate of house building 
had continued in 1960 at about 300,000 
houses a year. The Government’s policy 
remained to maintain a high rate of house 
building while keeping the charge to pub- 
lic funds within bounds. 

He added that the outstanding feature 
of house building in recent years was the 
astonishingly rapid rise in the number of 
people who evidently could buy their own 
houses and wanted to buy them. The 
number of council houses completed in 
1960 was higher than before and he 
expected it to be this year about the same 
level as last year. 


Prefabricated Houses 


SIR BARNETT JANNER asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government on 
January 31 how many prefabricated 
houses were still occupied; how many had 
been withdrawn from use; and whether 
those remaining occupied were expected 
to be habitable until alternative housing 
accommodation was available. 

MR. BROOKE: ‘109,792 temporary 
bungalows are still in use; 14,663 have 
been withdrawn from use. To provide 
sufficient accommodation to rehouse the 
occupants before the temporary 
bungalows become unfit for habitation 
will be well within the capacity of all the 
450 local authorities concerned.’ 


Redevelopment of City Centres 


MR. DEEDES asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government on Janu- 
ary 31 what guidance he had sent to local 
authorities on the subject of redevelop- 
ment of city centres, with a view to 
obtaining a more unified approach to this 
development. 

SIR KEITH JOSEPH, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary: ‘The Minister has sent out no 
general guidance; but his officers are in 
touch with many local authorities engaged 
in or thinking of central area re-develop- 
ment, and are giving advice. This is a 
subject of great difficulty, not least 
because no two city centres are alike; but 
the Department is beginning a study of it 
with a view to seeing what general guid- 
ance might be given. The Minister of 
Transport is much concerned and our two 
Departments are in close touch and are 
collaborating over the studies to be 
initiated.’ 

MR. DEEDES: ‘While I acknowledge 
the difficulties and what the Parliamentary 
Secretary has so far said, is he aware that 
the central problem here is one of 
finance, because many of these local 
authorities are required to lay hands on 
large sums of money in order to get com- 
prehensive development? Has any 
approach been made towards getting some 
kind of formula? ’ 


SIR KEITH JOSEPH: ‘ There is no proven 
need for outside financial help in these 
cases, but the Government are urgently 
considering the possibility of extending 
the power of local authorities to defer 
interest payments.’ 


Preservation of Historic Buildings 


MR. BIGGS-DAVISON asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government on 
January 31 what was Government policy 
on the preservation of buildings of 
historic interest or architectural distinc- 
tion affected by schemes of urban re- 
development. 

SIR KEITH JOSEPH, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary: ‘The Government’s policy is to 
encourage the preservation of these 
buildings unless there are positive reasons 
for permitting demolition that outweigh 
the historic or architectural importance 
of the particular building.’ 

Asking if the Government’s policy was 
effective, MR. BIGGS-DAVISON referred to 
a widespread impression that many build- 
ings of beauty and distinction were being 
bulldozed out of existence merely because 
it was cheaper for the developer to make 
a clean sweep of the site. SIR KEITH: 
‘That is not my impression. I am con- 
fident that the machinery ensures that no 
building is sacrificed unless that is 
absolutely essential in the national 
interest.’ 


Slum Clearance Progress 


SIR RICHARD PILKINGTON asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment on January 31 at what rate slum 
dwellings were now being replaced. 

MR. BROOKE: ‘Final figures for 1960 
are not yet available, but I expect they 
will show that in England and Wales last 
year about 60,000 houses were demolished 
or closed, and 160,000 persons rehoused. 
Subject to minor fluctuations, this has 
been the rate at which slum clearance and 
rehousing have gone ahead since 1957, 
and I hope it will be maintained this 
year.’ 


Rebuff for Direct Labour Department 


MR. WILLIAM HAMILTON asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland on January 31 
why he had refused permission to the 
Fife County Council Direct Labour 
Department to build the Torbain Infant 
School in Fife, in view of their experience 
in this type of contract and the speed, 
efficiency and quality of their work. 

MR. MACLAY wrote: ‘Competitive 
tenders were publicly invited for this pro- 
ject and there appeared to be no good 
reason why the lowest offer should not 
be accepted.’ 


Tenders for Severn Bridge 


MR. NESS EDWARDS asked the Minister 
of Transport on February 1 if he would 
now state when work would be started 
on the Severn Bridge project. 

MR. JOHN HAY, Parliamentary Secretary: 
‘Tenders for construction of the foun- 
dations and sub-structure of the Severn 
Bridge and an access road to the site are 
under consideration. We expect to let 
the contract for this work shortly.’ 

Pressed on the definition of ‘ shortly,’ 
Mr. Hay said the invitations to tender 
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were issued on September 28, 1960, and 
after a request by several potential 
tenderers the Ministry were obliged to 
extend the tender period to January 10. 
They were not on the point of deciding. 


Survey on Street Lighting 


MR. JOHN CRONIN asked the Minister of 
Transport on February 1 what steps he 
intended to take to obtain a nationally 
satisfactory standard of street lighting. 

MR. ERNEST MARPLES: ‘ There is already 
a British Standard Code of Practice for 
Street Lighting which recommends stan- 
dards for traffic routes and for other 
roads, widely used by lighting authorities 
as a guide. In London and one or two 
other great conurbations, moreover, light- 
ing authorities have formed consultative 
committees to co-ordinate their work. I 
have also in hand a survey of present 
lighting conditions on all trunk and Class 
I roads, which is almost complete, and 
this information will have to be studied 
before any further steps can usefully be 
considered.’ 


Accommodation for Old People 


MR. JOHN EDEN asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government what 
progress was being made in meeting the 
urgent need of elderly people for reason- 
ably-priced accommodation of a con- 
venient size. 

MR. BROOKE: ‘Last year local authori- 
ties in England and Wales completed 
over 27,000 one-bedroom dwellings suit- 
able for elderly people. This represents 
26 per cent of their total building, com- 
pared with 22 per cent in 1959 and 7 per 
cent in 1951. These figures include a 
growing proportion of flatlets specially 
designed for old people, as recommended 
in my Department’s 1958 and 1960 hand- 
books. New building is also supplemented 
by the conversion of older properties 
into accommodation suitable for old 
people. This is encouraging progress, but 
I am taking every opportunity to urge 
local authorities and housing associations 
to do still more building for old people.’ 


Coal Exchange to Go 


MR. TOM DRIBERG referred to the pro- 
posed demolition of the Coal Exchange 
in the City of London and asked, if in 
view of the historical interest and import- 
ance of this building, the Minister would 
secure its preservation. 

SIR KEITH JOSEPH: ‘The Minister is 
aware of the proposal and of the con- 
siderable architectural interest of the 
internal iron structure of the building. 
Unfortunately the building stands in the 
way of a vital road improvement and he 
has come to the conclusion that he would 
not be justified in insisting upon its 
retention on the present site.’ He added: 
‘There was a difficult conflict of public 
interests here. The vital road must inter- 
fere either with an absolutely outstand- 
ing building, the Custom House, on one 
side, or with a considerably less outstand- 
ing building on the other. Despite all 
the interest in preserving the Coal 
Exchange building, it could not take 
priority over this important road.’ 

[Further news of the Coal Exchange’s 
future is in ‘ Building in the City,’ p. 274.] 
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Safety in Building 


Minister of Labour Praises Birmingham's Lead 


THE NATIONAL LEAD given by Birmingham 
in the matter of industrial safety was 
praised by the Minister of Labour, mr. 
JOHN HARE, MP, when he attended the 
fourth annual dinner of the Building and 
Civil Engineering Contractors’ Section of 
the Birmingham and District Safety 
Group, held in the Midland Hotel, 
Birmingham, on February 3. Mr. F. S. 
Sharman, FIOB, was in the chair. 

After outlining the work done by his 
Ministry for the disabled, the Minister 
said that many of them had reached that 
state through mishap in the building 
industry, where the rising number of 
accidents must be regarded as most 
disturbing. Latest figures showed that 
217 persons were killed on construction 
sites in Great Britain in 1959. and 18,000 
more were injured. ‘I fear that the total 
for 1960 will be even worse.’ said the 
Minister. 

Birmingham, he continued, was to be 
congratulated on taking a national lead 
in safety training with the creation five 
vears ago of the Industrial Safety Train 
ing Centre at Acocks Green, the first of 
its kind in Europe. It had been followed 
by similar establishments in London 
(Enfield), Liverpool, Edinburgh and 
Cardiff. The task of achieving safety on 
sites was unremitting, said the Minister, 
and he hoped that the enthusiasm shown 
by Birmingham, particularly by Mr. 
Patrick Whitehouse and the chairman 
Mr. Sharman, would be maintained. 

Mr. Hare was responding to the toast 
of the Building and Civil Engineering sec- 
tion, proposed by MR. PATRICK WHITF- 
HOUSE, FIOB, deputy chairman of the Sec- 
tion. Despite the success of the Centre 
in the drive towards more safety, 
even Birmingham had only scratched the 
surface of the problem so far: for instance 
the 160 persons present represented only 
27 firms. ‘It is time that payment of 
lip service goes,’ declared Mr. White- 
house, ‘in favour of people doing some- 
thing for themselves. I hope that with 
the appointment of our first full-time 
Director, Mr. Hearn, more firms will be 
stimulated into action.’ 


Replanning Birmingham 


Building opportunities ahead of 
Birmingham were referred to by MR. IAN 
M. LESLIE, Editor of ‘The Builder,’ in 
proposing the toast of the City of 
Birmingham. Because, perhaps, very 
little modern building was done until 
about 1950, there was a good deal of talk 
in the city of ‘ square boxes,’ ‘ pigeon-hole 
architecture’ and the like. ‘Now with 
many of Joseph Chamberlain’s 75-year 
leases falling in, there are tremendous 
opportunities to make Birmingham a fine 
modern city with light, airy and well- 
designed buildings of character. 

‘It would be a pity if, at this unique 
moment, thoughts of purely financial 
advantage should dictate the pattern of 
development,’ he declared. ‘The best 
expert advice available should be taken 
by the responsible lay committees, who 
should not be afraid to encourage experi- 
ment. 

‘Birmingham was well served by its 
architects and builders,’ Mr. Leslie added. 
In the City Architect Mr. Sheppard 
Fidler, the city had a designer and planner 
whose reputation stood as high as any in 
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Great Britain and who had been accorded 
the compliment, unique so far as he knew. 
of being appointed assessor for a Scottish 
architectural competition. And Birming- 
ham was about to provide the President 
of the National Federation in the shape 
of that fine builder, Mr. Frank Russon. 

Response was by ALD. JOHN H. LEWIS, 
the Deputy Mayor, who gave an interest- 
ing account of the building of Birming- 
ham’s town hall by J. A. Hansom, in 
1834, four years before Birmingham 
received its charter, and also spoke of 
the lead given in industrial safety by the 


city. 
The Guests were toasted by the 
chairman, MR. SHARMAN, in felicitous 


fashion, response being by MR. PETER 
TRENCH, Director of the National Federa- 
tion. 

Those present included: The Chief 
Inspector of Factories (Mr. T. W. 
McCullough); Mr. A. W. Moore 
(Regional Director MoW); Dr. Lawson 
(chairman Birmingham & District Safety 
Group); Mr. A. F. Hatfull (Ministry of 
Labour); Mr. C. J. Chetwood; Mr. J. A. 
Whittall; Mr. A. C. Bryant; Mr. P. 
Wyatt; Mr. J. A. Hayward; the chairmen 
and secretaries of the London, Liverpool 
and Edinburgh Safety Groups; and Mr. 
R. Hearn, Director of the Birmingham 
and District Safety Group. 


Building in the City 


Demolition of Coal Exchange Deferred 


AT THE REQUEST of the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, the Court of 
Common Council at their meeting on 
February 2 deferred a decision on accept- 
ing a tender for the demolition of the 
Coal Exchange building in Lower Thames- 
street. As long ago as June, 1958, the 
Court agreed to their coal and corn and 
finance committee’s recommendation that 
demolition was necessary for the proposed 
widening of Lower Thames-street, on the 
understanding that the committee would 
report further, if necessary, after receiv- 
ing the views of the Royal Fine Art 
Commission. 

On February 2 the committee had sub- 
mitted, after consultation with the Com- 


New Safety Device 





As part of its campaign to reduce industrial 
accidents, the Accident Prevention Division 
of the Midland Employers’ Mutual Assurance, 
Ltd., is awarding certificates of approval to 
equipment considered to be of exceptional 
value in the safety field. The first of these 
certificates is being awarded to Neldco 
Processes Ltd., Crossway House, Bracknell, 
Berkshire, for its Sala Safety Block. This 
device is a spring loaded safety line with auto- 
matic braking arrangements, and it is 
invaluable for the protection of workers in 
dangerous places. The illustration shows the 
company’s sales manager demonstrating his 
confidence in the device by jumping from a 
pylon. The chairman of the Midland 
Employers’ Mutual Assurance Ltd., Mr. Allan 
Barnfield, OBE, presented the certificate to 
Mr. F. T. C. Doughty, managing director of 
Neldco Processes Ltd. at a ceremony at 
Midland Assurance Building, on January 31 





mission and other bodies, proposals for 
the immediate demolition of the building 
and acceptance of the lowest tender. 

The Town Clerk, however, read a letter 
from the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government drawing attention to a ques- 
tion about the Coal Exchange by Mr. T. 
Driberg, MP, in the House of Commons 
on February 1, seeking a stay of execu- 
tion pending a debate in the House. The 
Parliamentary Secretary had replied that 
he was not aware of any urgency in the 
case. The letter said that the Minister 
now understood that the Court were con- 
sidering a report that day recommending 
acceptance of a tender for demolition. 

The letter continued: ‘The Minister 
asks me to say that he would be very 
grateful if the Court of Common Council 
could postpone taking any irrevocable 
decision for, say, four weeks to allow a 
reasonable opportunity for Mr. Driberg 
to seek to raise the matter on the adjourn- 
ment of the House.’ The chairman of the 
committee, MR. RODWAY STEPHENS, said he 
was sure it was the wish of members of 
the Court that they should comply with 
the request of the Minister. He asked 
leave to withdraw the report. Agreed. 


Company News 


The old established Birmingham firm of 
B. WHITEHOUSE & SONS LTD., has_ been 
acquired by Holland & Hannen and Cubitts 
(Great Britain) Ltd., and will work in con- 
junction with the latter’s North Western 
branch. Mr. Patrick B. Whitehouse, FIOB, 
will continue as director in charge of the 
firm’s considerable contract works which 
include new buildings for the University of 
Birmingham. 
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A Humanist Architecture for America 


Its Relation to the Traditional Architecture of Japan 


The second annual ‘ Marley’ lecture, sponsored by the Yerbury Foundation, 
was given by Mr. Minoru Yamasaki, BArch, the eminent American architect, 
at the Royal Institute of British Architects on November 15. Mr. Yamasaki 
spoke about his architectural beliefs and illustrated his ideas with lantern 
slides of his work. Extracts from the paper and the subsequent discussion 
are given below. Mr. Aisher was in the chair. 


FREQUENT VISITS to the orient and to 
Japan have helped to clarify my belief 
that the understanding of certain quali- 
ties in Japanese architecture will help 
architects to shape the kind of environ- 
ment necessary to a better life. I am 
fully aware that my admiration of cer- 
tain intrinsic qualities in Japanese archi- 
tecture has had a positive effect on the 
underlying philosophy on which I try to 
base my designs. 

The reason why I believe it is so im- 
portant to clarify the objectives of this 
philosophy is because today there are a 
few very influential architects who sin- 
cerely believe that all buildings must be 
‘strong’ or ‘ powerful ’—that each build- 
ing should be a monument to the virility 
of our society. These architects look 
with some derision upon attempts to build 
a friendly, more gentle kind of building. 

The basis for their belief is that our 
culture is derived primarily from Europe 
and most of the important traditional 
examples of European architecture are 
monumental ones. Western architectural 
education has been slanted heavily to- 
wards Europe in architectural history, 


almost completely ignoring the very 
important periods of other parts of the 
world, such as Saracenic, Japanese, 


Chinese or Indian. 

The overwhelming uplift and excite- 
ment experienced in seeing buildings such 
as these cannot help but influence our 
thoughts and our work. Yet we must 
realise that the buildings we erect for 
our times are for a totally different pur- 
pose. The buildings necessary for our 
societv should not be objects to awe and 
inspire, but should be part of an environ- 
ment to enhance our way of life and to 
serve as a thoughtful background for the 
activities of contemporary man. Attempts 
to turn commercial buildings, schools or 
residences into cathedrals or palaces can 
only result in buildings completely in- 
congruous to our way of life. 


Eliminating Anarchy 


The only way to eliminate the apparent 
anarchy which exists in architecture today 
is to examine the essential reasons for 
the kind of architecture we must have, 
bevond basic characteristics of structural 
stability, utility and compatibility, to the 
economic framework of society. Without 
the discipline and the inspiration which 
can be provided by a clear understanding 
of purpose, we will not be able to accom- 
plish the gigantic job of framing modern 
man in his proper environment. 

Throughout history the architecture of 
i particular society has reflected the 
beliefs and life of that society. The archi- 
ecture of our society must be totally con- 


sistent with our way of life and ideals. 
Though its obvious purpose is to house 
the complex activities of man, its more 
positive attribute is to elevate the spirit 
of humanity and be sympathetic and inte- 
grated with its ideals; it must recognise 
the human characteristics which are fun- 
damental to it. This idea in its essence, 
I believe, is the philosophy of humanism 
in architecture. A monument to the ego 
of a particular owner or architect is con- 
tradictory to the principle that each man 
who uses the building should be able, 
through his environment, to have the 
sense of dignity and individual strength 
to carry on his hopes and aspirations. The 
only strength we do need is the strength 
of our inner convictions in our purpose 
and belief. 

Humanism in architecture, though 
begun in England and carried over into 
America’s colonial days, had difficulty in 
development because of the immaturity 
of democracy itself, and because architec- 
ture was inhibited by the use of tradi- 
tional elements from the past. Today 
with the maturity of our democracy and 
the full palette of techniques available, 
we are able to meet the challenge of an 
architecture for all the people—a con- 
ception which is only possible through a 
humanist philosophy. 


Six Main Goals 


To achieve this high purpose the goals 
to realise are: 1. To enhance the enjoy- 
ment of life through beauty and delight. 
2. To be uplifting. 3. To give order, and 
through order, a background of serenity 
for the complex activity of modern life. 
4. To be truthful. It must have an intrinsic 
clarity of structure which is natural and 
inevitable for the purpose it fulfils. 5. 
To have full understanding of, and fidelity 
to our technological processes. 6. To be 
in scale with man so that he is at all 
times secure and happy in his environ- 
ment and intimately related to it. 

Most of these qualities are basic to 
the older architectures. Proportion, 
elegance of detail, and nobility exist in 
the wonderful European buildings of the 
past. In two areas—the understanding of 
serenity and in the understanding of 
scale—we need further clarification from 
historical examples. It is here that I 
believe we can learn much from Japanese 
architecture. The combined feeling of 
peace and pleasure which I have found 
in the Katsura Palace, the Stone Garden, 
and in so many other examples seems to 
envelop one at once. There are corridors 
of garden lined with varieties of beauti- 
fully composed trees and shrubs, planned 
circulation areas giving out to exquisite 
views, the most perfect arrangement of 


roof and building, walks and trees. 

It would be impractical to attempt to 
house twentieth-century civilisation in 
the framework of traditional Japanese 
architecture. Scale, structure and 
materials are all inappropriate for the 
demands of our time. The discipline of 
total simplicity would be impossible for 
us, but there is much that we can learn. 
The installing of a significant degree of 
this quality of serenity is necessary to our 
future environment. The chaos caused 
by the increases in population, the 
machine and the traffic, demands that man 
must have a serene architectural back- 
ground to retain his sanity. 

The challenge of our times, philosophic- 
ally and politically, is tremendous; and 
the challenge of architecture is an integral 
part of the total challenge. Whether we, 
the architects of this time, are able to 
meet it remains to be seen. 


Discussion 

MR. BRYAN WESTWOOD, FRIBA, Said that 
all the clamour in the building world in 
this country at present seemed to be 
directed towards the greater use of pre- 
fabricated and standardised components. 
On the other’ hand he felt that for any 
significant building one had to take into 
account the individual features of a site 
and try to draw out of them a significant 
structure. He asked Mr. Yamasaki how 
he had managed to come to terms with 
the mechanical age, design individual 
buildings and yet reconcile these with 
the problems of cost and _ flexibility 
brought about by using a standardised 
system. 

MR. YAMASAKI felt that the human being 
was admitting defeat when he succumbed 
to standardised buildings. He believed 
that the vitality of society could only 
be kept alive by individual thinking. The 
manufacturer must not be allowed to take 
over. 

MR. PETER SHEPHEARD, FRIBA, asked 
whether the American considered him- 
self a classicist: did he think he was 
heading a classical revival ? 

MR. YAMASAKI said the reason he 
designed symmetrical buildings was 
simply that America could stand such a 
building once in a while; in most 
instances, however, he thought that 
asymmetrical buildings were much more 
interesting. 

MR. P. JOHNSON-MARSHALL, FRIBA, asked 
about the environmental problem with 
particular regard to Detroit. Although 
this was not an urban masterpiece 
Yamasaki was creating the most extra- 
ordinarily beautiful monuments there. 
What did he feel to be the hierarchical 
quality which his buildings posed? In 
reply the American architect said that 
he had not tried civic planning because 
he felt that too many architects did too 
much. He thought it was a terrible 
mistake for architects to attempt whole 
cities because that would destroy the 
vitality of ideas that comes through the 
work of many people. 
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SIR HUGH CASSON, MA, FRIBA, thought 
that one interesting point brought out 
was that of virility. What, he asked, was 
the psychological basis of this need for 
toughness and strength? 


MR. SHEPHEARD, referring to a criticism 
that the English were wasting their time 
trying to plan towns three-dimensionally, 
asked the American for his views on this 
aspect of architectural thought. 


MR. YAMASAKI agreed that architects 
should consider one side because plans 
made for cities had necessarily to be 
completed fifty years later. In the Univer- 





sity of Wayne State he had not tried to 
shape the buildings, only to show direc- 
tion. Ideas changed so rapidly that there 
was a danger of suppressing them if archi- 
tects attempted to shape buildings which 
might be built 25 to 30 years hence. On 
the other hand, the responsibility of the 
architect was very important because he 
could not do just anything; he had to 
relate his work to the community around 
him. He had to provide a loose enough 
framework in which good ideas could 
come forth and work. 

MR. MARSH then asked how he got 
round the problem of an international 


The Replanning of Bradford 
New City Centre Takes Shape 


AN ACCOUNT of the town planning achieved 
under the leadership of an engineer at 
Bradford was discussed at an ordinary 
meeting of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers in London on January 17. 


MR. STANLEY WARDLEY, BSC, MICE, Brad- 
ford city engineer and surveyor, referred 
in his paper, ‘ A Civil Engineer and Town 
Planning,’ to the replanning of the Brad- 
ford city centre. ‘ Town and city centres,’ 
he said, ‘ present the modern planner with 
his greatest challenge. A man who tackles 
this problem must react to the thrill and 
vitality of life in the great cities, and be 
in sympathy with the civic urges of its 
inhabitants. Reasonable and_ sensible 
discipline is, of course, vital. Negative 
palliatives which have been served up over 
the past 30 years are no substitute for the 
physical expansion which is required if 
centres of towns are to continue to be 
the hub about which their social and 
industrial life revolves.’ 


Problems to be Solved 


The problems to be solved at Bradford. 
continued Mr. Wardley, were: the relief 
of traffic congestion; the provision of an 
adequate system of roads through and 
around the centre, and sufficient off-street 
car parks; the creation of a shopping 
precinct free from unnecessary through 
and public-service vehicle traffic, and the 
expansion of the shopping area; the pro- 
vision of modern office accommodation, 
new civic buildings, a bus station, an 
area for a new theatre and other build- 
ings of entertainment: and the allocation 
of space for the extension of the city’s 
higher and technical educational estab- 
lishments. 


‘Apart from the virtues of its street 
pattern and aesthetic qualities,’ continued 
the speaker, ‘ the test of a town planning 
scheme is whether trading interests can 
be persuaded to invest capital to imple- 
ment it. In Bradford, national traders 
have been reluctant to pioneer in the area 
without an assurance that others would 
join with them in an act of faith. How- 
ever, 10 years of persistent effort have 
now met with striking success. Those 


critics of the plan who regarded it as a 
grandiose dream not to be realised in 
their lifetime may have their predictions 
confounded.’ 





Details of Rebuilding 


The rebuilding of the centre of Brad- 
ford, in accordance with Mr. Wardley’s 
plans, has been proceeding for the last 
four years and much progress is being 
made. Building projects covering a total 
net site area of five acres are proceeding 
at least five years ahead of schedule; new 
shops and stores are trading and new 
offices occupied. 

The first section of the central ring 
road, including the re-designed Forster- 
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style, and did he agree that the expres- 
sion of his buildings relied on applied 
decoration. 


MR. YAMASAKI Said that he was not try- 
ing to set an international style. He was 
quite sure, however, that his buildings 
relied on exposed decoration. He was 
serious about trying to get relations with 
the structural need of the building and 
establishing that in the way he thought 
was most attractive. 


The chairman proposed a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Yamasaki which was seconded by 
Mr. Westwood. 


square, which will embrace the shopping 
precinct, is being constructed at a cost of 
over £4m. One new building scheme 
includes a roof car park for some 200 
cars. People can now come into Brad- 
ford’s central shopping precinct, park on 
the roof car park, and go straight into 
the shops at first floor level. 


A multi-storey car park for 700 cars 
has been negotiated and building should 
start this year. The Council have also 
approved the city engineer’s scheme for 
retail market development, which in- 
cludes a ramp car park for 360 cars. The 
Council have also resolved to build a 
new central library and new law courts. 


Recent Developments in Prestressed Concrete 
in America 


Professor Lin’s Lecture 


From a Correspondent 


PROFESSOR T. Y. LIN, Professor of Civil 
Engineering at the University of Cali- 
fornia and head of the firm of consulting 
engineers T. Y. Lin and Associates, lec- 
turing on January 23 under the auspices 
of the Prestressed Concrete Development 
Group, spoke about recent developments 
in prestressed concrete in the United 


States. 
Professor Lin. who was born and 
educated in Pekin, and subsequently 


graduated as an engineer in the United 
States, settled permanently in California 
in 1946. Since then he has become an 
internationally known figure in the world 
of prestressing—vice-president of the 
International Federation of Prestressing, 
general chairman of the World Confer- 
ence on Prestressed Concrete held in San 
Francisco in 1957, and author of 
numerous books and papers on pre- 
stressed concrete. 

In his lecture, Professor Lin concen- 
trated on the application of prestressed 
concrete to building; he sees the great 
spans, and the large span-depth ratios, 
possible with prestressed concrete, as 
offering architects an entirely new con- 
cept in building design. Like every 
thoroughgoing expert, he is able, through 
complete familiarity with his subject, to 
make it appear superbly simple. ‘ An 
invisible column’ was his description of 
the upward pull exerted at the lowest 
point of a curved prestressed cable; with 


to Development Group 


his ‘invisible column’ he has done away 
with solid columns to provide an office 
building with spans of 66 ft. by 60 ft., 
another (22 storeys high) with spans of 
70 ft., a factory (covering 1m. sq. ft.) with 
clear spans of 120 ft., a parking garage 
with factory-precast beams spanning 
75 ft. between precast columns, and 20 ft. 
two-way-prestressed slabs spanning 
between the beams. 

He points to savings not only in space, 
but, immediately, in money: a garage— 
in Beverley Hills, California—showed a 
saving of 25 per cent, or 200,000 dollars, 
over more conventional construction, The 
‘lift-slab’ technique is another that he 
has adopted widely and adapted to pre- 
stressing: two-way-prestressed slabs only 
6 in. thick is his usual prescription for 
the floors of buildings of this type, and by 
it he has been able to include two addi- 
tional floors in a given height of building. 


Professor Lin also applies what he calls 
‘three-dimensional prestressing’ to thin 
shells and doubly curved shapes: a 
church with a hyperbolic paraboloid roof 
has spans of 150 ft. and 100 ft. cantilever 
with a 3 in. thickness of concrete and an 
edge beam—dimensions impossible with 
a non-prestressed structure. The 90 ft. 
cantilevered shells of the Grandstand at 
Caracas race course was another of his 
jobs: ‘Simple’ said Professor Lin—just 
‘balance the load.’ ‘Everything,’ he 


added, ‘is possible with prestressing, if 
you know where to prestress.’ 
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Book Reviews 





The Master Builders; ‘Can Man Plan?’ and Other Verses; 
Practical Brickwork ; Income Tax Simplified 


THE MASTER BUILDERS. By Peter Blake. 
(London: Victor Gollancz Ltd.) 25s. 


FEATURED in this triple and much con- 
densed biography are three of the greatest 
names in twentieth century architecture: 
Le Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe and 
the late Frank Lloyd Wright. They per- 
haps more than any others were respon- 
sible for the changing face of cities, and 
it is equally clear that their influence will 
continue to be felt for many more 
decades. If Le Corbusier and van der 
Rohe supplied the basic functional and 
structural framework for tomorrow’s city, 
Wright suggested a way to give life to 
that city. He saw clearly how to make 
architecture come alive, how to give it 
what is often called ‘human scale.’ 

Much has already been written about 
this trio and they will continue to be the 
subjects of individual works and in sur- 
veys of modern architecture. In the 
present volume Peter Blake gives a con- 
cise, though necessarily brief, chrono- 
logical account of each architect’s life and 
work, well balanced between exposition 
and commentary, imbibing much enthu- 
siasm for his subjects and admirably 
anticipating the critical reader. There is 
some cross-referencing when cone archi- 
tect’s ideas are similar to his contem- 
poraries’ or where structural techniques 
are similarly used. 

The author is quick to point out that 
the three masters were not solely respon- 
sible for the spectacular developments in 
architecture over the past sixty years. 
Indeed there were many whose contribu- 
tions were much greater in certain fields. 
Gropius for example did more for the 
establishment of rational architectural 
education, the industrialisation of build- 
ing, and the analysis of social problems. 
Mendelsohn, Aalto, Neutra, and others 
produced solutions of a much more prac- 
tical nature; and engineers like Maillart, 
Freyssinet and Nervi understood better 
the potential of new structural techniques. 
The master builders of Mr. Blake’s book 
were. however, the greater artists. They 
were artists whose vision transcended all 
these considerations and which was not 
hindered by prosaic and practical limita- 
tions, though, it must be admitted, not 
without certain practical faults. 

Although the trio had much in com- 
mon they were undoubtedly individuals 
whose temperaments were sometimes in 
opposition and who quite definitely pro- 
duced three different and _ distinct 
idioms.’ Le Corbusier is the only one 
who understands what people really need, 
ind with his concept of the city as an 
architectural unit, the ‘ open plan’ house, 
he vertical town, neighbourhood units, 
ind his experiments with materials and 
urniture design he has contributed most 
owards the ‘ fundamental happiness. com- 
‘lete and for all’ which is expressed in 
erdure, sun and space. 

Mies van der Rohe, who said: ‘ And 
here we take our stand to create order 


out of the desperate confusion of our 
time,’ is the advocate of infinite precision, 
simplicity, clarity and truth. It was he 
who introduced the all-glass skyscraper 
and saw the potential of curtain walling 
as an important architectural element. 
His Seagram building in New York is a 
fine exampie of this. In the domestic 
field he designed the first ‘open plan’ 
glass house (the Tugendhat house) and 
he saw that steel could be used as applied 
ornament, This architect rejected 
novelty for its own sake and‘ his buildings 
have often been criticised as being purely 
functional and without beauty. 

Frank Lloyd Wright, the flamboyant 
American who hated cities and the 
“machine age,’ is the last of Mr. Blake’s 
magnificent trio of master builders. Many, 
of his fantastic structures startled and 
outraged, and not a few required heavy 
financial backing. His domestic archi- 
tecture emphasised earth-hugging, hori- 
zontal planes, embracing the elements of 
water and the ‘untouched’ soil, which 
interpenetrated his houses. His high 
buildings were spectacularly conceived; 
his Johnson Wax tower for example is 
reminiscent of a tree, having a central 
trunk with floors branching out towards 
a curtain of glass-tubing. Throughout 
his life he continued to develop ideas 
like the hotel in Tokyo which alone 
withstood an earthquake, his Bear Run 
house, cantilevered over a waterfall, and 
the recently completed Guggenheim art 
gallery in New York. 

Pedestrian precincts, curvilinear shell- 
formed structures, bold asymmetrical 
patterns, and emphasis on light and space 
were all investigated and implemented by 
these great  artist-architects. Peter 
Blake has bravely tackled the monumen- 
tal task of providing an introduction, for 
it can scarcely be called complete, to 
their work. He has avoided technical 
jargon in a fascinating book. A.D. 


CAN MAN PLAN? AND OTHER VERSES. By 
Sir Frederic Osborn. (London: George 
G. Harrap & Co. Ltd.). Price 12s. 6d. 


MANY OF THOSE who indulge in versifying 
do so rather shyly, hiding their identity 
under a pseudonym or initials. That is 
what Sir Frederic Osborn has done for 
some years, but now the guilty secret is 
out. In his author’s note to this small 
volume of his collected verse he writes: 
‘In publishing them I risk loss of face 
with earnest associates in business, town 
planning, and other respectable pursuits.’ 
He need not worry too much for he has 
a distinct gift for rhymes and rhythms. 
The verses range over a wide variety 
of themes and include even a sonnet 
sequence in the Shakespearean manner. 
It is probable that Sir Frederic will not 
be so highly regarded as a poet as he is 
as a pioneer of town planning, but there 
are bound to be many who will be glad 
to possess this collection of his verse. 
G. J. HOWLING 
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BRICKWORK (PRACTICAL). In two volumes, 
parts 1 and 2 by W. Cutter. (London: 
Cassell & Co. Ltd.) Price 10s. 6d. each. 


THESE TWO VOLUMES have been prepared 
for the student of building and cover the 
early stages of the craft course certificate 
in brickwork, including those of the pre- 
apprenticeship and junior technical 
instruction. The course is a practical 
one and the author relies upon the skil- 
fully selected illustrations and diagrams 
rather than length of text which has been 
kept as brief as possible. It is, however, 
adequately descriptive and explanatory. 
This visual presentation is obviously 
more conducive to the study of a sub- 
ject which is an essentially practical one. 

The exercises have been designed so 
that the student may build one example 
upon another and with the object of im- 
proving his dexterity with tools and 
materials as well as augmenting his ex- 
perience of craft operations. The course, 
though primarily designed for students of 
bricklaying, is suitable for those studying 
for National Certificates in building, the 
Institute of Builders’ licentiate examina- 
tions, and for examinations in architec- 
ture and surveying. The second volume 
contains an excellent glossary of terms 
used in brickwork and a useful selection 
of Scottish building terms with their 
English equivalents. The work is freely 
illustrated with photographs of finished 
work. Altogether it is a valuable addi- 
tion to the students’ library. 


FIELDHOUSE’S INCOME TAX SIMPLIFIED. 
Twenty-seventh edition completely 
revised by H. E. D. Ayling. (Hudders- 
field: Arthur Fieldhouse Ltd.) Price 
3s. 6d. 

LIKE INDIGESTION or a sore head income 

tax is a subject which bridges class 

distinction. It is the one aspect of 

Government legislation that is universally 

studied, by some with hopes of legal 

evasion, but by most with prospects of 
relief or the discovery of another bona 
fide allowance. 

Of the many publications on the sub- 
ject ‘Income Tax Simplified,’ now in its 
twenty-seventh editign, is among the 
most concise and intelligible. It is a 
practical guide to the preparation of 
returns for assessment and instructions 
for obtaining repayment of income tax. 
The text is illustrated by numerous 
examples which help to clarify everything 
from Schedule A to wear and tear allow- 
ances, PAYE, and surtax. The booklet 
approaches the subject from both sides 
(the tax collector and the taxed) taking a 
completely unbiased viewpoint; there are 
many tables for accurately checking tax 
deductions. There is no doubt that 
businessmen, professional men, _secre- 
taries, accountants and the public at large 
will find this littke volume a reliable 
source of information and the authors’ 
claims of coverage in all essential points 
amply justified. A.D. 


*.* Books noted in these columns may 
be obtained on application to the Book 
Dept., ‘The Builder,’ 4 Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2. Cash (to include postage 
on books to the value of 10s. 9d.; over 
10s., ls. 6d.) should accompany the order. 
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Design 


MODERN OFFICE BUILDINGS, blocks of 
flats, theatres and cinemas have high 
standards of fire safety. In factory build- 
ing the standard is far lower, a fact which 
is accurately reflected in the national 
monetary statistics of fire losses. Among 
several reasons for this, three are out- 
standing. The first is that legal and by- 
law control of factory building is far 
weaker than with other types of building. 
The second, that factory fire protection is 
far more complex in that few factories 
are identical in plan, construction and, 
most important of all, in the fire hazard 
inherent in the process. The third, that 
most manufacturers, regarding their 
building as little more than a cover to a 
production plant, tend to spend as little 
money as they can on it, a failing in 
which they are encouraged by the taxa- 
tion system which favours maintenance 
as against canital expenditure; there is in 
fact a tradition of shoddy factory building 
in this country. 

A report* written by Mr. Langdon- 
Thomas of the staff of the Fire Research 
Station, for BRS, is an attempt to set 
out the matters requiring consideration 
in what is admittedly a complex subject. 
Through no fault of his it falls short to 
some extent of what is needed by both 
architects and industry. He is a civil 
servant who has to write in cold, imper- 
sonal, generalised phraseology. He has 
to pay attention to (but not to criticise) 
the involved, imperfect and _ sporadic 
legislation which, up to now, has hindered 
as much as helped an intelligent approach 
to factory fire safety. He has to mention 
official test reports (some of which have 
restricted relevance), recommendations 
in reports by various bodies (some of 
which are arguable) and the requirements 
of insurance and the fire service; and all 
in a 28-page monograph. 


A Useful Reference 


Having—perhaps a little unkindly— 
said all that, I would commend the report 
as a good summary of the subject. I for 
one shall keep it and use it for reference. 
Architects who build factories could read 
it with profit, not only for its sound, if 
generalised, advice but because it may 
make them think and look further into a 
subject which has hitherto received all 
too little attention. 

Perhaps the core of the problem is de- 
termining the fire hazard of an_ indi- 
vidual production process. In some trades 
this is easy; Mr. Langdon-Thomas 
reproduces a list of trades of known 
high fire hazard. But many are of 
very low risk, for example, wet pro- 
cesses. Much more difficult are those 
of general low risk but containing occa- 
sional high risks or high fire loads dotted 
about them. This is what makes so diffi- 
cult the devising of economic structural 
fire protections. A particular measure 
may be vitally necessary in one case and 
a pure waste of money in another. On this 
question the revort does little more than 
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of Factories with Fire-Safety 


New Building Research Station Report Reviewed 


BY ERIC L. BIRD, MBE, ARIBA 


give general classifications and some 
pious advice. Perhaps in the present 
state of knowledge it could not do much 
more than this. 

Fifty or so years ago, industry was 
mainly in small units, each working from 
raw materials to finished products. Today 
it is becoming increasingly specialised 
and interlocked, so that a severe fire in 
a key factory may seriously impede pro- 
duction in dozens of others. Factories 
are increasing in size, often with enor- 
mously costly plants in single interiors. 
so that there are great financial values in 
huge single risks. All this means that 
factory fire safety has become a matter 
of nationa] importance and no longer 
merely a headache for the individual com- 
pany. 

Basis of Assessment 


In my opinion, this subject should be 
looked at from two points of view, 
namely of the architect and of the factory 
management. The architect wants 
accurate technical knowledge—with some 
guidance on costs—on what should be 
done in any given building project, it 
being borne in mind that fire protection 
is only one of the many factors he has 
to consider. He needs to be able to 
appreciate with some accuracy the poten- 
tial fire hazards of the production pro- 
cess he is to house and to be able to 
design to meet them; to know when and 
where to subdivide with fire walls; to 
understand the safety and _ ultimate 
financial savings of protective devices 
such as sprinkler systems; to know when 
and how to protect steelwork using 
modern methods; to understand the fire- 
behaviour of roof sheetings and linings. 
He needs this hard, factual knowledge 
not only to design safe buildings but to 
be in a position to beat sense into the 
ignorant, careless or unwilling manufac- 
turer. 

The manufacturer, whose predomi- 
nant preoccupation is maintaining pro- 
duction and who, in many cases, has to 
achieve it in a series of existing buildings, 


ranging from well-built to ramshackle, 
needs to be taught why and to what 
extent it will pay him to give attention to 
fire protection. To him it is a sideline 
from his chief interests, an overhead cost 
and a bit of a nuisance. At present, there 
is little guidance as to the relative values 
to him of different forms, degrees and 
costs of protection. 


Building Increasingly Fire-hazardous 


With more and more new substances 
and processes coming inte use, industry 
is becoming increasingly fire-hazardous. 
Some out-breaks are inevitable, however 
efficient the fire prevention measures. The 
dominant need is to prevent any one out- 
break growing to a stage at which it 
seriously impedes production or stops it 
altogether. This is where structural fire 
protection comes in by providing physi- 
cal barriers to fire growth and mitigating 
its consequences. Damage to elements 
of the structure, such as roof sheeting, or 
to minor items of the plant is unimpor- 
tant; it is repairable and insurance pays 
for it. But stoppage of production can 
be disastrous for the owning company 
and it is this which the architect should 
most be at pains to prevent; reliance on 
by-law requirements will be of negligible 
help to him in this. 

There are several large firms, and some 
smal] ones, who thoroughly understand 
fire protection and who take great trouble 
over it. A close study of what is done 
by them and why, together with an 
examination of fire-protection economics, 
could be the subject of a most valuable 
report. I commend this to BRS. Mr. 
Langdon-Thomas has made a good begin- 
ning, but it is no more than that. This 
complex and wide-ranging subject calls 
for far more detailed and accurate study 
than it has yet received. British industry 
badly needs such a study, though many 
elements of it are quite unaware that they 
do need it. 

*Factorv Building Studies No. 9. The 
Building Research Station. ‘ Fire Protection 
in Factory Buildings. By G. J. Langdon- 
Thomas, ARIBA. HMSO, 3s. 6d. 


Chimneys for Domestic Boilers 
Ministry of Works Advisory Leaflet No. 50 


ADVISORY LEAFLET No. 50, published by 
MoW under the title Chimneys for 
Domestic Boilers, is intended to help 
builders and householders to avoid the 
tarry stains on decorations and other 
troubles that may result from condensa- 
tion in flues serving modern slow burning 
appliances. 

This type of appliance, of which the 
ordinary domestic boiler is a common 
example, is designed to make efficient use 
of the fuel consumed; with the result that 
there is less waste heat left in the flue 
gases and they easily become chilled. This 
may lead to tarry matter collecting in the 
flue and soaking through the brickwork 
to spoil decorations or attack the fabric 





itself. These troubles can readily be 
obviated by correct design and construc- 
tion, as the leaflet explains with the aid 
of sketches showing the use of flue liners 
and good constructional detail at the 
chimney head. 


If an existing chimney needs attention 
it is important to deal with the basic 
cause of the trouble and not merely 
rebuild in a manner which invites recur- 
rence. The leaflet treats this aspect in 
detail under the heading ‘ Dealing with 
Existing Damage.’ 


Copies of the publication obtainable 
from HMSO or through booksellers at 
4d. each or in bulk at special rates. 
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Town Planning Decisions 


Higher Housing Density 
at Beaconsfield 


AN APPEAL by Robert Russell (Develop- 
ments), Ltd., against the refusal of Amer- 
sham RDC, acting on behalf of Bucking- 
hamshire CC, to grant permission for the 
erection of houses to a density greater 
than that for which planning permission 
had already been given, on 164 acres of 
land at Sandelswood End, Knotty Green, 
Beaconsfield, has been allowed by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. 

The proposed development envisaged 
the erection of 49 houses instead of 39, 
the number which the planning authority 
were prepared to permit. 

Following a local inquiry, the Inspec- 
tor, in his report to the Minister, said 
that within town map areas contained by 
the Metropolitan Green Belt it was desir- 
able that land should be used to its full 
capacity, provided there was no conflict 
with important planning objectives. 
There was no conflict in the present case 
and the proposal under appeal did not 
constitute a substantial departure from 
the provisions of the development plan. 
The land had already been scheduled for 
residential development and_ various 
planning consents existed. 

He understood the desire of the plan- 
ning authority that houses with generous 
curtilages should be made available for 
prospective purchasers, but he considered 
that a reasonable balance had been 
achieved in the proportion and the size 
of plots on the amended layout. The 
proposal would not interfere with views 
from existing houses; it would reduce the 
long flank frontages which would 
occur under the original layout along 
Link Road North, and also the areas of 
the large irregularly shaped plots. 

The Inspector added that he did not 
consider the proposal detrimental to the 
character of the area, or the appearance 
of the locality, and recommended that 
the appeal be allowed. 

The Minister states that he agrees with 
the findings of the Inspector and accepts 
his recommendation. Accordingly, he 
has decided to allow the appeal and to 
grant permission for the erection of ten 
additional houses on the land in question 
in accordance with the layout submitted. 


Adequacy of Access to 
Proposed Houses 


rHE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has upheld the refusal of the 
Martley Rural District Council to permit 
the erection of three detached residences 
it Broadheath Common, near Worcester. 

The Inspector expressed the view, in 
his report to the Minister, that when a 
house was proposed it was an important 
part of the planning consideration to see 
hat a proper access would be available 
‘rom the date of occupation. The appel- 
ants’ proposal would mean that the exist- 
ng track would be used for an indefinite 
oeriod by eleven houses. It was also quite 
ikely that further proposals would fol- 
ow, as the track provided access to a 


considerable area of vacant land. 


There appeared to be no responsibility 
for maintenance, and a considerable like- 
lihood that the public would have ulti- 
mately to make up before maintaining. In 
his opinion the existing track, only about 
11 feet in width, was too narrow for the 
continued use of the vehicles and pedes- 
trians who would require to use it. It 
was not properly paved, having numerous 
holes and puddles. He thought the coun- 
cil were justified in refusing the applica- 
tion and he recommended that the appeal 
be dismissed. 


The Minister observes, in the course of 
his decision, that the surface of the track 
is already worn and unevén and there 
seems to him to be no justification for an 
assumption that it would stand up to the 
wear and tear occasioned by the traffic 
which would result from the proposed 
development. Any deterioration caused 
by this traffic would adversely affect resi- 
dents and others who were obliged, or 
might have occasion, to use the track. 
The Minister therefore accepts the 
recommendation of his Inspector and dis- 
misses the appeal. 


Planning Condition Held 
to be Invalid 


A CONTENTION that a condition imposed 
by the Hornchurch UDC in permitting 
the erection of a workshop and store, and 
an addition to an existing workshop, on 
land at Park-lane, Hornchurch, was 
invalid, has been upheld by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government on 
appeal. The condition appealed against 
was that no materials should be stored in 
the open or in front of the building line. 
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It was stated on behalf of the appel- 
lants that if this condition were enforced 
they would not be able to carry on their 
business, as it was not economical to 
store certain materials under cover. The 
condition, it was submitted, sought to 
close down the site for its established use 
and was invalid. 


The council said they had considered 
extinguishing the present use of the site, 
but as it had been used as a builder’s 
yard for a long time they had decided to 
permit the application, subject to con- 
ditions, to ensure an improvement in the 
appearance of the site. Condition 3, in 
their submission, was enforceable by the 
terms of Section 14 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947. 


The Inspector was of the opinion that 
if the appellant’s arguments on the 
validity of the condition were accepted 
the appeal must be allowed. If the 
council were right, however, they should 
be supported to the extent that a condi- 
tion, superseding that under appeal, 
should be imposed providing for the erec- 
tion of a screen wall or fence on the line 
of the front walls of Nos. 11-15 Park- 
lane and that the placing of materials and 
equipment in front of this screen should 
be prohibited. Subject to legal advice, 
he recommended accordingly. 


The Minister states that he is advised 
that the condition appealed against is not 
one which can be properly imposed under 
the provisions of section 14 of the 1947 
Act, since it purports to discontinue the 
existing use of part of the site. In his 
view, the suppression of an existing use 
of this kind can only be achieved by an 
order under section 26 of the Act. He 
has therefore decided to allow the appeal 
and to discharge the condition under 
appeal. 


The Nuffield Foundation Report 


Generous Grants for Building 


THE FIFTEENTH report of the Nuffield 
Foundation states that during the year 
ended March 31, 1960, the disposable in- 
come of the Foundation was £1,850,000, 
an increase of £475,000 over the previous 
year. Among the grants made were the 
following: 

Zoological Society of London, Insti- 
tute of Comparative Medicine, to be de- 
signed by Professor R. Llewelyn Davies 
in harmony with the general plan for the 
Zoological Gardens prepared by Sir Hugh 
Casson and Mr. F. A. Stengelhofen, the 
Society’s resident architect (£100,000); 
Royal National Throat, Nose and Ear 
Hospital, London, for the building of a 
Nuffield Hearing and Speech Centre 
(£100,000); The Star and Garter Home, 
Richmond, Surrey, extension (£18,000): 
City of Oxford College of Technology, 
hostel accommodation (interest free loan 
of up to £48,500); University of Cam- 
bridge, School of Architecture, dome for 
study of day-lighting under the direction 
of Sir Leslie Martin (£1,000); University 
of Southampton, theatre. to be designed 
by Sir Basil Spence in collaboration with 
Dr. Richard Southern (£130,000); 


Borough Road College, Isleworth, Middle- 
sex, new science block (£50,000); Uni- 
versity College of Rhodesia and Nyasa- 
land, medical school in connection with 
new multi-racial hospital (£250,000); 
Loughborough College of Technology, 
programme of helping to raise the stan- 
dards of technological education and inte- 
gration of teaching staff with industry, 
etc. (£14,000); Royal Institute of Public 
Administration, comparative and critical 
study of the way in which local authori- 
ties organise their building construction 
and maintenance (additional grant £524). 
It is recorded that the report on the 
design of research laboratories is now in 
the hands of Oxford University Press, 
and that a practical demonstration of the 
ideas derived from the study is to be 
found at Cambridge in an experimental 
building; that the experimental surgical 
block at Musgrave Park Hospital, Belfast, 
continues to attract many visitors and the 
Northern Ireland Hospital Authority has 
adopted the ward design used in the unit 
as a standard for its future hospitals. 
The Report is issued from Nuffield 
Lodge, Regent’s Park, London, NW1. 
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A Theatre in Timber 


Laminated Timber Arches and Canopy Supports 





Model showing detail of the construction of the cockleshell roof 


BUILT OVER an existing open-air audi- 
torium, the recently completed Coliseum 
at Rhyl is constructed almost entirely of 
timber. Six two-pinned laminated timber 
arches, radiating from a steel cradle above 
the proscenium, support the roof struc- 
ture which covers an area of some 7,500 
sq. ft. 

The laminated timber arches span 
62 ft. 6 in. and were fabricated from 
13/16 in. thick Douglas fir laminae. Each 
arch measures 6} in. by 24 in. at the base, 
64 in. by 30 in. at the haunch, and tapers 
to 6} in. by 143 in. for the greater part 
of the span. The area between the back 
of the leg and the roof line on each arch 
is built up solid in laminae to provide a 
fixing for the laminated timber canopy 
supports, which extend some 7 ft. and 
provide a covered way around the front 


Detail of the laminated timber canopy 
supports 










of the building. A resorcinol resin glue 
was used for laminating both the arches 
and the canopy supports. 


The roof is made up with layers of felt 
on j in. ptg boarding laid diagonally on 
7 in. by 2 in. softwood joists fixed to the 
laminated arches with framing anchors. 
The roof incorporates twenty-six roof 
lights, each four feet square, set between 
the laminated arches. The roofing joists, 
which are at present exposed, will 
eventually be underdrawn either with 
insulation board or acoustic tiles. 


The front elevation comprises seven 
timber infill] panels, approximately 9 ft. 
by 16 ft. set between the arches. A 
feature of these panels are the sashes 
which are hung on heavy duty spring 
balances and can be lowered internally 
below cill level during summer months. 
The gable walls are in 11 in. brickwork. 


The building was commissioned by the 
Rhyl Urban District Council and designed 
by Mr. F. H. Arthur, MInstRA, architect. 
The consulting engineer was Mr. Ian H. 
Paxton, MA, AMICE, AMIStructE, of 
Leeds, and the main contractors were T. 
Anwyl and Son Ltd., of Rhyl. Kingston 
(Architectural Craftsmen) Ltd., in col- 
laboration with the architect, were respon- 





A completed arch and canopy support 
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An interior view from left of the proscenium 


sible for the design, supply and erection 
of all timber work, which was completed 
from prepared foundations in four weeks. 


Canadian Timber 


IN FUTURE, stockists, distributors and 
users of timber and plywood pro- 
duced in British Columbia who wish to 
contact the United Kingdom officers of 
BC’s major wood products organisations 
—the British Columbia Lumber Manufac- 
turers’ Association and the Plywood 
Manufacturers’ Association of British 
Columbia—will find them close neigh- 
bours at 1 Grosvenor-square, London, 
WI (telephones: Mayfair 2623-4; May- 
fair 9492). 


The Preservation of Timber 


* A CREOSOTING PLANT AT THETFORD CHASE ” 
is the subject of Forest Record No. 44 
prepared by the Forestry Commission and 
published by HM _ Stationery Office 
(2s. 6d.). The booklet describes in some 
detail the history and development of 
this processing plant, its methods, produc- 
tion figures, and all aspects of manage- 
ment and procedure. There is a useful 
discussion of the creosoting process em- 
ployed which in this case is the empty- 
cell non-pressure open-tank process. 
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Education and Its Effect on Industry 
The Need for Fresh Thinking in the World of Building 


IN AN ADDRESS to the North Western 
Educational Association for the Building 
Industry on December 10 at the College 
of Building, Manchester, DR. KATHLEEN 
OLLERENSHAW, MA, DPHIL, chairman of 
the further education sub-committee, 
referred to some of the problems of 
fundamental educational policy which 
affect industry and which must be re- 
solved in the near future. 

‘ The full effect of the 1944 Education 
Act,’ said Dr. Ollerenshaw, ‘is only now 
being felt in industry as the inflated 
immediate post-war generation of children 
approaches the school-leaving age of 15. 
The bulge, increasing prosperity, the idea 
of the opportunity state, ,the national 
need and the natural ambitions of parents 
on behalf of their children in a buoyant 
society have all worked together to create 
a new insistence on the best in education, 
both for altruistic reasons, and, more 
prominently in the mind of parents, in 
order to set the young securely on the 
most promising rung of a _ recognised 
career ladder.’ 

Dr. Ollerenshaw said there were at the 
moment distinct groups of varying ability 
and keenness among young people: those 
who leave school as soon as possible; 
those who stay for a full four-year secon- 
dary school course even though they 
could have left at Christmas or Easter; 
those who stay voluntarily for a five-year 
course and leave at 16: the O-level 
leavers; and those who have one, two or 
three years in a sixth form. At present, 
in England and Wales, approximately 75 
per cent of boys leave school at 15: 
15 per cent leave at 16 with or without 
O-level passes; and 10 per cent stay on 
into sixth forms. These percentages varied 
considerably in difficult regions through- 
out the country. 


Early Recruitment of Boys 


If the building industry was to recruit 
the boys of quality, employers must be 
prepared to accept recruits, not only at 
15 or at 16 after a full pre-apprentice 
year, but at 16 after a general school 
education with or without ordinary-level 
passes, and at student- and graduate- 
apprentice level also. It was no longer 
adequate for any industry or trade to 
depend on descendants of the existing 
managerial staff to become future mana- 
gers as of right without recognised quali- 
fications and training, with all middle 
management and foremen rising the hard 
way from the ranks of 15-year-old craft 
recruits. Some of the boys who came in 
at 15 might indeed rise to positions of 
responsibility, but employers would be on 
a better wicket if they were prepared to 
recognise that the more ambitious boys 
would not nowadays be available for 
employment at 15. 

“It seems,’ continued the speaker, ‘ that 
the building industry as a whole is not 
confident enough to take in the flow of 
recruits that they need at levels which 
match the new developments in the 
schools and to do justice to the bulge. 


The British Employers’ Confederation is 
asking employers to make a 20 per cent 
increase in the number of apprenticeships 
over the next few years. The industry 
seems to suffer from too great a fear of 
fluctuations in contracts. 


‘ Building is a home trade, unconcerned 
in general with exports and unaffected by 
foreign competition. It is easy to feel at 
the mercy of unpredictable credit squeezes 
and the like, but it would seem that there 
is so much building to be done in this 
country which cannot be indefinitely post- 
poned that there need be no undue fears.’ 


Quality and Good Design 


The demand, said Dr. Ollerenshaw, 
would increasingly be for quality and 
good design at economic prices. The 
accent would be on technical skill; on 
the ability to use new mechanical methods 
and new materials; on off-site prefabrica- 
tion; and particularly on good manage- 
ment, both on the practical side of pro- 
gramming, co-ordination and operational 
research, and in fostering good personal 
relationships between the various grades 
of employees. 


The new high level craftsman in indus- 
try was the machine technician. The 
better boys with a leaning towards build- 
ing were given a course with a bias to- 
wards construction with surveying, build- 
ing construction, building geometry and 
woodwork taking up a large part of their 
time, but with provision also for strong 
mathematics, English, physics, chemistry 
and the humanities. The aim was a biased 
GCE at ordinary level which would rank 
alongside the biased GCE for student 
apprentices in engineering. The scheme 
had already led to success at higher levels. 


The response from employers to the 
new courses had been only moderate, 
perhaps because of the preponderance of 
small firms in the north west. The large 
firms were taking technologists, but it was 
hard for technologists to find a satisfac- 
tory niche within the smaller organisa- 
tions. The small firms, however, needed 
technological know-how just as much as 
the large firms and the answer might lie 
in more integration and a greater willing- 
ness to ask for consultant advice as 
occasion demanded. 


The building industry might find that 
it had to think afresh about the different 
levels of work required and be prepared 
to accept the idea of defining technician 
grades. It should perhaps look more 
among the 16-year-old leavers with good 
ordinary-level general certificates for 
recruits for high-level technicians; and 
among boys who stayed on into sixth 
forms in grammar, technical and compre- 
hensive schools but who were not suffi- 
ciently able academically to obtain the 
minimum two advanced-level passes for 
entry to training leading to professional 
qualifications. This would bring a new 
source of recruitment of really good 
calibre, and, at the same time, solve the 
serious dilemma of the boy who wondered 
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whether or not he dare expose himself to 
the risk of losing his place in the employ- 
ment ladder by staying on into the sixth. 


Architectural Technicians 


The RIBA were considering the ques- 
tion of training and recognising architec- 
tural technicians who would be capable 
of doing some of the donkey work at 
present usually done by young sstaff. 
Meanwhile it had been agreed that the 
College of Building at Manchester should 
undertake the inauguration of a suitable 
course. The entrance requirements would 
be a minimum of four O-level passes in 
GCE, which must include English and 
mathematics or a science, or, alternatively, 
a City and Guilds full technological certi- 
ficate under the revised scheme. It would 
be a four-year course, with the first, 
second and fourth years part-time and the 
third year full time. All students must 
be in employment either with an architect 
or with a firm connected with the building 
industry. There would be a bridge for 
transfer to the full professional course 
and, in the other direction, students who 
failed to show satisfactory capabilities in 
the first year of their professional training 
as architects could transfer to qualify as 
architectural technicians. 


This was only one example. There 
were others, and it seemed certain that 
new courses at intermediate levels were 
required. The Manchester college was 
developing new and more advanced 
courses for surveyors; there would be 
specialist courses in concrete. 


Dr. Ollerenshaw found it difficult to 
believe that the clerks of work of the 
future could be adequately recruited solely 
from the ranks of craftsmen. Both fore- 
men and clerks of work would need to 
have a technical knowledge based on 
scientific study as well as on practical 
experience. Indeed, today it was the 
paper work and planning which went on 
before any work on a site was begun 
which ensured the success of the job. It 
required a great deal of technical and 
theoretical knowledge and a trained 
imagination as well as an orderly mind 
to make the best of a contract. Craft skill 
and good workmanship was, of course, 
essential, but the profits accrued only 
through quality in operational manage- 
ment. 


Compulsory Training Levy 


‘Perhaps the greatest problem,’ con- 
cluded Dr. Ollerenshaw, ‘is the pro- 
vision of enough apprenticeships. The 
colleges are being asked to co-operate by 
providing full-time courses on an agency 
basis for the first year of apprenticeship, 
and this could be of great assistance. To 
me it seems quite clear that the appren- 
ticeship problem will not adequately be 
solved and certainly not quickly enough 
to give a fair deal to the “ bulge ” genera- 
tion, unless the several industries which 
are principally concerned are prepared to 
enforce a compulsory training levy on all 
recognised firms. I know that the build- 
ing industry has this in mind. May I 
presume to suggest how fine a gesture it 
would be if building were the first to 
meet this challenge?’ 





282 


The Hospital Building Programme 


Minister Announces 29 Further Major Schemes 


MR. ENOCH POWELL, Minister of Health, 
announced in Parliament on January 25 
details of 29 further major hospital 
building schemes, due for starting by 
1964/65. The Minister also said that he 
was introducing new methods to facilitate 
the planning and execution of the exvand- 
ing hospital building programme. 

‘I have recently given guidance to 
Hospital Boards which will enable them 
for the first time to make long-term 
plans and have asked them to submit to 
me by May 31 their proposals for work 
to be started by 1970/71,’ Mr. Powell 
continued. ‘The provisional figure for 
hospital capital expenditure in 1962/63, 
subject to the economic situation, and the 
voting by Parliament of the necessary 
money, is £36m., compared with £3lm. 
for next year, 1961/62. I have given 
Regional Hospital Boards tentative plan- 
ning limits based on an expenditure rising 
to about £50m. by 1965/66. 

‘I have also made regulations raising 
from £30,000 to £60,000 the maximum 
cost of individual projects which Hospital 
Boards can undertake without my prior 
authority. The first of a series of Building 
Notes [summarised in ‘ The Builder’ of 
January 27] giving guidance on hospital 
planning and on the design of hospital 
departments was published on January 23 
and others will follow rapidly. These 
and an associated system of cost limits 
will simplify and expedite the planning of 
schemes by Boards and their examination 
and approval by me. In future, when a 
scheme is approved in principle, a start- 
ing-date will be given, so that Hospital 
Boards will be able to carry through the 
planning and execution in the knowledge 
that the project will not subsequently be 
held up. I have asked Hospital Boards 
to complete the planning of a number of 
additional major schemes.’ 

‘These schemes, with those in previous 
announcements. complete the list of major 
schemes expected to be started by 
1964/65. I intend to give specific starting 
dates to all of them as soon as possible.’ 

The 29 major schemes are given below. 
Except where otherwise stated, all are 
general hospitals. 


New Hospitals 


ENGLAND 

1. Basildon (North East Metropolitan 
Regional Hospital Board).—To be built on a 
site already reserved in the New Town and 
estimated to cost over £2m. The hospital 
will be planned to meet the special needs of 
the New Town and will have 345 beds, in- 
cluding a self-contained psychiatric unit of 
30 beds and a maternity department of 63 


beds. Plans provide for a helicopter land- 
ing site. 
2. Exeter (South Western RHB).—First 


phase of a new hospital to be built at Won- 
ford, on a site adjoining the psychiatric 
hospital. The main part of this phase—which 
is likely to cost £2m.-£24m.—will probably 
be preceded by a combined department of 
pathology and Public Health Laboratory. 
3. Fulbourn (Psychiatric) (East Anglian 
RHB).—To relieve the growing waiting list 
and increasing pressure on beds for severely 
subnormal patients, it is proposed to build 
a hospital of 320 beds on land adjacent to 
the present psychiatric hospital at Fulbourn. 


Estimated cost about £1m. 

4. Stevenage (North West Metropolitan 
RHB).—This will serve North Hertfordshire 
and have 400 beds. It will be known as the 
Lister. Subject to confirmation of a com- 
pulsory purchase order at present before the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
it is proposed to build the hospital on a site 
at Corey’s Mill, Stevenage. It is not intended 
to phase building, but there may be addi- 
tions later. Cost expected to be between 
£2m.-£3m. 

WALES 

5. Abergavenny (Welsh RHB).—First staze 
of 400-bed hospital will comprise 192 beds 
with operating theatres and other depart- 
ments, including X-ray, pathology, and out- 
patient. 

6. Pontypridd (Long-stay Geriatric) (Welsh 
RHB).—Long-stay geriatric hospital to re- 
place Graig Hospital, and provide 128 beds. 
At same time new geriatric and acute psy- 
chiatric units each of 30/40 beds will be 
established at the nearby Church Village 
Hospital as part of a complementary scheme. 


Development and Modernisation 


1. Blackpool: Victoria (Manchester RHB). 
—New maternity unit of 100 beds with ante- 
natal clinic and premature baby unit. There 
will also be a nurses’ teaching unit and 
accommodation for nursing staff. 

2. Brighton: Royal Sussex County (SE Met 
RHB).—Provision of an accident centre, 
casualty department and orthopaedic unit. 
The intention is that the Royal Sussex should 
become the accident centre for the area. 

3. Bristol (Homoeopathic) (S. Western 
RHB).—Planned to build a _ radiotherapy 
centre at this hospital. There will be six 
treatment rooms with full range of modern 
equipment, including a linear accelerator. 
There will be some 90 beds provided for 
acute cases and those brought from long 
distances. 

4. Burton-on-Trent (Birmingham RHB).— 
New out-patient and casualty block at the 
General Hospital will provide comprehen- 
sive services for the area. 

5. Canterbury (Kent and Canterbury. SE 
Met RHB).—Scheme for accident, casualty 
and out-patient departments, with physio- 
therapy, X-ray, and pathological services, 
and a service block containing power station, 
stores. kitchen and staff dining rooms. 

6. Clatterbridge (Liverpool RHB).—The 
hospital is being developed as the major 
radiotherapy centre for the Liverpool region. 
Phase | provided a linear accelerator, wards 
and ancillary departments; phase 2, now in 
progress, consists of further wards and ancil- 
lary departments. The Board are themselves 
financing a further stage to provide accom- 
modation for a second linear accelerator. The 
final stage now announced will provide 2 
general purpose wards of 28 beds each, day- 
rooms, isotype wards, out-patient department 
and a teaching unit, among other accom- 
modation and services. 

7. Hammersmith (Hammersmith and St. 
Mark’s Hospitals) (Teaching).—New multi- 
storey central block is proposed. This will 
be the first stage of a development plan to 
increase the present 684 beds to 800 or more. 
It is hoped to place in the new block medical 
and paediatric wards, laboratories, kitchens, 
and administrative departments. This 
hospital is the only general postgraduate 
teaching hospital in the United Kingdom. 

8. High Wycombe: High Wycombe 
Memorial (Oxford RHB).—Planning is well 
advanced on the first phase already approved. 
which includes a ward block of 240 beds, 
operating theatres, laboratory, etc. The next 
phase now selected will complete the im- 
mediate development of the hospital by pro- 
viding casualty, physiotherapy, X-ray and 


out-patient departments. 

9. Huddersfield: St. Luke’s (Leeds RHB). 
As part of the reorganisation of the City’s 
hospital services, it is proposed to establish 
psychiatric and geriatric units at this hospital. 
The psychiatric unit will have 100 beds and 
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an acute geriatric unit 64. 

10. Liverpool: Fazakerley (Psychiatric) 
(Liverpool RHB).—It is proposed to provide 
a unit for medium-stay psychiatric patients 
—those needing care for up to two years— 
which can be associated with the short-stay 
psychiatric unit to be provided as part of 
the general hospital development at 
Fazakerley. The unit will have about 190 
beds. 

11. Manchester: Wythenshawe (Manchester 
RHB).—The first phase, for which sketch 
plans have been completed, consists in the 
main of a maternity unit; the second phase 
will virtually mean the completion of the 
hospital by providing 316 beds together with 
children’s unit, operating theatres and other 
departments such as casualty, X-ray, physio- 
therapy and rehabilitation, as well as 
accommodation for medical, nursing and 
domestic staff. 

12. Newcastle: Royal Victoria Infirmary 
(Newcastle RHB).—Modernisation of clinical 
services will include a new operating theatre 
block, ward block, department of bacterio- 
logy, out-patients’ polyclinic and maternity 
unit. 

13. Nuneaton: George Eliot (Birmingham 
RHB).—To meet the urgent need for more 
maternity beds in the Nuneaton and Hincklev 
areas, it is proposed to build a 100-bed unit 
and provide 18 cots for babies needing special 
care. 

14. Portsmouth (Wessex RHB).—First 
stage of a scheme for the comprehensive and 
complementary development and improve- 
ment of the general hospital services in Ports- 
mouth. Details and cost now to be worked 
out. 

15. Preston: Sharoe Green (Manchester 
RHB).—This will be the second phase and 
in the main will consist of another 90 beds 
in a three-storey block. The first phase, con- 
sisting of the first 90 beds, operating theatres, 
etc., has reached the sketch plan stage. 

16. Prudhoe and Monkton (Newcastle 
RHB).—Phases 1 and 2 complete; phase 3 
due to be completed in mid-1961. Phase 4 
which has now been approved will provide 
100 more beds for children in four villas and 
other buildings. 

17. Reading: Royal Berkshire (Oxford 
RHB).—The second phase of redevelopment 
to follow the new ophthalmic department will 
be an ‘industrial zone’ which will include 
boiler house, work shops, and maintenance 


depots. 
Sheffield RHB 

18. Sheffield: (Psychiatric) Aughton Court, 
Aston, nr. Sheffield. 

19. Grenoside, nr. Sheffield. 

20. Thundercliffe Grange, 
nr, Rotherham, Yorks. 

21. Whittington Hall, Chesterfield’ 

All these are hospitals for sub-normal 
patients. It is proposed to provide 200 new 
beds with associated services at Grenoside; 
280 more at Aughton Court, and 80 extra at 
Thundercliffe Grange. There is a large-scale 
plan for the development of Whittington Hall 
by erecting Villa blocks for 460 patients. 
There will also be a new occupational 
therapy unit and other services, such as 
engineering, will be improved. 

2. Shrewsbury: Copthorne (Birmingham 
RHB).—A new maternity unit estimated to 
cost about £500,000. 

23. Tilbury: Orsett branch of Tilbury and 
Riverside (NE Met RHB).—Major develop- 
ment is planned to convert this Branch into 
a modern General hospital. Work on the 
first phase, consisting mainly of a new 60- 
bed maternity block, operating theatre suite 
and other major services, is expected to start 
this year. The second phase now selected 
will continue this development, and provide 
a new ward block of 203 beds, as well as a 
28-bed ward as an annex to another block, 
and accommodation for doctors and nurses. 


Kimberworth, 





Construction Equipment Manufacturers 


MR. C. H. GRIST, deputy chairman and 
managing director of Blaw Knox Ltd., and 
chairman of Blaw Knox Chemical 
Engineering Co. Ltd., has been elected 
president of the Federation of Manufac- 
turers of Construction Equipment. 
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Law Reports 


Increases for Prices of Materials : 
Builders’ Claim Fails 


High Court, Before Mr. Justice 
Ashworth 
Royston (Yorks) UDC v. Royston 
Builders Ltd. 


MR. JUSTICE ASHWORTH in the High Court 
on January 27 held that Royston (Yorks) 
Urban District Council were not liable to 
pay £500 to Royston Builders, Ltd., of 
North-road, Royston, as the alleged out- 
standing balance of the cost of erecting 
38 council houses. 

The houses were built at a total cost 
of £50,147 under two agreements dated 
April 2 and December 3, 1951. The 
Council denied owing the money and 
counterclaimed that they had overpaid 
the builders. 

The question for the court was whether 
on the true construction of the agree- 
ments and the facts found by the arbitra- 
tor, the Council were liable to reimburse 
the builders for increases in the prices of 
building materials above those current at 
the date of the tender, November 8, 1950. 

The builders contended that in negoti- 
ating the agreements they had stipulated 
that any increases in the cost of materials 
before and during construction would be 
met by the council. The council sub- 
mitted that it had been agreed when the 
builders first tendered for the work that 
price increases would be paid only on 
materials included in a fluctuation list 
clause. 

Giving judgment ASHWORTH J. said that 
in a later list of additions and deletions 
variations were made, including the sub- 
stitution of copper for lead in regard to 
some of the work. Lead was one of the 
materials included in the fluctuation list 
clause. 

The effect of the list of deletions and 
additions was to vary the originally priced 
bills of quantities. It did not have the 
effect of destroying the original tender at 
all, nor did it have the effect of rendering 
ineffective the list which had been sent in 
with the tender. The builders did nothing 
at that stage to make it plain that they 
wished the ‘substituted materials to be 
included in the fluctuation list. 

In an interview, a director of the firm 
had told the council surveyor that they 
expected the council to pay the increases, 
but he took no steps whatever afterwards 
to ensure that his wishes were translated 
into a practical form by inclusion as a 
term in the agreement. 

If a party, before executing a document, 
gave an indication to the other side that 
he wished a variation to be introduced, 
it was for that party to make quite certain 
that he did not sign or execute the agree- 
ment unless his wishes had been so trans- 
lated. The builders did nothing of the 
sort. The history of the matter pointed 
to one legal conclusion, that the agree- 
ments did include the fluctuation clause 
which applied to the contract notwith- 
standing the fact that the list prepared in 
November, 1950, had not been revised 
and was not physically attached to the 
bills of quantities. 

The builders had claimed that there was 


a collateral agreement derived from what 
was called the express stipulation of the 
director that he would not stand by his 
original list and would expect to be paid 
the increases in prices of all materials. 
His lordship found that no such agree- 
ment existed. There was no evidence 
whatever that the council intended to 
contract collaterally to the effect indi- 
cated. It was true they had made pay- 
ments consistent with such an agreement 
having been made, but that was nothing 
like sufficient to justify holding that there 
was a collateral agreement. 

His lordship was quite unable to spell 
out of the events a contractually binding 
obligation on the council to pay increased 
prices on all materials. 

The council had a counterclaim for 
quite a substantial sum, but to some 
extent the difficulties which had arisen 
in the case could be laid at the council’s 
door, and while it was for them to decide, 
his lordship did not think they would be 
acting improperly if they let the matter 
rest. 

His lordship accordingly dismissed the 
builders’ claim. The builders were 
ordered to pay the costs. 


Restrictive Agreement on Former 
Managing Director 


Chancery Division, Before Mr. Justice 
Wilberforce 
B. Cheal & Sons v. Hickie 


JUDGMENT was given for Mr. Charles 
Henry William Hickie, of Offington-lane, 
Worthing, in the Chancery Division on 
January 26 when Mr. Justice Wilberforce 
ruled that an agreement restricting him 
to carrying on business as a builder and 
decorator outside a seven-mile radius of 
Worthing was void. 
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The judge refused, with costs, an appli- 
cation by B. Cheal & Sons, Ltd., of Liver- 
pool Chambers, Liverpool-gardens, 
Worthing, of which Mr. Hickie was a 
joint managing director between 1953 and 
July, 1960, for an injunction restraining 
Mr. Hickie from being interested in 
building, decorating, electrical, hot water 
or sanitary engineering within the seven- 
mile radius. 

They sued under a clause in Mr. 
Hickie’s __ service agreement which 
imposed the restriction for two years 
after he left their employ. 

Mr. Hickie went into partnership in a 
building and decorating business at Port- 
slade—outside the seven-mile radius. 

THE JUDGE Said that Cheal’s complained 
of breaches of the agreement. In some 
cases it was clear that Mr. Hickie had 
taken no sort of initiative to secure the 
jobs, but there were other cases in which 
he might not have been quite so blame- 
less. 

Mr. Hickie clearly regarded persons 
who had been brought to Cheal’s and 
for whom good work had been-done as 
substantially his customers. That did 
not appear to his lordship to be the 
correct approach. Those were Cheal’s 
customers, and on that aspect of the case 
Mr. Hickie’s contentions failed. 

However, Mr. Hickie objected that the 
restricted area was too. wide. It 
included Southwick and Chanctonbury 
and other places of substantial population 
which contained very few or no 
customers of Cheal’s. 

His lordship concluded that Cheal’s 
business was really within the borough 
of Worthing, and a small proportion out- 
side. 

The area of restriction was too wide, 
and unfortunately his lordship had no 
power to vary it. He therefore declared 
it void and on that ground refused 
Cheal’s application. 


A recent photograph of the new Parliament Buildings at Kampala, Uganda, the 
architects for which were Messrs. Thomas Peatfield, DFC, ARIBA, and Geoffrey 


Bodgener, ARIBA, of London and Kampala. 


The Royal Coat of Arms on the 


facade was constructed in thin gauge metals by Messrs. Wainwright & Waring, 14 
Mortlake High-street, London, SW14, from a ‘ paper-work sculpture’ model 
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Californian Contrasts in Architecture 


The Shape of Things to Come in Los Angeles 


BY ARTHUR LATCHFORD 


TWO BUILDINGS proposed for early erec- 
tion in Los Angeles demonstrate how a 
young, virile and, above all, wealthy com- 
munity can afford both to break away 
from the traditional and to adapt it to 
modern requirements as the need arises. 


One, the Music Centre, combines 
modern structure and design with the 
elements of classical taste so as to present 
the city of Los Angeles with a building 
unlikely to become dated with the pass- 
ing years. The other, a restaurant and 
observation deck, has a futuristic quality 
in keeping with its position as the theme 
structure of the new multi-million Los 
Angeles International Airport designed to 
cater eventually for 23m. passengers a 
year. Even with local aviation experts 
Tat discussing the need for a second 
airport to ease the load on the new 
terminal which is only as yet beginning 
to take shape, it is not entirely incom- 
patible in this jet-age to have an airport 
restaurant shaped like a flying saucer and 
cantilevered from a four-legged parabolic 
arch. 


The Music Centre 


The building’s prominent site in the 
Civic Centre and its influential role in the 
cultural life of the community dictated 
a four-sided design in which each of the 
sides is of equal importance. Designed as 
a pavillion, the Music Centre will feature 
damatic fluted columns extending the full 
height of the building and continued 
around its periphery. 

A five-level structure, it will accom- 
modate up to 3,100 persons in the main 
concert hall, as well as having a 1,000- 
capacity hall for receptions and banquets, 
a restaurant seating 300 with magnificent 
views across the city, five rehearsal halls 
and 15,000 sq. ft. of offices for non-profit 
cultural groups. In addition there will 
be a three-tier underground parking area 
for 500 to 700 cars with off-street loading 
and unloading. This integral parking 
space will be additional to a proposed 
4,000-capacity parking structure nearby. 

Columns and roof overhang will be 
of white stone over steel, and the build- 
ing will be faced with dark granite and 
glass. The underside of the roof over- 
hang will be sculptured into classical 
type modillions reflecting the Greek tradi- 
tion. Decorative lighting fixtures made of 
glass chips will be suspended from the 
roof overhang to illuminate dramatically 
the sides of the building. A wide out- 
door promenade will surround the struc- 
ture at ground and first floor levels. 

Dimensions of the Music Centre are on 
a grand scale. The building will be 
330 ft. long, 252 ft. wide and rise to a 
height of 92 ft. from first promenade 
level. It will feature the latest develop- 
ments in acoustics and vision for both 
audience and performers. Each seat will 
have an uninterrupted view of the stage 
which, although very low by American 








The projected new Music Centre, Los Angeles 


New terminal and airfield facilities for Los Angeles International Airport 





standards, will be within a 27° angle of 
vision from even the highest point in the 
last tier. For a minimum house of 2,600 
persons, no one will be more than 100 ft. 
from the stage; for a maximum house 
(3,100) 90 per cent of the audience will 
be closer than 105 ft. and no seat will be 
more than 130 ft. from the stage. 


Aisles and doors are so designed that 
even a capacity house can be cleared in 
one-and-a-half minutes. Several promen- 
ades will be available to the audience 
during intermissions, including a formal 
courtyard at the front entrance, with 
fountain, pools and sculpture. This 








courtyard will lead into the impressive 
foyer, in which will originate the grand 
staircase, four storeys high. The tap 
floor will house a restaurant with floor- 
to-ceiling glass walls affording the 300 
diners unsurpassed views of the _ sur- 
rounding area. 


The stage will incorporate the most 
advanced concepts in theatrical design 
and will probably be the most flexible 
in the United States. The proscenium is 
designed to vary from 36 ft. to 58 ft., 
with a maximum height of 30 ft., and 
the playing stage will be 169 ft. wide by 
64 ft. deep with a rear wall 104 ft. from 














wie. 





SO eet NR aN 2 NaN AINE en ee a ili 



























: 
f 










THE BUILDER February 10 1961 


curtain line when the backstage portal is 
opened. An unusual orchestra shell, 
constructed on a trolley, will be rolled 
into position for concerts. 


The Music Centre will be built on land 
donated by the County of Los Angeles, 
which authority has already contributed 
$6m. to the cost of construction. A like 
sum is being raised from private sources. 
December 15, 1962, has been set as the 
target date for opening, and tenders are 
shortly to be invited. The architects 
are Welton Becket and Associates, of Los 
Angeles. 


The Airport Restaurant 


The new Los Angeles International Air- 
port terminal facilities will include 15 
major buildings of which the restaurant 
will be the central theme structure. 
Others are the control tower and adminis- 
tration building, seven satellite buildings 
each with ten airplane loading positions 
suitable for jet aircraft, and six airline 
ticketing buildings to serve as check-in 
points for passengers and baggage. The 
ticketing and satellite buildings will be 
connected by tunnels to afford protection 
to passengers from weather and aircraft 
blast. Parking for 5,000 cars is included 


in this ambitious scheme. 

The basic design of the theme struc- 
ture is a parabolic arch, with a span of 
340 ft. and rising 135 ft. from the ground. 
From this arch, which will have four legs 
of structural steel in  vinyl-covered 
plaster, will be cantilevered the ‘ flying 
saucer ’ shaped restaurant floor. This will 
be a true cantilever of 35 ft. The centre 
of the floor will be supported on a con- 
crete central core which will also enclose 
four high-speed lifts, stairs and utility 
services. 


The core is actually a 90-ft. high 
cylindrical tube, 12 in. thick and 34 ft. 
in diameter. Its footing will be a large 
circular disc, 65 ft. in diameter and 6 ft. 
thick, resting on piles. A dynamic 
analysis was made of the behaviour of 
this inverted pendulum, which will take 
the lateral load of the structure for 
earthquake and wind. The structure will 
be on four levels: 


Basement.—For storage and _ service 
facilities. 
Ground level.— Central commissary 


and food preparation for all restaurants, 
including those in the satellite buildings, 
to which prepared food will be conveyed 


Building Research in the Commonwealth 
List of Organisations Issued by the BRS 


The Building Research Station, DSIR, 

has prepared the following Note (No. 
E 1047) on ‘ Building Research in the 
Commonwealth.’ The Note, which is 
Crown Copyright Reserved, gives a brief 
account of building research facilities in 
the Commonwealth countries, together 
with the names and addresses of the 
organisations concerned; it was originally 
prepared for the RIBA Commonwealth 
Conference. 
IN THE FIELD of building research col- 
laboration within the Commonwealth is 
close. The UK _ Building Research 
Station, Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research (founded in 1921), 
has in many ways helped the sister 
organisations in Australia (Division of 
Building Research, Commonwealth Scien- 
tific and Industrial Research Organisa- 
tion, and the Commonwealth Experi- 
mental Building Station, Ministry of 
Works, both mid-1944), Canada (Division 
of Building Research, National Research 
Council, 1947), India (Central Building 
Research Institute. Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research. 1947-48; also 
the National Buildings Organisation, 
1956), South Africa (National Building 
Research Institute. Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research. 1946) and West 
Africa (West African Building Research 
Institute, Accra, 1952). 

Members of the staff of these institutes 
have spent periods at the Building Re- 
search Station and in some of the other 
centres. The directors of Commonwealth 
building research meet from time to time 
to discuss problems of common interest. 
In Pakistan, a building research section 
is being formed with the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research. In 


New Zealand, the Building Research 
Bureau was established in 1959, spon- 
sored jointly by the architects’ and 
builders’ institutes. The Federal Adviser 
on Building Development to the West 
Indies, though not carrying out building 
research, is concerned with exchange of 
technical information between territories 
which include Jamaica and Trinidad. 

In East Africa, the materials labora- 
tory, Kenya Ministry of Works. under- 
takes a certain amount of investigatory 
and testing work for the other East 
African territories as well as for con- 
sultants and contractors. In Hong Kong. 
the University is increasingly concerning 
itself with local technical building prob- 
lems: it is holding a symposium on high 
buildings in 1961. Many of these 
organisations belong to the International 
Council for Building Research, Studies 
and Documentation (CIB). 

In the United Kingdom, a Colonial 
Liaison Section was set up at the Build- 
ing Research Station in 1948 to collect 
and disseminate information on building, 
housing and planning matters. It was 
renamed the Tropical Building Section 
in 1958. Until recently its work was 
entirely financed from a grant made under 
the Colonial Development and Welfare 
Acts (it is still financed entirely from UK 
funds). It continues primarily to assist 
the UK dependent territories but helps 
other Commonwealth countries with 
similar problems, particularly Ceylon, 
India, Ghana. Nigeria, Pakistan, and 
Southern Rhodesia. 

Most of these Commonwealth organisa- 
tions publish technical digests and notes 
as well as research reports. Sometimes 
there are special arrangements for these 
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by tunnel in heated or refrigerated trucks. 
The buildings at ground level will be sur- 
rounded by a decorative grille-type per- 
forated screen of concrete blocks. 

Restaurant level.—Reached by lifts in 
the central core, this will be 70 ft. above 
the parking lot and 103 ft. in diameter, 
commanding a view of airfield operations 
on all sides. Decor as well as cuisine will 
be international. The restaurant will seat 
300 persons. 

Observation deck.—Also reached by the 
lifts inside the core, the public observa- 
tion deck will be 85 ft. above the ground 
and 88 ft. in diameter. 

A contract recently awarded for six of 
the satellite buildings, five of the ticketing 
buildings and the central theme structure 
exceeded $24m. Completion is scheduled 
for 1961. 

The architects for the new terminal and 
airfield facilities are: Charles Luckman 
Associates, co-ordinating architects; 
Welton Becket & Associates, architects 
and engineers; and Paul R. Williams, 
architect. The structural engineers for 
the theme structure are Richard R. Brad- 
shaw and Steve Barnes, and the general 
contractors, Robert E. McKee General 
Contractor Inc., E] Paso, Texas. 


publications to be distributed to archi- 
tects. For example, ‘ Building Research 
Digests’ are inserted in the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects’ ‘ Journal’ and 
the South African National Building Re- 
search Institute’s information sheets in 
the ‘South African Architectural 
Record.’ In Australia, ‘Notes on the 
Science of Building’ are distributed in 
much the same way; so in Canada, the 
‘Canadian Building Digest.’ 

In addition, the Department of Archi- 
tectural Science, University of Sydney, 
publishes a periodical ‘ Architectural 
Science’; the Tropical Building Section, 
UK Building Research Station, publishes 


‘Overseas Building Notes: Notes on 
Building, Housing and Planning in 
Trepical and Sub-Tropical Countries,’ 


which circulate to interested architects. 
A second series—‘ Tropical Building 
Studies ’"—the first two issues of which 
have appeared. is being published by HM 
Stationery Office. 

Following are the addresses of Com- 
monwealth Building Research Organisa- 
tions: 


Australia.—Division of Building Research, 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation, Graham-road, Highett 
$21, Victoria. Commonwealth Experimental 
= Station, Box 34, PO, Chatswood, 


Canada.—Division of Building Research, 
National Research Council, Ottawa. 

India.—Central Building Research Institute, 
Roorkee. National Building Organisation, 
11-A Janpath, New Delhi. 

New Zealand.—The Building Research 
Bureau, PO Box 1796, Wellington, CI. 

Pakistan.—The Building Research Station, 
Karachi, Pakistan. 

South Africa.—National Building Research 
Institute, PO Box 395, Pretoria: 

United Kingdom. — Building Research 
Station, Garston, Watford, Herts. Building 
Research Station, Thorntonhall, nr. Glasgow. 

West Africa (Ghana, Nigeria and Sierra 
Leone).—West African Building Research 
Institute, PO Box 183, Accra, Ghana. 
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Water Economy Measures by Ministry of Works 


DURING the last four or five years the 
Public Health Engineering Branch of the 
Ministry of Works has investigated a 
number of measures for reducing con- 
sumption of water and preventing waste. 

A notable contribution was made in 
1956 with the publication of the results 
of a two-year investigation into the use 
of spray taps for office buildings. This 
showed that washing under spray taps 
which delivered mingled hot and cold 
water resulted in a saving of about half 
the amount of water normally consumed 
and a similar saving in the amount of 
fuel required to heat it. The results of 
this investigation have since been widely 
published by the Building Research 
Station. 

To show how the waste of water from 
pipe bursts during frosty weather could 
be prevented the Ministry designed the 
frost-proof house which the Ministry of 


Experiments with Flushing Cisterns 


Housing and Local Government exhibited 
at the Ideal Home Exhibition in 1957. 

The Ministry’s Public Health Engineer- 
ing Branch also carried out an investiga- 
tion into the satisfactory jointing of 
polythene tubing for the supply of mains 
water under pressure, thus eliminating 
what had previously been a weakness in 
this type of plumbing. 


Latest Inquiry 


The latest inquiry just completed by 
the Ministry lasted over 16 months and 
showed that by installing in women’s 
lavatories flushing cisterns which were 
capable of giving at choice either a 


‘short’ (appoximateiy one-gallon) or a 
‘long’ (approximately two-gallon) flush 
resulted in a saving of nearly 28 per cent 
of the water that would be required by 
‘long’ 


flushing cisterns giving flushes 


only. 
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A simple adaptation of the dome of 
the siphon—there are several ways of 
achieving this—makes it possible by 
operating the handle and letting go to 
deliver a flush of approximately half that 
obtained by operating the handle and 
holding it down. The ‘short’ flush has 
generally been found to be sufficient for 
clearing the pan of urine. 

The experiment was carried out in 
Abell House, a Ministry office building in 
Westminster, and was in two parts: the 
first, a control run of over four months, 
when ‘long’ flushes only were possible 
and the second, a period of little more 
than a year, when ‘long’ and ‘short’ 
flushes were obtainable. There were five 
wc’s in the compartment and the average 
number of women was 16. 

Electrical recording apparatus was 
installed to count the number of ‘long’ 
and the number of ‘short’ flushes and 
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the water used was metered. 

The purpose of the experiment was 
explained to the users but it was empha- 
sised that any economies in water 
obtained must not be at the expense of a 
satisfactory service. 

The majority of users (76 per cent) 
were well satisfied with being able to 
obtain at choice ‘long’ or ‘ short’ flushes 
and were quite willing for the installation 
to remain after the experiment ended. 

There were some complaints that the 
pans stained more quickly, but an investi- 
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gation showed that this was common to 
other lavatories in the building and was 
due to inadequate cleaning, which was 
rectified. At no time were conditions 
unhygienic. 


Flushing of Urinals 


A further investigation is being carried 
out by the Ministry into the possibility of 
saving water used for flushing urinals. It 
is the general practice to flush urinals 
automatically at the rate of one gallon of 
water per stall three times an hour for 
24 hours a day and seven days a week. 
Investigation as to how much of this 





water may be saved without the creation 
of nuisance by closing down this flushing 
water supply during the night and at 
week-ends has been made by Ministry of 
Works. 

In an experiment in Lambeth Bridge 
House lasting nearly five months it has 
been shown that in seven ranges of four 
stalls and four ranges of five stalls of 
urinals in an office building, the installa- 
tion of time-operated motorised valves 
to cut off the water supply to the urinal 
flushing cisterns overnight and at week- 
ends resulted in a saving of 15,500 gal- 
lons of water a week without nuisance. 


Lifting Equipment 


Accidents Avoided by Careful Planning 


LIFTING EQUIPMENT and its safe use was 
the subject of a lecture by MR. B. A. C. 
WHYTE, Of Woodall Duckham Ltd., at a 
recent meeting of the London Building 
and Civil Engineering Contractors Acci- 
dent Prevention Group. ‘A study of acci- 
dents with lifting appliances,’ said Mr. 
Whyte, ‘shows that most of them—at 
least, the more serious ones—are due 
either to overloading (causing failures of 
materials or connections) or to lack of 
stability (causing appliances to collapse 
or overturn). Most of the contents of 
Part III of the Building Regulations are 
designed to prevent accidents of that 
kind.’ 

The employer’s first duty, continued 
the speaker, was to satisfy himself that 
the men who used the equipment were 
competent to do so. The ability to esti- 
mate the weight and point of balance of 
heavy loads was part of the skilled 
slinger’s stock in trade, but because there 
was a level of uncertainty, the makers 
provide a substantial factor of safety. It 
was of vital importance that the stipu- 
lated safe working loads of appliances and 
gear should never be exceeded, deliber- 
ately or accidentally, and it was the safety 
officer’s first duty to see that this rule 
was rigidly enforced. 

Every lifting operation, he said, 
required careful planning. When sus- 
pended lifting equipment was used it 
should be remembered that the capacity 
of the appliance may be limited by the 
strength of its support, so that the sup- 
porting structure, the tackle carrying the 
lifting appliance, the appliance itself, and 
the tackle connecting the load to the lift- 
ing appliance should all be capable of 
carrying the load. 

‘The biggest and most interesting tool 
on the site,’ continued Mr. Whyte, ‘ is 
the crane. A common cause of crane 
accidents is faulty signalling, so do keep 
to a standard system of signals and see 
that they are given distinctly. Jib cranes 
must be fitted with automatic warning 
devices which tell the driver and nearby 
persons that the machine is nearing or 
passing its limit. The reaction of crane 
drivers to these indicators is curious. At 
first they hate the sight of them and try 
to put them out of action; then some 
drivers grow to love them and use them 
to work the crane regularly to the limit 
and slightly beyond. These are both bad 
habits. The latter can be worse because 





the gang no longer tries to estimate loads 
accurately and relies entirely upon the 
warning bell or hooter. [If it fails, under 
those circumstances, the results can be 
serious. This is just one more good reason 
why only approved indicators should be 
used, and why they should be properly 
maintained, and tested every week, in 
accordance with regulations.’ 

Turning to the question of weight indi- 
cators, Mr. Whyte said that weights 
should not be marked on objects unless 
they had actually been weighed. 

When a weight was marked on a large 
assembly it should refer to the total 
weight and not merely to the component 
on which it appeared. Four good rules 
for the drivers of all types of lifting 
equipment were: 

(1) Always test the load before start- 
ing off. Lift slightly and halt to get 
the ‘ feel’ of the weight. 

(2) See that the load is guided with 
a landline, and that it is held clear of 
obstructions. 

(3) Travel smoothly and steadily. 

(4) Make a safe landing. There is 
usually somebody waiting to receive 
a load and he won’t bless the driver 
if it comes at him like an express train. 
Referring next to the problem of lift- 

ing gear, Mr. Whyte continued: ‘If you 
have any choice in the matter see that 
the chains are fitted with alternative end 
links rather than rings, to eliminate 
alternating stresses. Don’t take it for 
granted but make sure that your foremen 
and slingers appreciate the effects of 
spread with double leg slings and give 
each one an individual table of loads. 

‘As you know, wrot iron tackle 
becomes brittle with work, a condition 
which must be removed by heat treat- 
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This was achieved without loss of 
hygiene and without creating any offen- 
sive smell even though apertures to an 
artificial ventilating system on one floor 
were sealed off for a week. It was found 
that there were no complaints of smell 
if the flushing was cut off between 7 p.m. 
and 7 a.m. but smell nuisance occurred if 
the flushing was cut off from 7 p.m. to 
9 a.m. 

Office hours for this building are 9 a.m. 
to 5.30 p.m. for a five-day week. 

This investigation into the saving of 
water used for urinal flushing is being 
continued at other office buildings. 


ment. On building sites, wrot iron chains 
of half-inch bar or less must be annealed 
every six months, and those over half 
inch every fourteen months. Failure of 
lifting gear may be due to defective 
metal, defective welds, deformation due 
to misuse, overloading or shock loading. 
To avoid these faults buy from reputable 
makers, use properly, and service regu- 
larly.’ 

Mr. Whyte concluded with a few 
remarks about builders’ goods hoists. ‘ If 
a hoist is designed, erected, and used in 
accordance with the building regulations 
it will be reasonably safe,’ he said, 
‘otherwise it is a _ potential killer. 
“Erected” means not only put into 
working order, but fitted with the proper 
safeguards—gates and fencing, over-run 
trip gear and hold-back devices. “‘ Used ”’ 
means used safely by keeping gates closed 
during use, prohibiting riding on the plat- 
form, inspecting the hoist and its driving 
gear thoroughly every week. It should 
be remembered, too, that these require- 
ments apply to transportable hoists as 
well as to fixed hoists. 

‘Finally, as a matter of interest, you 
will have noted that all lifting appliances. 
except hoists, have to be thoroughly 
examined every 14 months. This allows 
you to fix your own limit of, say, 12 
months, because you find it may take 
some time to locate the thing, and then 
it takes a month to persuade the fore- 
man to part with it, so in the end it 
comes back to 14 months.’ 

Points of interest during the subse- 
quent discussion on Mr. Whyte’s paper 
included the use of telephones and 
similar aids to communication between 
ground and cabin; electronic devices 
used to prevent the collision of the jibs 
when cranes are working in congested 
circumstances; the remote control of 
cranes was also touched on; and training 
courses for crane drivers. 


Personal Column 


MR. I. M. JEFFREY, Overseas representative 
of Expandite Ltd., Chase-rd., London, NW10, 
manufacturers of sealing compounds, jointing 
and waterproofing materials and _ anti- 
corrosive treatments, has left London for a 
tour of North and West Africa. During his 
stay he will visit engineers, architects and 
distributors in these territories. 

MR. G. E. SAVORY has been appointed assis- 
tant managing director of Ruston-Bucyrus 
Ltd. MR. F. WILDMORE has been appointed to 
the board of the company as director and 
commercial manager. 

Winget Ltd. has appointed mR. L. F. 
MOORE, managing director of Moore’s Plant 
Ltd., Tottenham, and a member of the 





Winget board, chairman of Plant Engineer- 
ing Services (Exeter) Ltd. and Winget Ser- 
vices Ltd., Scotland. 

Seaboard Lumber Sales Co. Ltd., Van- 
couver, has appointed MR. RONALD A. RUTHVEN 
to undertake market studies and to super- 
vise the advertising and promotion in the 
UK of Seaboard decorative plywoods and 
hardboards. 

MR. D. H. J. C. WHITE has been appointed 
a director of Portable Concrete Buildings 
Ltd., parent company of the Banbury Group. 

MR. D. J. C. LINGARD has been appointed 
sales manager of Permanite Ltd., roofing felt 
and dampcourse manufacturers, of 455 Old 
Ford-rd., London, E3. 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. It is recommended that 
the prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers 
and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices 
for Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, 


Holborn and St. Pancras. d. 
Pit Ballast’... : “ae re per yd. 5 
Pit Sand itn ; ae ro is 8 


Washed Sand 

j in. Shingle 

j in. Broken Brick 

Pan Breeze ‘ eee rr 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate wes per ton 


2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


fd OO ceed oes oes oes teen PS 
Como hAWUY 
w 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifi- 


cation delivered Charing Cross area. £ s. d. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site per ton $i ¢ 

1 to 6 tons, site F pe ; as 6 4 0 
Rapid-Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and 

upwards to site 5 i Se 2 @ 

lto6tons_ do. site ; a 6 14 6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colocrete in 6-ton lots ‘me = 8 12 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 310s. Od. to 780s. Od. o~ ton. 


White Portland Cement .. - 13 17 
Under | ton per cwt. 16 11 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 

and upwards : per ton 7 4 6 


Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 10s.0d. to £14 5s.0d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Ciment Fondu and Lightning Brands High Alum- 


inous cement, 6-ton lotsandup _.. me ce i 15 14 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway 

Depot, London a 619 0O 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads (London sites) ‘a 7 FF @ 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks mamnen 

sites) per cwt. ; 6 ¢ 
BRICKS 
Full Loads ce 
First Hard Stocks one oes eee see .. per 1,000 1619 6 
Second Hard Stocks - ait sae ‘ele ‘3 i" 14 13 6 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) a es aa 7 ms 1015 O 
Mild Stocks ; = 10 10 O 


All loaded free into lorry at ‘the “works. The 
question of haulage is ‘still very difficult and 
prices must be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 


district : 
Commons 612 0 
Cellular Commons j er: i a 612 0 
Keyed do. - a ian ves os 614 0 
Rustics : jaa aha sie ad = 8 12 0 
Cellular Rustics 812 0 
Single Bullnose Commons _ i = a 8 14 6 
Sandfaced .. ate one wa oo 1s 912 0 
Tuscans. Mas ae me ia is 10 7 0 
Saxons r a _ ees me e 10 15 O 
Golden Buffs , ae ii a = = 
Dapple Light Facings wii ~ wad 11 9 6 
Heather Facings os a as 11 5 O 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London sites)... ... fe 33 49 
do. Bullnose (London sites) ... _... in os 343 «9 
Blue Wire Cuts (London sites) eee _ ia 29 9 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) ‘ ae a 11 13 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) * 1l 8 6 
— Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) * 8 12 0 


Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks : 


3 (London stations). aa " 30 12 3 
2¢ in. (London sites) ..... oa , ai ie 31 1 «0 
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: in. (London stations) ea a 


3 in. (London sites) : 

2% in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) F 

2% in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) .. 

2 in. Machine- made Multi Red Facings (London 
sites) 

2} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) .. oon - aes pa “ 
2%in. Hand- made Sandfaced Multi-Colour 

Facings (London sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) . 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings, 
Berkshire district (London sites) 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) 
2% in. Surrey ay Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) ... oh — es ne 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) ... 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, B Brown: 
Stretchers ... 
Headers ad 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4) in. Flats 
Double Stretchers 
Double Headers “ 
One side and two ends ... 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints , at 
Cream and Buff, £3 extra over White. “ Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over 
White. All above prices plus 474% for Best 
quality and plus 475% less 10°, for Second 
quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 
HoLLow CLAY PARTITION BLocKks (Keyed) 


Minimum lorry loads 
er eS 140 yds... 7 .-. per yd. sup. 
BuILDING BLocks (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity)... 110 yds. 
*4 in. (6 cavity)... 90 yds. mee neh = om 
6in. (82 in. x 5gin.) 1,250 blocks ... eo ©=—s- ee OW 1,080 


* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 


2 in. 00 yds... ios ... per yd. sup. 
24 in. 85 yds. sie et a 
3 in. 75 yds. a 
4 in. 55 yds. a 
CRANHAM ten COTTA 
2 in. bin a 
24 in. a ma 
3 in. Load bearing quality ‘ 
4in. do. do . 
MOLER PARTITION BLOCKS 
2 in. ; 150 yds. rs 
24 in. 120 yds. “i 
3 ee = 100 yds. “ 
BO sex an 90 yds. ‘ 


L IGHTWEIGHT Conc RETE Pn ool AND PARTITION 
BLOC KS OF VARIOUS SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 


aa - es ee See ao --» per yd. sup. 
24 in. saa hee ane RE i ts. es eo 
| Se 65 yds. os 
i. ae aaa 50 yds. o» 
4h in. ... a ies 44 yds. * 
6in. ... 33 yds. a 
THERMALITE- YTONG Palen BLocks 
2} in. ... ‘ oie 144 yds. 
THERMALITE- YTONG LOAD-BEARING INSULATING Bioc! KS 
| ee its 120 yds. ; hee a sup. 
4in. ... <3 is 90 yds. aie ; 
| ae isi 72 yds. 
ee ae Pr 60 yds. 
84 in. ... 42 yds. 


FLOOR ‘BLoc KS AND FILLER “Turs ' 
Floor Blocks 12 in. x 12 in. delivered in full lorry- 
loads : 


4in. ... 


| ee re ee 


ee 
Cm << 
, 
i 
, ae 
10 in. 
Filler Tiles in multipies of 10 tiles val 1 1,000 multiples : 
12 in. x 3 in. x gin. ; 
12 in. x 4 in. x fin. 
10 in. x 5 in. x 4 in. 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. TIMBER 
Glazed Stoneware Standard List (November, 1956). Softwood Ex per 
: 4 in. 6 in. 9 in. Joinery quality... .. ..  ... Wharf standard £115 to £140 
pes, 2 ft. bagi ae ws be 6a ie “ai 2/6 4/6 Carcassing quality do. a £94 — £98 
Bends... aa a each 5/- 1/6 20/3 1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. * £110 0 0 
Junctions : ae ae 8/4 12/6 27/- Hardwood £3. 4 
Gullies with 4in. outlets |. 12/6 13/9 22/6 Mahogany—African S.E._... ~—«.. +o. perfit.cube 110 0 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List do. Honduras S.E. ... ... do. a 5. ¢ 8 
(November, 1956) prices delivered London Area. Oak European S.E. .. ... do. a 210 0 
Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot. do. Japanese S.E. ...  ... do. o 3 00 
Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces do. English Logs sawn... do. - 2 
Over 2 tons aes 2 ~~ Under 2 tons Teak 8 in. average S.E. -. do. - 317 6 
Best Quality - —5% +20% Walnut African Logs sawn... do. ‘si 12 6 
BSS Best Quality... +10% 3% 410% + 5% 5, 410% (20% | Plywood 
Tested Quality ... +374%-5% $1904 + 136 +374 %+20% 6mm. (4 in.) Birch Plywood B/BB___... per 100sq. ft. 4 4 6 
BSS Tested Quality.. tae 36 447444 15% +474 2420 7 ‘= do. B/BB exterior r grade . ws 
d. ) eg ” ” 
3 in. Land Drain a -g (in se in. m lenge -. --- per 1,000 rr 10 6 18 mm. Birch Blockboard . ei an 910 0 
4 in. do. oan ey 1616 0 # in. Douglas Fir Plywood 96 in. x 48 in. 
6 in. do. do. ae oe ee aes “s 3410 O Exterior ee ata aa eotié two 
9 in. do. do. ai aaa? “Same ae a 6419 0 ates az a a 911 0 
DAMP COURSE DOORS (in Lots I- 1-11) 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. hey London area. , £ad 
rolls cut to wall widths ia lots of Wd and £ s. d. | !#,in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
over delivered London area . aoe . per yd. sup. , 3 2 ft.Oin.x6 ft. Gin... ove ee vee anc 116 0 
Asbestos base do. 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. és . 2 2 ft. 3 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ” 117 6 
Lead lined bitumen do. 93 lb. per yd. sup. do. do. rs 12 2 2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6 in. aw a ” 118 6 
18 in. x9 in. British damp course slates... ... per 1,000 43 8 11 2 ft. 9 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... ” 20 6 
14 in. x9 in. do. do. ta ake 32 8 2 2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 4G in deal 
9 in. x9 in. do. do. oa a 18 18 9 2 ft. 6 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... ” z9 0 
18 in. x 44 in. do. do. cu =s. se 2 R. 9 in. x6 ft. Gin. ... ” 2 ¢ 
14 in. xh in. do. do. sa ah Se 1518 3 2i > _ oe yA open. Pattern 2x G in deal _ 
9 in. x 44 i ‘ ‘i a in. XO it ag ' a: ” 2 
saad do - we 3 2 ft. 9 in. x6 ft. 6 in. ... pel 23 4 
STONE ere er twt Flush Doorsto BS 459, Part2A oe 
in. x6 _ es 2 
Bath Stone £2 & oe Se ee eee ue 112 3 
Monks Park is aren ct ce _ per ft. cube 10 3 ZR SIM XCEL GEM. ... one nce wee see * [i 2 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground .. 11 6 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. : - on? ee a ~~ ss. 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. coe cee ” 118 0 
B.R. Western Region. 1} in. Hardboard Faced Flush Doors. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered 2 ft. 0 in. x 6 ft. O in. + eee ee ” 1 5 6 
London area 2 be a " 10 10 2 ft. 0 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. _ one eee one eco ° 16 0 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ie nis . 10 6 ZR FM XGR. Gim. ... nce see see one na 1 6 6 
Portland Stone— 2 ft. 6 in. X6 MR. Gim. ... coe cee wee ne vie 1 8 6 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. 2 ft. 9 in. x6 ft. 6in. ... ae pam a aes on ;. 6 
average delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, B.R. Southern Region... os 9 10 SUNDRIES 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. Delivered London area. £ s. a. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs 6 ft. 0 in. x2 ft. 0 in. in 
9 in. x3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton)... . per yd. 6 2 
stolled cills —... - .perft.cube 4 5 10 1} in. do. (67 yds. tolton) ...  .«.. - 8 0 
12 in. x6 in. do. de. do. - a6 % 2 in. do. Gey w@ites .. «~ ee 9 9% 
12 i in. <3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ... J 3 £ 23 i In. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) owe eve “i 11 3 
12 in. x3 in. Weathered and twice throated coping vs 73 3 3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton)... » 12 73 
14 in. x6 in. do. do. do. ea 217 0 Quantities under 1 ton add id. per }in. of thickness. 
44 in. x9 in. Plinth rubbed on top and face 1. 2 11 O | 4 in. imported or home produced insulation per 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. o § Board, quantities over 5,000 pe ft. - « Meh 2 2 6 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 2 j 
4 in. Hardboard do. : woe “a és 117 6 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork. perft.cube 1 11 3 fs in. do. do. aa 3 24 6 
do. do. fair one edge for fair faced brickwork A 117 0 a 
: Hard York— 2 *. emer Straw Slabs, nate -— 
: 12: in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and . § ft., 9 ft., 10 ft. and 12 ft. x 
edge . per ft. run 11 0 s0-100 yds. Sale Se Mis 5 - yd. sup. 11 4 
14 in. x3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 101-250 yds. eS ae) er hee ” 10 10 
and front : per ft. cube 218 3 251-750 yds. ace ose ove eoe ove eee ” 10 1 
12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front _,, 211 0 Over 750 yds... ve ” 9 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes ... per ft. sup. 10 3 2 in. do. for partitions 4d. per yd. cheaper. 

) 2 in. Sawn Paving, om sqnenen, in random % in. Asbestos Flat Building ee. wom. te ES 4n 
‘ sizes eos ons .peryd.sup. 3 12 0 ¢ in. do. do. do. — pa 6 0 
6 
; gS is ; 3 
' TILES AND PANTILES do. ce ney kk eee a 2 2% 

Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000. Best Scotch Giue in slabs a ae - perjcwt. 5 8 O 
Machine-made Pantiles and French ee —_ from £ -. & 0. one — «a « — 5 8 0 
Lincolnshire district ... 2919 0 Croid Glue... .. a. ae. Sam eek, ae ee 26 9 
Reagent Seg Bovhehies district “ caus 55 18 0 Impact Adhesive ..._ .. coe weet ees Per gall. 8212 0 
: and-made Double Roman Bridgwater istrict | _ 64 4 «1 
| Hand-made 10} x64 tiles Berkshire district ...  ... sos...” 1. or lots ~ «om Bes 
: do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) . We Pe 73800 
: ae yea sag 7 pe made coo ee | - B Wire Nails 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ... ves aes POT CW. 319 2 
and-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz.... ... ess 
i Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ...  ... a 110 1 on So ae ay wees. lots)” an ia dinning 
j Concrete tiles 10} x64 . a” ale dee | doe 810 0 METALS 
] do. Interlocking (498) eee 19 16 6 Steet JOISTS , ETC. 
/ Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Basis Joiets— 224 
| 6in. x Sin., 8 in. x 5in., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6in., 
: SLATES ie x6 in., plain’ cut to ) lengths delivered . 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage paid in full — , —- Oe 715 0 
truck loads to London Rate station. Per 1,000 actual. with £s 4. Extra for sizes : : 
3 in. x 1} in 4 in. x 1} in. po - 310 0 
24x 12 vee 155 10 0 3 in. x3 in. vi a ee a ae ae a 210 0 
22x 12 ia 123 10 0 4 in. x3 in. a ke ae ee SO ee ae 25 0 
22x11 a * ‘ . ° 111 10 0 10 in. x 44 in. a ee ae “ 110 0 
20 x 12 ose . ° ° 104 10 0 5 in. x 24 in. Ss eo pa 115 0 
20x 10 oe 8 eee ° ° 102 0 0 42 in. x 1} in. ‘a a Se ae oe pe s 3 8 
18x 10 : _ . 69 10 0 5 in. x 44 in. 7in.x3hin. 13in.xSin. ... ra 15 0 
18x 9 61 0 0 6in.x3in. 24 in. x7} in. = Sl oe RE 200 
16x 10 54 8 10 6 in. x 44 in. 7 in. x4 in. 8 in. x 4 in. } a 1 5 
16x 8 4212 4 9in.x4in. Win.xSin. 0 ..  . 0 
Nore. —Breakage in “transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 12 in. x 5 in. am 7 te. ... “A a ne i i 00 
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METALS—continued 
2 in.x7in. 10 in. x8 in. 12 in. x8 in L.C.C. CoateD Drain Pipes 
in.x5$in. 14 in. x 6 in. 14 in. x8 in. ‘a4 4 in. diamet £ s. d 
= in. x ; in. 13.in. x6 in. ot in seein. per ton 10 © | 6 in, do cal  - lengths con ae -- yd.run 1.1 i 
in. x 8 in. 18 in. « 6 in. 18 o ° -_— ° : eee ‘<a me ie : 
18in.x8in. 20in.x6fin. 20 in. Via } : 10 0 | Sin diameter bends... 0. eee wee ach : 19 3 
Steel angles average price , | 4i a do. ow ote +o oe as 212 8 
Steel tees average price . ” 48 15 © | 4 in. diameter branches . ee : 2 
Fabri ‘ _ die a 49 15 | 6 in. do. do. ee _ ” a. 3 
He pe work delivered London— Oo | above prices f 442 
oist | S 
ae 6719 9 | ,. oy guy at andr cut. carriage extra 
Stanchions . on ae oa ss 7214 3 | 2 in. diameter in 5 ft., 5 ft. 6in. or 8 i l eth 
Compound stanchions ae oS Se ye ” _” 2 3 including couplings el. eee eS — ; fi 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins = ..._—... % 8 4 3 4 do oro ee ta testes 1 © 
Average prices not for awkward work <oe © ‘a 93 19 6 do. eee - } 103 
Angle cleats and § in., } in. and j in. bolts nition : in. do. 6 
price London area » erage 5 in. do. oi ae 4 1} 
a : .. perewt. 510 0 4 in. diameter short radius } bends ea ae = 5 03 
nies teat ® FERRO-CONCRETE Bars AND Fawr 4 in. P do. do. f—~ vee --» each 47 ? 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete B: | 21n. iamet SOP Ss ” 2 
ld Stel Ferra- Concrete Bars British manufac Zi diameteg 6. eating bends (50. ioagiic) = 1G 
upwards delivered nearest London station © to 4 4 in. do. a ~ 7 19 8 
do. do. ex. London Stock do. er pee | 2s do. do do. ” Be.. 
delivered London site . , | 6in. do d 0. io 246 
Extras als *s 49 10 0 ‘Ab o: do. 214 6 
} in. diam. sped for loads of £60 and over. 
be nt im me —- £25 to £59 19s. 11d. Plus 10° 
Zin. do. te na 612 6 ‘ oads under £25___.... Plus 15° 
hin. do. 4 12 6 All less 174° discount. RAIN- WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
gin. do. . 2 2 § > 4 2 in. 24 in. j : 
| in. and 2 ia. diem. 110 0 — sheng lengths .. a 4/7 4/103 nT 710 
Steel wire mesh selntorcing fabric to BSS 1221A. = 15 0 Single Branches - Com 3/- 3/3 3/10 5/2 
Ref. No. 106 7.88 Ibs Bends, at. a 4/8 5/6 6/7 9/2 
109 s. , oo sq. yd. 5 12 Square or obtuse . 3/3 3/7 4 /s 
— $a3 ‘ 4.71 ,, Ss ae 3 0} Swan Noche, 4h in. proj. 3/7 4/8 5 ; 6/7 
oo ote " 1 8} - oe. 310 32 «307/40 
a 125 tee sc 7 a ; : a Asbestos O.G. GuTTERS AND FITTINGS ‘ 
7 ; ya 4in. 44in 5i : 
; Mitp S$ . Gutters, 6 ft. lengths mA ; 2 In. in. 6 in. 
Tobes to BSS 1387, Fittings BSS 1740. | es —— 2 aS ae 
£ ‘ ’ * 
Basic List Prices pe Aga Sak 5 cae "sae 1 i 2 3 S 5 
in. in. Zin. } : : . Nozzles 7 a/~ 
Tubes . per 8. 93 10 vm wey Pr 7 a 2 ia. Union Clips vs : . 4/- 4/9 img 
ends , eac 1/7 19 2 sk tt 2/ eve : V1 2 
Elbows, square 18 1/10 2/2 7 : 8 5/5 6/2 10/7 ASBESTOS HALF- Rounp GUTTERS AND FITTING sy 2/11 
do. round 1/10 2 142 : 4/4 5/2 8/6 per 3 in. 4in 4 7: ! 
Tees z rs - 2/10 3/4 4/8 5/8 9/4 Gutters, 6 ft. lengths yd. 4 $ in. 5 in. 6 in. 
2 . 94 39 3 D g y 3/04 3/74 3/84 4/4 : 
Crosses ra 3/2 3/8 5/- 6/2 10/2 ropends ... ... each 26 ra 4 6/1 
44 4/8 5/6 > 3 3/3 
Sockets, Plain ,, 6 - @ 6 A ym M/- 13/2 21 — ends ote ogg i/- 1/1 1/2 : : 5/2 
do. Diminished _ ,, 8 101 2 4 4 1/9 2/6 Anda oe A 110 «33 HR oG 1/5 
Backnuts ... ,, ;. -«. S ce a 2/8 4/- a. a, - ae 3% 3. a 3/1 5/2 
: - 2 ie ae: a / 
MALLEABLE FITTINGS . 1/3 1/4 1/5 1 a 2/5 
tin. 2 in. j : : , . : er ton basis 
oe aan: 8 "i OR toy W8h (2/78 83/6 S| Iron—S 2 
ce 9i i <a 5/- = 
—_ ..- 4 ot wat i 4} Ag 2 2/9} 4/- 5/6 ees Conek Me Grey oe 3 17% 
Sockets... «- 5] si Ol 6 2 oh 7a | eee - meee 47 8 6 
Backnuts 3 44 5 1 it 2/24 3/13 ee ee ee 49 0 0 
Discounts from List prices as follows — i 7 «101/58 Ex Merchant's 
Galvanised Tube— , Malleabl Sof Stock per ton 
Under 1 t Ove es Malleable oft Sheets C.R. and _ Two-ton lots 
Light 38} “ “0 on Light yh «: Fittings 20 gauge... ... ~ wry 
Medium 344% 16 He Pas t% Malleable List RU ccs ica coos ee a kes 6276 
a 264° 284°? eavy —213% 184%+40% an gauge _ ere eee ow oe 6417 6 
lack sai — alvanised Corru eee ate 67 17 6 
Light 49 % 50}? Light —313° 20 gauge ... guated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft_— 
Medium 45 °& 46} ée H a Pad 0 Malleable List 0 me ee 70 18 O 
Heavy 374% 39° 67 eavy —273% —18}% an gauge re 148 0 
: eh | Galvanised re ns oe vee 79 1 
C.1. Hatr-RouND GUTTERS 20 ro Flat Sheets C.R. and C.A.— 3 0 
Delivered London per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. 24 gauge ... a a - vee = re 72 8 0 
3 in Gutters Nozzles Stop Ends | ee ea ae a . : 
3 in. - 42 ‘ Z . 
34 in. 3/9 1/1 ALUM 
gl we ws 4 7 4 1 +p re oo AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
44 in. ale 1/7 Shee : 
2 . . 66 Sheet BS 1740 SIC 1 ; 4 : oe & 
5 in. 73 $ 1/11 Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (G6 in. wide) Pe” 3 0} 
CL . aa Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 te pod waders + 2 11} 
—s. 0.G. Gutters | Coiled strip BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 Goan ” 2 11} 
Fi . leng : ome Nozzles Stop Ends c -- (24 in. 
34 in. ; 4/11 1/3 ciled strip high purity, 22 SWG (1 = 211 
4 in. . se ¢ at $ 1 1/7 Commas Rage By 1470 NS3 G12 in. erie “i 3 
4} in. : : 7 1/11 in. » SWG 
3 ia ois u it : _ 2, 3 Ce sit ie J. hn NS3 Industrial Profile wre 8 
2/7 | in 
C.L. Rome oren, Dee Cee SIP in 20 8WG NS3 Mansard Profile : ‘7 
2 in. ; ipe Bends _ Branches Extruded section BS 1 ” 113 1 
24 in. 8/113 4/7 6/7 Extruded section BS 1476 EIC simple moulding per Ib. 2 103 
3 in. . B. ~~ 5/l 8/10 Extruded section BS 1476 eet —_ round » 28 
3 6/5 simple angle 
+ bag we + : 7/7 i é — section BS 1476 HEI9WP 1 in. diam. rm id 
- 3/34 92 13/7 Tubin 
3 g BS 1471 TIC 1} in. O .- ” 3 1 
L.C.C. Coated So » | T in. O/Dx20SWG_... 
2 in Z 7 . ) . — scan ubing BS 1471 HT1I9WP 1} in. O/D x20 SWG *” ‘ 8 
24 in. . 2 } 9/7 ™ 
} a” pom 10/9 
3 in. one 8.9 11 | ’ 
3 ia. _ 21 4 4) se PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
a 15 44 + _ 16 6 Delivered 2 }eotee area. 
Above prices for gutters, rain-water and 19/3 Al io. - 
soil | per dozen : : : : 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 8 Pee Sr cater 5: on be | Screwdown bib cocks Crutch din. Zin. Lin, Igin. Idin. 2 in. 
y 5 head foriron.... . $7/- 128/- — 


lus 27 % and t " 4 2 Oo 
P 4 onnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5%, 2-ton lots 24%. | Toilet bib cocks for iron 109/— 158/5 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc.—continued 

All per dozen Sin. fin. Lin. Ifin. 1hi 2 in. 
Screwdownstopcocksforiron 66/- 95/9 188/— 363/- 522 6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89 /— 132/- 234/4 472/- 623/6 1,389/6 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93,6 


Heavy Croydon ball valves... 77/— 1936 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass semes to 


iron 19/6 23/6 38,6 52,10 70/6 165 /- 
Ijin. Ijin. 2in. Zin. 34 in. 4 in. 
Caps and Screws wee eee «-33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
Brass Sleeves ... .... ... — 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 
4x6 Ib. 14x61b. 2x7 Ib. 3x7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with brass clean- 
ing screws on e 68/6 85/6 137 233/9 
Lead S.trap do. do. 82/9 102.9 168 3 302/3 
Solder : s. d 
Plumbers’ 1 cwt. lots 320 14 Ib. lots per Ib. 3 7 
Tinmen’s... — ... me » 404 ae one ‘“ 4 5 
Blow pipe “a » 407 eee Be 4 6 


COPPER TUBES AND SHEETS 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 253d. per Ib. plus 
gauge and see ~~ as follows. Minimum quantities, 10 cwt. 
xtra 
d. d d. 
4 in.x 19 gauge 16] Tota! per Ib. a Approx. per ft. 11} 
? in. x 19 14; 15 


” ” ” - - id 


1 in.x18 ,, 12% ee a 
Itin.x 18 ,, 12} eee 374 ee « 28: 
Igin.x 18 ,, 12} - a as 34} 
2 in.x17 13; es ie 39} és - 55 


Small Quantity extras : 
10 cwts. to 5 cwts. 


— 3d. per Ib. 
5 cwts. to 2 cwts. Id. 


2 cwts. tol cwt. .. = wa 
Rolled Copper sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic. price ‘plus = « & 
gauge and manufacturing extras a 251 0 0 
INC £e @ 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG), 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 733 3 
» 9 12 gauge (23 SWG), a = 714 9 
+ ys  14gauge (21 SWG), - ‘ me 713 6 
Brass Tuse 
Brass tubes, basic eaten, on tian and manufac- 
turing extras ae per Ib. 1 9 
LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price to one address in London or Home Counties : 
£6 ¢ 
Lead Sheet, English, 33 Ib. substance and epanate perton 101 15 O 
» Water Pipe, in coils a 104 0 O 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. in dia. a 105 10 0O 
pa » over 4 in. dia. ae ; be 107 10 O 
” Gas or Untinned Compo pipe... ee 105 10 0 
5 cwt. lots and over less 6d. per cwt. off basic prices. 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 5 cwt. 
3 cwt. and under 5 cwt. ws per cwt. 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. = 6 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than 
basis weights and cutting to sizes less than basis 
charged extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £56 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement, in 1-ton loads 
Granite — in 6-ton loads ‘ a ei 
Hair... ; ... per cwl. 


£ a. 4 

Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over delivered on site per ton 8 8 3 
do. White do. do. do. ia 817 9 
Sirapite Coarse BSS 1191 Class C do. s 819 9 
do. Fine do. do. do. ss 9 7 6 
do. Browning BSS 1191 Class B_ do. ja 819 9 
do. Board Finish do. do. 819 9 
Blue Lias Lime, in 6-ton loads . 614 6 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) in 6-ton loads $10 0 
do. (White) do. , 6 0 0 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. ee er eee : a 
do. (White) do. a i a 5 14 6 
White Keen’ s or Parian Cement, in 1-ton loads J - ¢ 9 
3s 

4 6 


Gypsum see Lath or — Reet, $ in. - thick, 


600 yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2 24 

1,200 yds. ... io Ps 2 14 

do. Tosulating ‘do. 4 in. ‘thick, 600 yds. and 

over in _ delivery. Delivered site ; = 2 ‘sg 

1,200 y pa 27 
Gypsum a Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 

12 ft., % in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 

delivery. Delivered site ove ; S ? 

1,200 yds. * 2 4 

do. Insulating “do. fH in. thick, “600 yds. and 

over in one covery. Delivered site fi Ps 211 

1,200 yds. ... “ae 2 10 
PAINTS AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered London area. ca ¢é& 
Ceiling Distemper ... per cwt. ' 7 3 
Washable Distemper ‘ 215 © 
Gloss Paint ... per gal. 216 O 
Super Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) per cwl. 400 
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LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS £2 ¢ 
Ground White Lead, in 1 cwt. kegs . per cwt. S Ts 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal lotsin 1 ‘gal. tins per gal. 3 6 6 
| Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg (10 ton lots) fer cwt 512.6 
do. do. do. (1 cwt. lots) 619 O 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg ‘ 233. % 
Size XD quality 28 Ib... per tn 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra per gal. 19 2 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. es 1 0 0 
SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute ( 5 gal.) drums extra eee on 5 4% 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. ae * be 4 8} 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... «..- we 8 8 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ie - 2 3 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) ee. “per 1. 2 4 
White Lining Paper . per piece . 2 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. eo " 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside per gal. a ma 
Oak, Pale Copal do. do. : 20 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 23 ¢ 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. z 8 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. : 72 2 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... % a a 
Front Door Varnish ms 24 0 
Japan Gold Size ee 112 0 
Black Japar ... * 116 0 
Brunswick Black .. - sie _ ~ eas mS 112 0 
Berlin Black . cae, Se ck nr, ee |e me 110 O 
Terebene i a ee ee ‘ 112 0 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) ‘ 115 0 
French and Brush Polish (do.)... 1s © 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. s. d 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary manne senate 
Cut Sizes.. , . per ft. sup. 10 
24 oz. do. do. do. ‘do. 1 Of 
26 oz. do. do. do. do. 1 3 
32 oz. do. do. do. dol a 1 7 
4 in. Rolled Plate.. i ae abs ee 1 3} 
Fi in. Rolled and Rough Cast. see eum a 1 6% 
} in. do. do. ome = 1 73 
} in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard 
patterns— 
|, noe eer “ 1 3% 
i) ae ene et os ve 1 94 
a aes ti 2 Is 
do. Special Tints ate i 7 3 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte 
“and Luminating Group 3 Pe 1 8 
} in. Wired Cast ... au we ae we 1 103 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 11 
Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B.2 Cross reeded 5} 5} x3 { in. ... each 3 9 
P.B.3 Broad reeded 7} 7}x3{ in. ... 5 9 
P.B.32 Cross reeded 7} 7} x3} in 5 9 
P.B.4 _— Prismatic TEX 72X3G im. ... ave “4 6 6 
P.B.5 Flemish TEX TEX 3E im. 20. ove ie 5 9 
P.B.6 Boomerang 7}37}x3{jin. ...  «. - 6 6 
Half Size Blocks— 
P.B.32 Cross reeded 7} 3? 3{ in. ... 4 10 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match al with— 
P.B.2 Cross reeded . 8 1 
P.B.3_ Broad reeded .. 9 8 
P.B.32 Cross reeded . 9 8 
P.B.2, P.B.3, P.B.32 are also ‘supplied in Light 
Diffusing Blocks at same price. 
} in. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. quality— 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. .. per ft. sup * 72 
s ‘a ‘s 5 ft. sup. o a a . 7 
we “ = 45 ft. sup. Saint ba ss + -“ 
be 100 ft. sup. ‘ Me 7 6 
} in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceed- 
ing 100 ft. sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both 
ways. G.G. quality—Not exceeding 135 ft. 7 
or 240 in. one way or 130 in. both ways Re - 11 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. or do. 15 0 





Plates exceeding 180 ft. sup. prices on application. ; 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum per ft. sup 


Description of Glass— quantity s. d 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ... 3,000 7h 
24 0z. ,, " 2,000 9} 
me « i a sad aa oe aa we 2,000 11§ 
32 GZ. pare ne fant ace 2,000 i: 2 
4 in. Rolled Plate. 1,000 10j 
i in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White Group 1 as 1,000 10 
do. Group 2 1,000 _ 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminat- 
ing and Spotlyte Group 3 1,000 1 2 
#; in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 ' 2 
} in. do. do. 2,000 1 2} 
} in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal .. 2,000 : 3 
1 in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 53 
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(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors) 














1. Craftsmen and Labourers. 2. Apprentices. 3. Young Male Labourers. 
Region Craftsmen Labou: ers! Age Per cent. of London and England, Wales Age | Per cent. of | London and England, Wales 
= — ry — _ — Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. | Craft Rate | Liverpool Dist. | and Scotland 
s. | s. ° — — |} —____ — 
England & Wales | 9 | | | s. d. | s. d. s. d. s. d. 
(Grade A) . 4 4 15 25 | 1 3 | ee. 
London ... 5 1h | 4 6 16 | 334 1 3 1 8 - yong .* . 
17 50 2 64 2 6 16 45 2 Of 1 113 
Liverpool and 18 624 3 2h $4 
District. s 1 | 4 6 19 15 3 104 3 9 17 66% 3 0 2 11 
Scotland... ... 5 0 4 4 20 874 4 6 44 18 100 4 6 4 4 
































NORTHERN IRELAND is not included; 


rates fluctuate so much from district to district that reference should be made to local offices. 


WATCHMEN.—The rates per shift for watchmen engaged on building sites is 27s. 6d. in London and Liverpool District. and 26s. 3d. in the Provinces. 
FEMALE OPERATIVES.—In all <listricts throughout the country except in Scotland the rate of wages for women, aged 19 and over, engaged in craft processes is 4s. 1d. 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
been announced by 
Jordan and Sons, Ltd., company registra- 


in England, have 


tion 

ST 
6, 1 
Kriv 


GADD Bros. & co. LTD.—Regd. Dec. 7, 


per hour. Women engaged on work other than craft processes, 3s. 9§d. per hour. 


period, and the woman labourer, 3s. 10}d. 


New Companies 


agents. 
OCKWELL 
960. 9 
ine. Nom. 


BUILDING CO. 
Hanover-st., 
cap.: £100. 


wil. 


LTD.—Regd. Dec. 
Secy.: F. 


239 Station-rd., Rainham, Gillingham. Secy.: 


Arthur W. Gadd. 
Nom. cap.: 


cy 


LTp.—Regd. Dec. 7, 
Swansea. 
Nom. cap.: 

ME 
1960. 
W. Hayes. 


w. 


1960. 


Glad 


Nom, cap.: 
WRINGTON BUILDERS 

1960. 

Secy.: 


Dec. 
Will 


Bldrs. 
£500. 
MRIC PRIVATE 


Secy.: E. J. Sugden. 
£1,500. 
RCER, HAYES & CO. 
341 Manchester-rd., Droylsden. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 


18 Landport-terr., Portsmouth. 
ys L. Bridle. Bldr. 
£2,000. 


One Stack, Cleeve-dr., 
T. A. Herbert. Nom. cap.: 


8, 1960. 
ow-rd., N.W.3. 


Secy.: 


Bldrs., etc. 


£100. 


J. 


1960. 
Sussex. 


and 
AR 
Dec. 


Secy.: 
cap.: 


1960. 


Inga 


H. COSTELLO & SON LTD.—Regd. Dec. 8, 
Findon, 
Bidrs. 


Seven Beeches, School Hill, 
Secy.: 
contrs., etc. 
THUR TURNER 
8, 1960. 
Grace H. Turner. 
£12,000. 
J. CADDICK & CoO. 
1 North-st., 
O. Smith. 


Nom. cap.: £100. 
(FRODSHAM) 
104 Watergate-st., 


Bidrs., 


Blaenavon, Mon. 
Bidrs., etc. 


£2,000. 


NAPPER & 
1960. 


Fran 
New 


RAGGATI 
1960. 1 


Ida 


16 High-st., Bovingdon, Hemel Hempstead, 
Herts. Secy.: Keith J. Johnson. 
decrs. Nom. cap.: £100. 

SHELFORD SWALES BUILDING & CONSTRUC- 
TION CO. LTD.—Regd. Dec. 9, 1960. 
cap.: £1,000. Permt. dir: 
Elm Gables, Beechwood-ave., 


KNOWLES 
etc. Nom. cap.: 
Napper, 
Ripley. 
(BUILDERS) 
The Avenue, 
M. Raggatt. 


Bidrs., 
k H. 
ark-la., 


Yate, Glos. 
Nom. cap.: 


Bucks. 


W. A. STEVENSON LTD.—Regd. Dec. 12, 1960. 


47 Broadway, Bexleyheath. Secy.: a 
Stevenson. Bldrs’. and decrs’. mchts., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £4,000. 

CHAS. R. BARTLETT LTD.—Regd. Dec. 12, 
1960. 60 Bycullah-rd., Enfield, Mddx. Secy.: 
Alice E. Bartlett. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 


£10,000. 


and contr., 


Beatrice M. Costello. 


Nom. 


LTD.—Regd. Dec. 
£100. 
9 Hedgecreft Cottages, 


LTD.—Regd. Dec. 
Secy.: 
£3,000. 

STEEL & JOHNSON LTD.—Regd. Dec. 9, 1960. 


and contrs., etc. 
DEVELOPMENTS (SWANSEA) 
960 66 Wind-st., 
Bidrs., 


LTD.—Regd. Dec. 7, 


Secy. : 


£2,000. 
H. BRIDLE AND SONS LTD.—Regd. Dec. 7. 
Secy.: 
etc. 


LTD.—Regd. Dec. 7, 
Cleeve, 
£1,000. 

HAMPTON HOUSE DEVELOPMENTS LTp.—Regd. 
Charlotte Parker, 
Nom. cap.: 


LTD.—Regd. 
Chester. 
etc. 


Nom 


LTD.—Regd. Dec. 9, 
Secy.: 
cap.: 


9, 
Dir. : 


Bldrs. and 


Nom. 
John H. Shelford, 
Little Chalfont, 


1960. 


etc. 


Som. 
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5, 


MONUMENT BUILDINGS LTD.—Regd. Dec. 13, 
1960. Sub.: Sidney Goldwater, 24-27 High 
Holborn, WCl. Nom. cap.: £100. 

M. & D. CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD.—Regd. Dec. 


14, 1960. Alexandra-hse., Alexandra-villas, 
Brighton. Secy.: M. R. Chettleburgh. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. 


MACOL (CONTRACTORS) LTD.—Regd. Dec. 14, 


1960. 1 Haldon-rd., SW18. Secy.: Oakley 
L. Morton. Bldrs. and contrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. 


W. WALLACE & SON LTD.—Regd. Dec. 14, 
1960. 76 St. Clements-rd., Nechells, Birming- 
ham 7. Secy.: Veronica M. Harrison. 
Bidrs., plbrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

GORDON PROCTOR LTD.—Regd. Dec. 14, 
1960. 16 Mead-rd., Torquay. Secy.: Sheila 
L. Proctor. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

M. O’SULLIVAN (PUBLIC WORKS CONTRACTORS) 
LTp.—Regd. Dec. 14, 1960. 9 The Broadway, 


Woodford Green, Essex. Secy.: Nora 
O’Sullivan. Pble. wks., sub-contr. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. 


T. HENSHAW & SON LTD.—Regd. Dec. 14, 


1960. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Sub.: 
Trevor Henshaw, High-st., Rothwell, 
Northants. 

F. E. CRAFT & SONS LTD.—Regd. Dec. 14, 
1960. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,200. 
Dir.: Frank E. Craft, 1 Lyndhurst-rd., 


Chichester. 

NOTTAGE BUILDING CO. LTD.—Regd. Dec. 15, 
1960. 13 Adare-st., Bridgend, Glam. Secy.: 
T. A. Herbert. Nom. cap.: ,000. 

F. H. COLES (BUILDERS) LTp.—Regd. Dec. 
15, 1960. Bldrs. and decrs., etc. Nom. cap 
£7,000. Dir.: Thos. F. Willmott, P35 
Castleton-ave., Wembley, Middx. 

SUBURBAN ESTATE SERVICES CO. LTD.—Regd. 


Dec. 15, 1960. 183 South Ealing-rd., W5. 
Secy.: W. W. F. Garthwaite. Bldrs., decrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

WEBB WILLIAMS & Co. LTD.—Regd. Dec. 15, 
1960. City Gate-hse., Finsbury-sq., EC2. 
Secy.: B. W. Caswell. Bldrs. and contrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £5, 


E. BOWMAN & SONS LTp.—Regd. Dec. 16, 


1960. Cherryholt-rd., Stamford, Lincs. 
Secy.: E. S. S. Bowman. Bidg. contrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £30,000. 

c. & C. PRICE LTD.—Regd. Dec. 16, 1960. 
Bldrs. and contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000 
Dir.: Claude Price, Oakhurst, Shore- rd., 


—a. Bournemouth. 
. F. & E. G. STANLEY LTD.—Regd. Dec. 16, 


1960. 6-7 St. Dunstan’s-la., EC3. Secy.: 
R. P. Davies. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. 

E. KILBURN LTD.—Regd. Dec. 16, 1960. 
11-15 Prince Regent-la., E. Secy.: R. F. 
Kilburn. Bldg. contr., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. 


IDIENS & HOPLEY LTD.—Regd. Dec. 19, 1960. 
95 Chester-rd., Brownhills. Secy.: G 


Hopley. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 





In Scotland the rate for the woman craftsman is 4s. 44d. after a probationary 


W. J. HEAVER & SONS LTD.—Regd. Dec. 19, 
1960. Bldrs., engrs., decrs. and contrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Sub.: Wm. J. Heaver, 
64 St. Margaret’s-ave., North Cheam, Surrey. 

J. & H. COX LTD.—Regd. Dec. 20, 1960. 108 
Sumaie- rd., Cowley, Oxford. Secy.: E. M. 
Whiting. Bldg. and civil engng. contrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. 

JAS. H. MILLER & CO. LTD.—Regd. Dec. 20, 


1960. Hillside, Brick Kiln-la., Rickling, 
Saffron Walden. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£100. 


D.B.B. (HOUSES) LTD.—Regd. Dec. 20, 1960. 
18 Hall Park, Berkhamsted. Secy.: Barbara 
J. Burrage. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

POTTERS (STANWICK) LTD.—Regd. Dec. 21, 
1960. High-st., Stanwick. Secy.: R. T. 
Williams. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 

DISOCRETE BUILDING CO. LTD.—Regd. Dec. 
21, 1960. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: Jean 
Herbert, 156 Strand, WC2. 

D. G. DOBINSON LTD.—Regd. Dec. 21, 1960. 
27-29 Whitfield-st., Wl. Secy.: Doris K. 
Dobinson. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 

FRANK BRADBURY LTD.—Regd. Dec. 21, 1960. 


185 Church-st., Ecclesfield, nr. Sheffield. 
Secy.: J. S. Brewin. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£20,000. 

SPEN CONTRACTORS LTD.—Regd. Dec. 21, 
1960. 40 Upper George-st., Heckmondwike, 
Yorks. Secy.: L. Berry. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. 


BUSH & HUDSON LTD.—Regd Dec. 22, 1960. 
150 Sheldon-rd., Chippenham, Wilts. Secy.: 
G. W. Hudson. Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. 

J. CONNOR (LONDON), LTD.—Regd. Dec. 22, 
1960. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: 
James P. Davisson, 65a Fenchurch-st., EC3. 

ALLARD & FOREMAN LTD. Regd. Dec. 22, 
1960. Bidrs. and contrs. at Whaplode, Lincs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: Cyril 
Allard, Cobgate, Whaplode, nr. Spalding. 

J. M. WHITT & CO. LTD.—Regd. Dec. 22, 


1960. Carlton-chmbrs., 13 Victoria-st., Not- 
tingham. Secy.: E. A. Mortimer. Bldrs., 
etc. Nom, cap.: £1,000. 

ALTWOOD CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD.—Regd. 
Dec. 23, 1960. 28 Mackenzie-st., Slough, 
Bucks. Secy.: Fdk. W. A, Smith. Bidrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 

D. & G. DEVELOPMENTS (HEMEL HEMP- 
STEAD) LTD.—Regd. Dec. 23, 1960. 35 


Georgewood-rd,. Hemel Hempstead. Secy.: 


Gladys Rollings. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£100. 
M. HARRISON & CO. (LEEDS) LTD.—Regd. 


Dec. 23, 1960. Pblc. wks. contrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £500,000. Sub.: Jack Nettleton, 38 
St. Michael’s-rd., Leeds. 

J. CHRISTIANSEN CONTRACTS LTD.—Regd. 
Dec. 23, 1960. Bldrs., contrs., etc. Nom. 
cap:. £500. Sub:. Shirley Hart, Imperial- 
~_ Kingsway, WC2. 

. J. DAVIES & CO, (LLANDILO). LTD.—Regd. 
Dec. 23, 1960. 31 Rhosmaen-st., Llandilo, 
Carms. Secv.: J. H. Davies. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. 
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TECHNICAL REVIEW 





This Review of plant, equipment and materials—in most cases new or with 
new features—is intended ta give brief details only of the products 
mentioned. Notices are based on data supplied by the manufacturers. 
Additional information and prices can be obtained either direct or by 
using the prepaid Readers’ Service form which appears on page 168 of this 


issue. 


1. Gas Controls 


A range of GAS BURNER CONTROLS of a 
new design was shown at the recently 
opened ‘Comfort in the Home’ exhibi- 
tion at the Royal Horticultural Hall. The 
essential control units for a gas appliance 
—that is the gas governor, pilot safe- 
guard and main gas control—have all 
been built into one manifold unit. One 
advantage of this system is that the 
various components can be removed and 
replaced with the aid of a screwdriver. 
Only two pipe couplings are necessary for 
the entire unit and these need not be dis- 
turbed when the gas governor, valve 
operator or pilot filter need to be re- 
moved. A further advantage of the new 
control is that it enables the heating 
installer to use sensitive low voltage room 
thermostats to control the gas appliance 
directly. 

Honeywell Controls Ltd., 
Greenford, Middlesex. 


2. Heating 


Another interesting exhibit at the 
Royal Horticultural Hall is the range of 
‘Diplomat’ GAS-FIRED BOILERS, which 
has been completely restyled for 1961. 
The clock controllers fitted to the boilers 
and the corresponding small bore units 
have an unusual switch panel. If the 
boiler or small bore unit is serving both 
central heating and domestic hot water 
systems, the switch panel will have five 
positions giving the house owner a 


choice of four programmes of automatic 


The clock controller fitted to the new 
‘Diplomat’ small bore units 





The form can be used for more than one inquiry. 


operation at set times a day. If on the 
other hand the boiler or small bore unit 
is providing only one service, the switch 
panel will have three positions. This pro- 
gramming marks some advance in the 
simple automatic control of a domestic 
heating and hot water supply system. 
Thomas Potterton Ltd., 

61 Wandsworth High-st., London, SW18. 


3. Windows 


A system for DOUBLE AND MULTI- 
GLAZED UNITS comes from Belgium where 
it has been in use for some eight years. 
The construction of the units is based on 
the accepted principles of a cavity of 
dehydrated air between two or more 
sheets of glass, which is hermetically 
sealed. The sealing process, incorporating 
aluminium tube spacers between the 
glass and the use of a special mastic com- 
pound, is the feature of the system. The 
tube method of spacing, covering the 
entire perimeter of glass, gives added 
strength and finish to the unit, whilst the 
mastic, being impervious to attack by 
water, oils or other organic matter, con- 
siderably simplifies instructions. In many 
cases in Belgium, ordinary linseed oil 
putty has been used without detriment 
and no breakdown has ever been 
recorded. 

North Western Lead Co., Ltd., 
P.O. Box 7, Junction-st., Hyde, Cheshire. 


4. Building Board 


A FIBRE BUILDING BOARD has recently 
been developed that is completely flame- 
proofed during the process of manufac- 
ture. Because it is integrally proofed, 
subsequent impregnation is not neces- 
sary and the possibility of disturbing or 
softening the structure of the board is 
eliminated. Fire tests conducted by the 
Fire Research Station have established 
a class one frame spread of BS 476. 

The board will be marketed in three 
thicknesses, } in., } in., 4 in., correspond- 
ing to hardboard, medium hardboard and 
insulation board. 

Sundeala Board Co., Ltd., 
Columbia House, Aldwych, WC2. 


5. Compressors 


A new range of diesel driven PORTABLE 
COMPRESSORS, both water cooled and air 
cooled, have the engine and compressor 
combined to form one integral unit: the 
power of the four-stroke engine is trans- 
mitted direct to the compressor by means 
of the main and ancillary connecting rods. 
The suction/delivery valves in the 
cylinder head of the compressor operate 
automatically, concentric location of the 
delivery valve around the suction valve 
providing dual cooling effect. The com- 
pressed air leaving the high pressure 
cylinder under a pressure of 100 Ib. sq. in. 
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passes through an annular radiator before 
reaching the receiver at moderate tem- 
perature. A centrifugal blower fixed to 
the flywheel provides for fanning this 
recooler. The air aspirated by the com- 
pressor unit is purified in oil bath filters. 
The volume drawn in is checked by a 
regulating valve which is controlled by 
the pressure prevailing in the air receiver. 
When the air chamber is fully charged, 
suction is stopped and the engine is 
caused to idle by its governor. 
Chamberlain Plant Ltd., 

Southbury-rd., Enfield, Middx. 


6. Surfacing 


A new type of SURFACING, based on a 
polymer emulsion, has recently been laid 
at Buckingham Palace between the sentry 
boxes. It is reputed to be extremely hard 
wearing and resilient, which is why it 
was selected to withstand the marching 
of the Guards. In addition it will resist 
attack by oils and moisture and can be 
put down more quickly than ordinary 
concrete. 

Stonhard Co., Ltd., 
Berger House, Berkeley-square, W1. 


7. Seating 


A neat solution to MULTIPLE SEATING 
and the seat storage problem is offered 
by a new installation. The assembly can 
be installed to accommodate any number 
of people and stows flat against the wall 
when floor-space is needed. 

When merely supporting its own weight 
the equipment runs silently on rubber- 
faced wheels, but a ‘live’ load causes 
these wheels to retract. The weight is 
then distributed through rolling base- 
plates, which house the wheels, to the 
floor. A self-locking system operates via 
a riser board fitted to the first row. Lower- 
ing this causes the eight-point locking 
arrangement to make contact with the 
floor; lifting it retracts the eight brakes. 
From the stowed position any number of 
rows can be rolled out and the whole 
assembly locked. 

A choice of several designs is offered, 
providing for wall or floor attachment 
and a_ recessed arrangement when 
designed as an integral part of a building. 
Lodge (Equipment) Ltd., 

Island Farm Trading Estate, 
West Molesey, Surrey. 


8. Technical Publications 


Messrs. J. H. Sankey & Son, Ltd. (HB 
division) of Essex Works, Ripple-rd., 
Barking, Essex, have now published their 
fifth Information Sheet on partition and 
building blocks. These Sheets have been 
compiled primarily to guide architects, 
builders and others interested in the 
selection of the most suitable type of 
block for any particular purpose. Details 
are given of a variety of solid and hollow 
blocks, and include the standard sizes 
available, average weights, crushing 
strengths, thermal transmittance, conduc- 
tivity, conductance, shrinkage, moisture 
movement, sound reduction, approximate 
comparative costs, and notes on the 
British Standard Specification covering 
each of the blocks in question. Copies 
can be obtained on request to the 
company. 
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News in Brief 


Unemployment in Building 


ON JANUARY 16 a total of 13,881 in the 
construction industry were registered in 
Great Britain as wholly unemployed, an 
increase of 1,407 compared with Decem- 
ber 12 last. 


Omitted Sub-Contractors 

OMISSIONS in the published list of sub- 
contractors and suppliers in two recent 
articles have been brought to our notice. 
In the first, Showroems at St. Albans for 
the Eastern Electricity Board, ‘The 
Builder’ of January 20, the ‘ Pyrok’ 
acoustic and decorative treatment was 
carried out by Pyrok Contracts Ltd. In 
the second, Head Offices, Birmingham, 
published on January 27, the ‘ Pyrok’ 
decorative anti-condensation treatment to 
the kitchen and servery was carried out 
by the same company. 


London Master Plasterers AGM 


AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
London Master Plasterers Association 
held recently at the Charing Cross Hotel 
Mr. J. H. G. Wickens, of E. E. Cheese- 
man & Sons Ltd., Forest Hill, was elected 
president for 1961. Other Officers elected 
were Mrs. I. D. Parfitt, vice-president, Mr. 
F. R. Hitchins, junior vice-president, and 
Mr. W. U. B. Reid, BSc(Econ), FCIS, hon. 
treasurer. At the conclusion of the meet- 
ing a presentation was made by the 1960 
Council of the Association to Mr. R. E. 
Stenning, MA, FIArb, who is shortly 
relinquishing his post as Secretary. 


A Correction to ‘ Specification ’ 

THE EDITORS of * Specification ’ (published 
by the Architectural Press, Ltd.) ask us 
to announce on their behalf that they 
much regret that in their 1961 edition 
the manufacturers of the Windsor pre- 
fabricated wood-block flooring were in- 
advertently given as Onsite Flooring Co. 
Ltd., whereas this should, of course, have 
read Winsorflor Ltd., Enham Arch 
Works, Newbury-road, Andover, Hants., 
who are the sole manufacturers of this 
patented flooring. The editors ask all 
holders of the above publication kindly to 
amend the entry on page 355 of their 
copies. 


Safety on Construction Sites 

MR. JOHN HARE, the Minister of Labour, 
has appointed Mr. G. G. Honeyman, CBE, 
QC, JP, as commissioner to hear objec- 
tions to the Construction (General Pro- 
visions) Regulations, and the Construction 
(Lifting Operations) Regulations which 
were published in draft on October 28, 
1960. The inquiry, which will be in 
public, will be held on February 27, at 
10 Carlton House-terrace, London, SWI. 


The Wages Award 


THE National Joint Council for the Build- 
ing Industry have issued a notice relating 
to the recent wages agreement in which 
it is stated that the Council has directed 
its officers to draft for approval by the 
Council the detailed alterations to work- 
ing rules that will be entailed. The agree- 


ment is for a reduction in weekly hours 
from 44 to 42 with a 6d. an hour wage 
increase, to take effect from October 2 
next. Negotiations on a claim by build- 
ing workers in Scotland for more pay 
and fewer hours have been adjourned as 
the unions and employers were unable to 
agree on a date for introducing a 42-hour 
week. 


OVERSEAS BUILDING 





From Our Own Correspondents 


AUSTRALIA (SOUTH).—Because proposals 
to build a dam on the River Murray 
above Renmark have not been supported 
by the Federal Government, the pos- 
sibility of using another site above 
Mannum is being examined. The new 
proposals are a 30 ft. dam wall holding 
back 14m. acre-ft. of water at a cost of 
about £64m. or a 20 ft. dam wall storing 
about half the amount of water at a cost 
of about £34m. 

AUSTRALIA (QUEENSLAND).—The Trustees 
of the Queensland Spastic Children Wel- 
fare League have signed a contract for the 
construction of a home for adult spastics 
at Figtree Pocket, near Brisbane, at a cost 
of £A143,000. Work is to start imme- 
diately. The Queensland State Govern- 
ment has given the Brisbane City Council 
authority to build the North Pine River 
dam at a cost of about £A74m. The dam, 
which will ultimately become the city’s 
second source of water supply, will be 
constructed near Young’s Crossing, about 
34 miles upstream from Petrie. Its final 
dimensions will depend on boring and 
other tests to be carried out, but on 
present estimates it will be some 130 ft. 
high and over 1,000 ft. from bank to bank. 

AUSTRALIA (VICTORIA).—A new plant to 
manufacture abrasives is to be built in 
the near future at Thomastown, Mel- 
bourne, by Carborundum Australia Pty. 
Ltd. The factory will be erected on 8 
acres at a cost of £A4m. 
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Builder’s Retirement 


MR. SIDNEY VALLINTINE, proprietor of one 
of Dover’s oldest building firms, who 
retired at the end of 1960, has decided 
to give the business to three of his 
employees: Mr. William Gill, Mr. George 
Gill and Mr. Cecil Smith. Mr. Vallintine 
took over the business after the 1914/18 
war. He is a past president of the Dover, 
Deal and District Master Builders’ 
Federation. 


AUSTRALIA (WESTERN).—A non-ferrous 
metal fabricating and cable industry is to 
be established at a cost exceeding £A4m. 
The project will be carried out by two 
associated companies, Metal Manufac- 
turers Ltd. and Cablemakers (Australia) 
Pty. Ltd. They have acquired a site of 
43 acres at Melville, near Fremantle. 
Production is to begin this year. 


BWI (TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO).—A tract of 
more than 15 acres of low-lying land is 
to be reclaimed for industrial purposes 
by the Industrial Development Corpora- 
tion at Sea Lots, near Port-of-Spain, at 
an expected cost of WI$300,000. 

CANADA (ALBERTA).—Construction pro- 
jects scheduled for the City of Edmonton 
include: A $}m. shopping centre: a $2m. 
office building; an addition to the gen- 
eral hospital to cost $2.5m. (tenders early 
this spring); a motor hotel to cost $1.5m.; 
and a $lm. Liquor Control Board build- 
ing. . . . Construction scheduled for the 
City of Calgary includes: a $1.3 m. exten- 
sion to the runway at Calgary Inter- 
national Airport; a $2.5m. block of flats; 
a $3m. housing estate for senior citizens; 
a $lm. cigarette manufacturer’s plant, 
and a $lm, shopping centre. 

CANADA (BRITISH COLUMBIA).—A $m. 
city hall is to be constructed at Dawson 
City. 

CANADA (ONTARIO).—Toronto Industrial 
Leaseholds Ltd. plans to erect a $5m. 
shopping plaza at Kitchener on a 40-acre 
site. Construction will commence this 
spring. . . . Tankoos Yarmon Ltd. is to 
construct a 25-store $2m. shopping centre 
on 114 acres at Waterloo. Inter- 
national Tubes Ltd. is to construct a 
25,000 sq. ft. addition to their plant in 
Metropolitan Toronto. Hershey 
Chocolate Corporation has announced 
the construction of a $7m. plant at 
Smiths Falls. Construction will start this 
spring. . . . The Reese Candy Co., of 
Hershey, Pennsylvania, also announce the 
construction of a $lm. plant at Smiths 
Falls. . . . Manitoba Pool Elevators Ltd.. 
at Lakehead, is to construct 1.65m 
bushel and 4.5m. bushel storage bins for 
grain. ... The Great Lakes Paper Co 
is embarking on a $3.25m. construction 
expansion programme at Fort William 

CANADA (QUEBEC).—A $3.5m. physic: 
laboratory is to be constructed in Mon 
treal for the National Research Council 
‘ The Canadian Government ha 
approved the construction of the $300m 
underground railway project for Mon 
treal. It will take four years to build 
: Construction of Montreal’s Ar 
Centre has been approved. The total cos 
of the project will be $13.5m. inclusiv 
of a $7.5m. concert hall. 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.—Public works for 
a new centre at Higuey for the eastern 
provinces costing $44m. have been an- 
nounced. Plans include an _ exhibition 
centre which will incorporate an Olympic- 
size swimming pool, a college and a hos- 
pital. Work is soon to start on the pro- 
vision of roads and other services. 

INDIA.—The Minister for Industry has 
stated that establishment of industrial 
estates should be given top priority. He 
said that the Government proposed to 
have at least one industrial estate in each 
district during the third plan period. A 
sum of £1274m. had been provided for 
the purpose. The Minister hoped that 
100 industrial estates would be estab- 
lished in the country by the end of the 
current (second) 5-Year Plan. 

KENYA.—Nairobi’s Royal Technical Col- 
lege has received a grant of £245,000 
under the Colonial Development and Wel- 
fare Act which will be used to build a 
new library, administrative block and an 
extension to the main hall. 

NEW ZEALAND.—Dalhoff and King Ltd. 
have announced a scheme to establish a 
food processing plant, using the freeze 
dry process, and plans to develop 19,000 
acres of the Awarua Plains in Southland. 
The land development will begin this 
year. 

PORTUGAL.—The Direccdo-Geral de 
Aeronautica Civil has issued a call for 
tenders (closing date March 1) for the 
construction of an airport at Baucau, 
Timor. A _ 600,000 escudo guarantee 
deposit is required. Details are available 
from the above-mentioned body at 
Avenida Sidénio Pais, Lisbon. 

PORTUGAL.—A call for tenders is to be 
authorised shortly for the construction of 
the Funchal Airport in Madeira. The 
Portuguese Government is to contribute 
2,400,000 escudos towards the project. 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA.—Richard Costain 
(Africa) Ltd. has been awarded a housing 
contract valued at £380,000 by the 
Southern Rhodesian Government to build 
2 schools and 800 houses at Umtali. 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA.—Provided the 
necessary loan sanction and the finance 
are obtained, Barclays Bank DCO reports 
that the Bulawayo City Council plans to 
spend £4,859,700 on capital works during 
the next few years. Of this, £2,419,000 
will be spent on the Inyankuni water 
scheme dam, tunnel and feeder mains 
whilst £1,400,000 will be spent on housing 
and services in the South-Western Com- 
monage African township. 


Overseas Contract Open 


INDIA.—Tenders are invited by the Burmah 
Oil Co. (Pipe Lines) Ltd., on behalf of Oil 
India Private Ltd., for the supply, delivery, 
erection, painting and maintenance of the 
superstructure of a pipe bridge across the 
River Brahmaputra, near Gauhati in the State 
of Assam, India, to carry a 14-in. diameter 
welded steel pipe line for transportation of 
crude oil. The bridge is of the unstiffened 
suspension type, having a centre span of 
2,400 ft. with two symmetrical, loaded side 
spans of 1,200 ft. Foundation works will be 
ready for the superstructure in early March, 
1962. Erection of the bridge must be com- 


pleted by August 15, 1962, and a consider- 
able portion of this work will have to be 
carried out during the Monsoon_ season. 
Tender documents from Messrs. Freeman, 
Fox & Ptnrs., constg. engrs., 25 Victoria-st., 
London, SWI, not later than February 18. 


SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 





£1.3m. Gorbals Contract 


A GLASGOW housing contract worth £1.3m. 
for a multi-storey development in the 
New Gorbals has been won by private 
contractors. The Corporation’s Housing 
Committee has approved the offer of 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts (Scotland) 
Ltd., to build 400 maisonettes in ten 
tower blocks of 19 storeys each on a clear 
site bounded by Cumberland-street, 
Rutherglen-road, Sandyfaulds-street, and 
Commercial-road. Their tender totalled 
£1,310,535 compared with £1,311,621 put 
forward by the Corporation’s Direct 
Labour Department. 


An Overspill Agreement 


GLASGOW CORPORATION has made draft 
overspill agreements with Midlothian 
County Council for 250 houses at Pol- 
beth. 100 houses at Peebles, and 100 
houses at Duns. 


Successful Building Education Conference 


THE NINTH building education conference, 
sponsored by the Scottish Association for 
Building Education, was held in Paisley 
recently. Building trade teachers and 
builders from all over Scotland attended. 
The main speaker was MR. D. A. NEALE, 
Secretary, Institute of Builders, who 
spoke on the progress made over the past 
five years in reorganising the Institute. He 
urged Scottish builders and teachers to 
consider the scope for representation on 
the Council and the creation of a Scottish 
Centre. The new examination structure 








B-A-T-S-F-O-R:D 
Plumbing Materials 
& Techniques 


SYDNEY WEBSTER A.R.I.B.A. 


Complementary to the author’s 
PLUMBING IN BUILDING yet 
entirely self-contained, this new 
book concentrates on the tech- 
niques involved, describing in full 
the relevant methods and materials. 
114 illustrations 


Law of 
Contract & Tort 


A. J. POLLAND 


A cohesive digest of the basic 
principles underlying the law of 
Contract and Tort, written by a 
barrister-at-law to provide archi- 
tects, auctioneers, surveyors and 
estate agents with a working 
knowledge of the subject. 
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of the Institute would undoubtedly 
involve teachers in the reorganisation of 
their own systems. If they were satisfied 
that the Institute had genuinely provided 
the lead required in the industry, he was 
sure that the necessary training would be 
forthcoming. He urged more day-release 
in the interests of the industry as a whole, 
on the grounds that ultimate success of 
their efforts lay in the creation of a well 
organised forward-looking industry, effi- 
cient on both the technological and 
managerial fronts. Two excellent papers 
were given on multi-storey construction 
by officials from George Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd. 

Previous to Mr. Neale’s talk the Asso- 
ciation held its annual general meeting 
and elected MR. W. E. H. RHODES, Vice- 
Principal of Cambuslang School of Build- 
ing, as President; DR. NORMAN C. SIDWELL 
was appointed Hon. Secretary; MR. PETER 
WALKER was appointed as Hon. Treasurer 
and MR. E. N. MORRIS was appointed 
Publications Secretary. 


New Buildings 


DALKEITH.—Midlothian County Council 
is planning a £550,000 Technical College at 
Lugton, Dalkeith. Work will begin in March, 
1962. To be known as the Esk Valley Tech- 
nical College, it will provide day time educa- 
tion for 2,000 students, A 13-acre site has 
been taken for the project from the Duke 
of Buccleuch’s estate. 


DALKEITH BURGH.—Erection of 48 
houses, comprising 13 4-apartment, 35 3- 
apartment cottage type, at Duke’s Park 
Housing Development. All trades. Appli- 
cations to Messrs. Morham & Brotchie, 
chartered quantity surveyors, 29 Hanover-st., 
Edinburgh 2. 


DUMBARTONSHIRE. — Messrs. Dougall 
and Co. Ltd., of Dumbarton, have received 
an Admiralty contract worth £60,000 for the 
construction of 17 houses and workshop 
facilities at Glen Douglas, Dumbartonshire, 
where a new base is being constructed. The 
work will begin immediately. 


EAST LOTHIAN.—The County Council 
Planning Committee has approved the siting 
of a proposed £4m. cement plant—three miles 
south of Dunbar, adjoining the farm steading 
at Oxwellmains. Work is to be started 18 
months after final planning approval. The 
tinal plans have not yet been lodged. 


EDINBURGH.—Proposals to have sub- 
ways at the west end of Princes-st., Edin- 
burgh, are to receive further consideration. 
This area is the city’s No. 1 traffic problem 
spot and an unofficial figure of £m. has been 
indicated. . . . Dean of Guild Court has 
granted permission to Nuclear Enterprises 
(Great Britain) Ltd., to erect a factory and 
office block at Bankhead Crossway South, 
Edinburgh, at a cost of £55,000. Building 
work will begin early next month and should 
be completed by the autumn. 


EDINBURGH.—Housing Committee ap- 
proval has been given to erection of a multi- 
storey block of 23 storeys, at Muirhouse 


EDINBURGH NORTHERN HOSPITALS 
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT.—(1) Struc- 
tural alterations in surgical out-patient 
dept.; (2) renewal of electrical installations 
—phase 6—in surgical out-patients dept.; 
(3) renewal of heating installations in out- 
patients dept., all at Leith Hospital. Applica- 
tions to Messrs. J. & F. Johnston, 5 John’s- 
pl., Leith, Edinburgh 6. Electrical engineers 
and heating contractors should apply to 
Messrs. Ian Hunter & Ptnrs., 46 Palmerston- 
pl., Edinburgh 12. 

GLASGOW.—A £3m. township centre is 
planned for the Castlemilk municipal housing 
scheme. Part of the centre will comprise 
a £4m. five-acre shopping development of 
about 60 shops of varying sizes. The hous- 
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ing com. has recommended the leasing of 
about five acres to Ravenseft Properties Ltd. 
for the developments planned, but this is 
subject to approval from the Secretary of 
State for Scotland. The work should start 
soon and would take three years to complete. 
Multi-storey flats would overlook the centre, 
ind = multi-storey development ~- housing 
another 5,000 is proposed for an area of the 
Linn Park Golf Course. 

GLASGOW.—Work is to start in the 
spring on a £lm, terminal building at Prest- 
wick Airport, nr. Glasgow. This was 
announced by Sir Patrick Dollan at a meet- 
ing of the Scottish Advisory Council for 
Civil Aviation in Glasgow. 

GLASGOW.—The Corporation has ap- 


proved a roadwork programme costing about 
£4 million. The work includes further 
development of the Carmunnock-rd. this 
year; work on Barrhead-rd. and bridge in 
1962; improvements on the Drumchapel link 
road, expected to cost £600,000 and to be 
tackled in 1964. The major item on the pro- 
gramme is the £2,500,000 filling-in of the 
route of the Monkland Canal from Canal-st. 
to Welhouse-rd., which is expected to take 
effect in 1964. 


GLASGOW.—Glasgow and West of Scot- 
land Domestic College is planning a 150- 
student residential hostel at Dorchester-av. 
and Weymouth-av., Great Western-rd., Glas- 
gow. The hostel will have a single-storey 
administrative block with dining room and 
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BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 13 
(an) CASTLE DONNINGTON RDC.—Firm 
price tenders for 34 pairs of houses at Wind- 
mill Fields estate. McCarthy Collings & Co., 
architects, 187 Forest-rd., Coalville. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by March 20. 
FEBRUARY 14 
(rk) SOUTHAMPTON’ CBC. — Extensions 
to Mansel-rd. jun. sch. Boro’ A. Tenders by 
March 13. 


FEBRUARY 17 
(aR) WEYMOUTH & MELCOMBE REGIS 
BC Firm price tenders for public conveni- 
ences at Lodmoor car park. TC. 
FEBRUARY 21 
(an) EASTBOURNE CBC.—(a) Adapta- 
tions to Ratton county sec. sch., and (b) erec- 
tion of a new special sch. at Lindfield-rd., 
Hampden Park. Boro’ S. Dep. £2 2s. 


(A) EASTBOURNE CBC.—Alterations and 
additions to Chalk Farm-hse., Willingdon. 
Strutt & Parker, Lofts & Warner, 201 High- 


st.. Lewes. 
FEBRUARY 23 

(ak) PADDINGTON MBC.—Erection of 
eight flats at Fermoy-rd., W9. TC. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 24 

(aR) BARNSLEY CBC.—Erection of police 
headquarters. TC. Tenders by April 6. 

(AR) ENFIELD BC.—Erection of nine flats, 
seven maisonettes, seven shops and 38 
garages at Baker-st. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by March 20. 

(aR) ORPINGTON UDC.—Firm price ten- 
ders for 25 houses at Ramsden estate, 
Orpington, and Downe village, Kent. E&S. 
Dep. £2. Tenders by March 28. 

FEBRUARY 28 

(ak) BATH CITY C.—Erection of five 5/6- 
storey blocks, each containing 12 maisonettes 
and six flats at Twerton/Whiteway estate. 
City A & Planning Officer. Dep. £2 2s. 

(AR) ENFIELD BC.—Extensions and altera- 
tions to Durants special sch. Boro’ E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 21. 


MA 
(a) SOUTHEND-ON-SEA CBC. — Con- 
struction of playground at St. Bernards 
Convent High sch. for girls. Boro’ A. 
MARCH 7 
(aA) WIDNES BC.—Fixed price tenders for: 


(a) Erection of assembly hall and kitchen 
block at Fairfield county prim. sch. (b) 
Erection of two sanitary bays at Kingsway 
sec. sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. (each contract). 


MARCH 10 
(A) GREAT YARMOUTH CBC.—Fixed 
price tenders for: (a) Alterations to The 
Poplars Hostel, Avondale-rd., Gorleston; (b) 
erection of children’s conveniences at May- 
grove; (c) erection of public shelters at 
Britannia Gardens. Boro’ E. Dep. £1 (each 


contract). 
MARCH 13 
(A) HAMBLEDON RDC.—Conversion of 
disused sch. at Ellens Geen, Ewhurst, into 
two dwellings. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 15 
(A) NORTH RIDING EC.—Erection of 
county mod. sch., Loftus, nr. Saltburn. 


County A. 
MARCH 16 
(ar) LINDSAY CC.—Erection of a county 
prim. sch. at Healing. County A. 
N 


(4) WIMBLEDON BC.—Erection of two 
flats. Boro’ E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


SERVICES, PAINTING, MATERIALS, 
ETC. 


FEBRUARY 15 
(ar) BRISTOL CORPN.—Fixed price ten- 
ders for: (a) Heating and ventilating services, 
and (b) alterations to electrical installation at 
Redland Training College, Malvern-hse., 
Eilm-la. City A. 
FEBRUARY 22 
(aR) DURHAM _ CC.—Alterations to 
laboratories at School of Agriculture, 
Houghall. (b) Supply of paint and painters’ 
materials. County A. 
FEBRUARY 24 
ESSEX CC.—Firm price tenders for 
external painting, general repairs and 
renewals to four cottages and farm buildings 
at Partridge Green Farm, Broomfield. County 
Land Agent & Valuer. 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 21 

(rk) WELWYN RDC.—Laying of about 
6,000 yd. of 6 in. stoneware sewers, manholes, 
house drains, ventilators, etc., and about 
1,000 yd. of 4 in. spun-iron pumping main, 
and the construction of a sewage pumping 
station, and other appurtenant works. D. 
Balfour & Sons, engrs., 131 Victoria-st., SW1. 


Dep. £10. 
FEBRUARY 22 

KING’S LYNN BC.—Fixed price tenders 
for the resurfacing of approx. 7,950 sq. yd. 
of carriageway, laying 1,588 lin. yd. of kerb- 
ing, and 483 lin. yd. of surface water sewers, 
together with ancillary works, at Estuary-rd., 
King’s Lynn. Boro’ E. Dep. £2 2s. 

LLANDUDNO UDC.—Retread surfacing 
of approx. 8,750 sq. yd. of Marine-dr. E&S. 

MARCH 1 


THEDWASTRE RDC.—Construction of 
about four miles of concrete pipe sewers, 
9 in. and 6 in. diameter, concrete manholes, 
and 1,500 yd. of 5 in. diameter rising mains 
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a large training kitchen and three five-storey 
bedroom blocks, each containing study bed- 
rooms for 50 female students. 


RENFREW CC.—Several works and elec- 
trical installations, including underfloor heat- 
ing at Maukinhill and Port Glasgow RC prim. 
schools. Applications to County C., Paisley. 


PAISLEY.—TC is planning two clinics, 
each to cost £30,000, to be built at Ferguslie 
Park and Glenburn housing estate. Two 
further clinics are planned at Gollowhill and 
Foxbar and a fifth may be built. These will 
provide comprehensive health services for 
new housing areas and incorporate consul- 
tant facilities for doctors. 


in asbestos-cement pressure pipes; a sewage 
disposal works, comprising settlement tanks, 
percolating filters, humus tanks and sludge 
drying beds, mainly in reinforced concrete, 
and two sewage pumping stations, also mainly 
in reinforced concrete, with all appurtenant 
works at Walsham-le-Willows and Badwell 
Ash. Lemon & Blizard, Ccl’s constg. engrs., 
59 Tufton-st., SWl. Dep. £5 5s. 
MARCH 13 

RUGBY RDC.—Laying of approx. 1; miles 
of 6 in. salt glazed ware sewers with concrete 
tube manholes, 1,300 yd. of 6 in., 1,200 yd. 
of 5 in. and 960 yd. of 4 in. asbestos-cement 
rising main, and the construction of two 
pumping stations. The works are to be con- 
structed in the parishes of Shilton and Ansty, 
which are located on the A.46 Coventry- 
Leicester road some six miles north-east of 
Coventry. J. D. . M. Watson, Ccl’s 
constg. engrs., 67 Tufton-st., SWl. Dep. 
£10 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


CHELSEA.—Sports Stadium.—A plan to 
build a new sports stadium on the Stamford 
Bridge ground of the Chelsea Football Club 
has been announced. The stadium would 
accommodate 150,000 spectators and would 
include facilities for other sports besides 
football. The preliminary plan also incor- 
porates restaurants, a dance hall and 
administrative offices. Mr. C. B. Brown, the 
architect who is to co-ordinate the plan, said 
that arrangements had been made with the 
Mears Trust, which owns the ground, so that 
plans can go ahead. Professor Luigi Nervi, 
the Italian architect responsible for the 
Palazzo dello Sport at the Rome Olympics, 
had agreed to work at the head of a team of 
architects and engineers. 

HARROW.—Training Centre ’ Improve- 
ments.—Subject to any necessary consents, 
Middx. CC has authorised the further de- 
velopment of the Central Playing Field & 
Athletics Training Centre at Oxhey-la. Est. 


£27,408. 
HESTON & ISLEWORTH.—Children’s 
Hostel.—Middx. CC has authorised, subject 





to the necessary consents, the erection of a 
hostel for canal boat children in the grounds 
of Norwood Green sch. Est. £31,390. 
LONDON (City).—Building in the City.— 
The Court of Common Council has approved 
the Improvements and Town Planning Com- 
mittee recommendations that the following 
developments should be permitted in accord- 
ance with plans submitted: Erection of a 
temporary office on the top floor at Old 
Broad-st., for a limited period of ten years 
(J. Mowlem & Co. Ltd., 123 Victoria-street. 
SWI); the erection of an additional storey 
(third floor) over the rear of 7 to 12 Alders- 
gate-st. Architect is L. Allen, 109 Jermyn- 
st., SW1. Also approved were drawings sub- 
mitted in compliance with the conditions of 
permissions already granted for the following 
developments: Erection of an office building, 
comprising basement, ground and six upper 
floors on the site of St. Swithun’s Church, 
Cannon-st. (R. J. Wood & Partners, Wid- 
more-rd., Bromley); erection of a six-storey 
office building with storage in the basement 
—substitution for drawings previously 
approved—{Victor Heal & Partners, 14 Grays 
Inn-sq., WC1); erection of a building com- 
prising shops and offices on a site bounded 
by Ludgate Hill, Ave Maria-la. (as realigned), 
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Amen Court, the Stationers Hall and 
Stationers Hall Court (Trehearne and 
Norman Preston & Partners, 83 Kingsway, 
WC2); the erection of a 19-storey office 
building with shops, a public house, a restau- 
rant and a basement car park at Wood-st., 
and part of Monkwell-st., Fell-st., London 
Wall, parts of Winchester-ave., parts of the 
rear portion of Silver-st., and the highways 
of Monkwell-st., Fell-st., Winchester-ave., 
Salters’ Court, Wood-st.-sq. (Block M in 
redevelopment Unit No, 4) (B. Gold & 
Partners, 4/6 Savile Row, W1). 

LONDON (City).—Office Development.— 
The Venture Property & Development Co. 
reports the proposed development of a City 
office block at 56-60 St. Mary Axe, 26-31 
Bevis Marks and 8-9 Goring-st., by its asso- 
ciate company, Yorkwin Investments. Both 
companies are members of the Chamberlain 
Group. It will be a six-storey building with 
nearly 55,000 sa. ft. of office accommodation. 
There will be basement storage space and 
underground parking facilities. The building 
will be completed in 1962 and all accom- 
modation is available for letting. Architects 
are Kenneth Lindy, Joseph Hill & Ptnrs., of 
24 St. Mary Axe, EC3; quantity surveyors, 
Messrs. Davies, Bill & Ptnrs. 

WESTMINSTER.—Car Park.—City C has 
appointed Howard V. Lobb & Ptnrs., archi- 
tects for a proposed multi-storey parking 
place at Saville-row/Old Burlington-st. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


ACCRINGTON.—BC propose erection of 
aged persons’ dwellings and warden’s accom- 
modation and communal centre at Planta- 
tion Mill-sa.... RC Auth. propose erection 
of a new St. Anne’s sch., Sandy-la. 

ADDLESTONE.—RC Auth. propose new 
prim. sch. of St. Anne’s. Est. £50,000. 
Architects are Tomie & Maxwell, 24 Dean- 
st., London, WI. 

ALDERSHOT.—BC propose 116 houses at 
Heron Wood estate and extensions to 
library, £25,000 est. 

ASCOT.—H. May (Ascot) Ltd. propose 
new motor showroom and flat at Ascot 
Motor-wks., Winkfield-rd. . .. Windsor Hos- 
pital Management Com. propose emergency 
maternity unit at Heatherwood Hospital. 

ATCHAM.—RDC propose erection of 250 
dwellings in future housing programme. 

AUGHTON.—CoE Auth. propose erection 
of new sch. at Long-la. 

AYLESBURY.—BC have approved plans 
for the erection of 163 houses and garages 
for H. C. Janes Ltd., 189 High Town-rd., 
Luton. 

BAKEWELL.—RDC propose erection of 
20 dwellings for old people and 20 dwellings 
for slum clearance, on various sites. 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS. — BC propose 
re-modelling Victoria county infants’ sch. 

BEESTON & STAPLEFORD.—C. T. Whit- 
ing (Investments) Ltd. propose erection of 
multi-storey flats at Queens-rd.... Sher- 
wood Construction Co. Ltd. propose erec- 
tion of 39 flats and ten garages at Cedar-ave. 

BERKSHIRE.—Education Committee has 
approved in principle provision of youth 
centres at Bracknell and Maidenhead. Est. 
£15,000 each, and covered sports stadium at 
Bulmershe, nr. Reading. 

BILLINGE.—Wigan & Leigh Hospital 
Management Com. propose new maternity 
block at Billinge Hospital. 

BISLEY.—CoE Auth. propose new sch. on 
site of ‘Orchard House.’ 

BLACKBURN. — Ragged School propose 
development scheme at Bent-st. Est. £20,000. 

BLACKBURN.—Manchester Regional Hos- 
pital Bd. propose erection of new boiler 
house at Queens Park Hospital. ... Ine 
Trustees of Trinity Methodist Church pro- 
pose rebuilding church at Preston New-rd. 

BLACKBURN.—At a cost of £49,220 the 
Corporation are to build an old people’s 
hostel in Burnley-rd. 

BLACKPOOL.—BC propose erection of 
new fire station at Blackpool North. 

BLANDFORD (Dorset). — RDC _has 
approved preliminary lay-out plan for 28 
dwellings and eight garages on 2}-acre site 





Contracts Placed 


We are glad to receive from 
architects and quantity surveyors 
for publication details of contracts 
placed to the value of £20,000 or 
over. Such information should 
reach the Editor as soon as pos- 
sible after the contract is signed. 
Names of the architect and other 
consultants associated should be 
given. 











adjoining Hopsfield estate at Milborne St. 
Andrew... . C is negotiating for pur- 
chase of site at Blandford St. Mary in con- 
nection with scheme to build 38 dwelling; 
and ten garages. 

BLAYDON (Co. Durham).~UDC is to try 
to purchase land at Lilley-ter., Rowlands 
Gill, which will accommodate about 30 
houses. 

BOLDON (Co. Durham).—Gordon Durham 
& Co. Ltd., bldrs. and contrs., Moor-la. 
Boldon, are to erect 50 houses at the rear of 
Sunniside-ter., Cleadon.... L. W. Evans & 
Co., bldrs., 18 Norfolk-st., Sunderland, are 
seeking permission to erect houses at ‘he 
Close, Whitburn. 

BOLTON.—EC propose adaptations and 
extensions at Roscoe Fold CoE sch.... A. 
Vernon & Sons Ltd. propose erection of 
showroom/garage/filling station at Crook- 
st. . . . BC propose extension to public 
abattoir. 

BOLTON.—The North Western Electricity 
Bd. is to build a multi-storey office block 
combined with a depot, workshop and garage 
in Manchester-rd., Bolton. 

BORDON (Hants.).—Major improvements 
are to be made to Bordon Camp. Est. £14m. 
St. Lucia Barracks are to be modernised to 
provide accommodation for infantry bat- 
talion, est. £4m. Work will commence in 
the summer. Louisburgh and Barbados Bar- 
racks are also being modernised; cost here 
is £120,000. 

BRACKNELL.—Mrs. R. Cottage proposes 
the erection of 66 flats in five blocks at Lyn- 
wood Chare. Inquiry to be held on April 12. 

BURNLEY.—Lucas Gas Turbine Equip- 
ment Ltd. propose erection of new factory 
on 15-acre site at Eastern-ave. 

BURY.—BC propose developing five acres 
land for housing purposes at Springside-rd., 
Walmersley. 


BUXTON.—Derbys EC propose erection of 


prim. sch. at Burbage Golf Links.... Fern- 
park Investment Co. Ltd. propose conversion 
of Pavilion Hotel into flats.... Mr. G 
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Jones proposes erection of flats and garages 
at Corbar-rd. . harles Jones Develop- 
ment Ltd. propose residential development at 
Burbage Old Golf Links. ... Mr. C. W. 
Harris proposes residential development in 
grounds of Coldsprings, Manchester-rd. 

CAERNS.—EC propose erection of new 
Welsh sch. at Llandudno during 1961-62. 

CARLISLE.—Howard Collings Companies, 
London, propose supermarket at Botchergate 
to plans by M. Lyell, 16 Yeomans Row, 
Brompton-rd., London, ee Ss | 
Phillips, Grosvenor House, Warwick-sq., 
Carlisle, is the architect for proposed St. 
Bede’s RC prim. sch. 

CASTLE WARD (Northumberland).—Cun- 
ningham & Forster, builders, Kenton-la., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to erect houses on 
ten acres of land at Coach-la., Hazlerigg. 
Architects are Newcombe & Newcombe, 23 
Eldon-sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

CHANDLER’S FORD (Hants.). — Town 
Planning Committee of Eastleigh BC has 
agreed to grant further outline permission 
for erection of 30 shop units, showroom and 
offices, 25 maisonettes and car park, on land 
adjoining Central Club, Winchester-rd. 

CHAPEL-EN-LE-FRITH.—RDC propose 
erection of aged persons’ bungalows at 
Meadow-ave., Peak Dale. 

CHARVIL.—Rened Ray (Builders) Ltd., 
Terrace-rd., Binfield, propose erection of 32 
houses at Park Drive-rd. 

CHERTSEY.—TC propose 20 maisonettes 
at Oaklands; ten houses at Broomfield-rd.; 
36 housing units at Fairoaks; flat develop- 
ment at Addlestone Centre; new office block 
at Addlestone. 

CHESTER.—Provision of concert hall and 
theatre is under consideration by TC and 
Chester Federation of Art. 

CHESTERFIELD.—Sheffield Regional Hos- 
pital Bd. propose major improvements at 
Whittington Hall Hospital. . . . Robt. 
McGregor & Sons Ltd., Manchester, propose 
industrial development at Turnoaks-la. area. 

COLWYN BAY.—BC propose residential 
development at Rhiw-rd. 

CONGLETON.—UDC propose erection of 
33 bungalows during 1961. 

CONSETT.—W. B. Millhouse Ltd., bldrs., 
Hartington-st., Consett, are seeking perniis- 
sion to erect houses in Medomsley-rd., to 
plans by Eltringham & Lowes, Derwent-st., 
Blackhill. 

COOKHAM.—RDC to acquire 6}-acre site 
at Woodlands Park for housing purposes. 

COULSDON.—Surrey EC propose infants’ 
sch. and additional classrooms at Ridgeway 
CP sch. Est. £58,408. 

CRAWLEY.—Mr. Brooke, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, has told a 
deputation from Crawley, Sussex, that he 
was able to agree to an extension of the 
town’s housing programme. 

CRAWLEY.—UDC has given permission 
to the Mormon Church to erect a chapel and 
hall in Horsham-rd. at est. cost of £147,000. 
Architects are T. P. Bennett and Son, 
London. 

CREWE.—Ches. CC propose erection of 
College of Further Education during 1961-62, 
£600,000 est. BC propose housing 
development, including multi-storey block 
flats at Moat House farm site. 

CROOK (Co. Durham).—The Industrial 
Managements Corpn., Team Valley, Gates- 
head, are to erect an office block at New-rd., 
Crook. Architects are Fennell & Baddiley. 

CROWTHORNE.—The Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research are con- 
sidering erection of a radio telescope at 
Lower Star Point. 

CROYDON.—The Radwell Group, Ltd., 
have announced that a new building is 
planned for a site in Dingwall-ave., close to 
East Croydon station and opposite Norfolk 
House, and is expected to be completed early 
in 1962. It will provide about 25,000 square 
feet of space, on ground and six upper floors. 
The main part of the building will be carried 
on stilts above ground level and the ground 
floor itself will be devoted to car parking, 
providing space for 23 cars. The scheme, to 
a design by Raymond Spratley and Partners, 
is estimated to cost about £250,000. 
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CUMBS.—EC propose erection of new 
county sec. sch. at Aspatria. Est. £153,344. 
DARLINGTON.—H. B. Richardson, 3 
Skinnergate, Darlington, is the architect for 
additions to Darlington Club and Institute, 
High Northgate, and garage and offices at 
Valley-st. north, for R. A. Hunter. . 
Industrial & Marine Salvage Ltd., Station- 
rd., Hetton, Co. Durham, propose ‘industrial 
buildings at Union-pl.... Plans have been 
approved for a supermarket at Northgate 
for Larches Estates Ltd. Architects are 
Gillinson & Barnett, 8 Queens-sq., Leeds 2. 

DURHAM.—CC is to start work in the 
midsummer on the erection of the new Jar- 
row West Simonside mod. sch., which will 
be built under the CLASP system. ss 
William Leech Ltd., bldrs. and contrs., St. 
James-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to erect 
155 houses at Framwellgate Moor and plans 
have been approved. 

DURHAM.—CC has submitted to the 
Home Office for approval, an £83,000 scheme 
for the construction of a remand home in 
the grounds of Penshaw-hse., nr. Houghton- 
le-Spring. County A iseG. W. Gelson. 

EASTRY (Kent).—RDC will build 50 
dwelling houses in its 1961 programme, the 
majority being bungalows tor old people in 
the villages. 

ESHER.—RDC _ propose aged _ persons’ 
dwellings opposite All Saints’ Church. 


FAILSWORTH.—RC Auth. seeking site 
for new Church to replace St. Mary’s 
Church. 


FLEET (Hants).—Fleet Planning Com. has 
received application to demolish Lismoyne 


Hotel, Branksome-rd., and use of land for 
erection of 45 flats, licensed restaurant and 
garages. 

FLEETWOOD.—RC Auth. propose erec- 
tion of sec. sch. at Melbourne-ave. Est. 
£200,000. 

GATESHEAD.—Wimpey & Co. Ltd., 
Orchard-hse., Fenwick-ter.. Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, and Stanley Miller Ltd., North-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, who are already building 
houses for Gateshead Corpn., have been 


invited to submit schemes for multi-storey 
dwellings in the Bensham/Rectory-rd. area. 

GODALMING.—TC propose the redevelop- 
ment of Raleigh-pl. for housing purposes. 

GOLBORNE.—Lancs. EC seek Ministry 
approval for erection of new mixed sec. mod. 
sch. 

GUILDFORD.—TC propose the redevelop- 
ment of 19-77 Riverside by the erection of 
1) flats.... R. Holford & Co. Ltd. to erect 
factory at Woodbridge Meadows Industrial 
Estate for Transformers & Rectifiers Ltd.... 
\pplication has been made by a development 


company for redevelopment of Pannel’s-ct. 
and 32-36 Chertsey-st. by the erection of 
shops and offices. 

HALIFAX.—BC propose phase II of 
development at Victoria Hall. Est. 
£59,500.... Leeds Regional Hospital Bd. 


propose improvements outpatients’ dept. and 


sanitary facilities at St. John’s Hospital. Est. 
£41,000. 
HAMBLEDON.—RDC propose the erec- 


tion of 43 houses in 1961. 

HAVANT (Hants).—Planning Com. has 
approved the erection of 48 flats at Meadow- 
E, Butler (South- 


lands. Developers are H. 

ea) Ltd 

ILKESTON.—G. Wimpey & Co. Ltd. pro- 
pose residential development adjacent to 
Kirk Hallam estate. BC propose erec- 
tion 108 dwellings at Kirk Hallam estate dur- 
ing 1961-62. 

JARROW.— factory costing about 


£35,000 is to be built at Jarrow for Neolith 
L td., makers of wood wool and roofing slabs, 
157 Elswick-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. The 
building will be erected under the authority 
of the Estates Management Corpn., Team 
Valley Trading estate, Gateshead. An archi- 
tect will be appointed shortly. 

JARROW.—William Leech Ltd., builders, 
St. James’-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are seek- 
ing permission to erect 18 semi-detached 
houses, 66 terrace houses, and 85 garages in 
Breamish-st. area. 

KENT.—A building programme of nine 
new schools and four major extensions or 
adaptations is to be put before the Minister 
of Education for approval by Gillingham 
seeeen Committee, Kent, for 1963-64 and 

-65, 


KINGSTON-ON-THAMES. — The North 
Surrey Joint Sewerage Bd. propose new offices 
and boardroom at Marsh-la. Architects are 
Austin Vernon & Ptnrs., 5 Buckingham-pl., 
London, SWI. 

LANCS.—EC  has_ received Ministry 
approval for erection of day special schools 
at Kirkby/Haslingden. . . . RDC propose 
erection of 30 aged persons’ dwellings in 
various parishes. ... Manchester Regional 
Hospital Bd. propose area laundry at Lan- 
caster Moor Hospital. 


LANGLEY (Bucks.).—Northampton RC 
Diocese propose new prim. sch. Architect 
la Berners-st., London, 


is Justin H. Alleyn, 
wil. 


LARNE (Co. Antrim).—BC have approved 
a scheme for the provision of new playing 
fields at the old golf course, Craigy Hill. 
Est. £25,000. 

LEATHERHEAD.—Surrey CC propose 
extensions to police station and erection of 
police houses. Est. £23,000. ... Unilever 
propose developing 84-acre site at the Down- 
side estate as a research centre. 

LEEDS.—F. R. Evans proposes erection of 
16-storey office block at Albion-st.... Fol- 
lowing for TC: New comprehensive sch. at 
Cross Green; aged persons’ hostels at Kirk- 
stall/Ebordene; extensions to Gledhow 
Manor hostel. 

LEEDS.—RC propose erection of new fire 
station. Est. £50,000. 

LIVERPOOL.—Serron Investments Ltd. 
propose erection of offices and showrooms 
and warehouse at Devon-st. 

LIVERPOOL.—Following for TC: 12 three- 
storey flats/three garages at Belvidere-rd./ 
Devonshire-rd.; 60 two-storey dwellings at 
Jericho Farm, Jericho-la.; two multi-storey 
blocks, each containing 64 flats at Menlove- 
ave./Vale-rd.; 36 flats at Rankin-st./Mill-st.; 
75 three- -storey flats and 26 garages at Ley- 
field-rd., Sandfield Park East; aged persons’ 
hostel at Acrefield-rd.. Woolton; 15 three- 
storey flats and ten four-storey maisonettes 
at Steble-st./Upper Essex-st.; 21 dwellings at 
Altcross-rd. /Sceptre-rd., Croxteth. 

LONDONDERRY. City C has been re- 
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commended to carry out improvements to 
Eastway, Creggan. Est. £29,529. 

LUTON.—BC propose civil defence head- 
quarters at New-st. Est. £31,371. 

LYMINGTON (Hants.).——BC is to consider 
scheme for stabilisation of cliffs and protec- 
tion of beach at Barton-on-Sea. Est. 
£452,000. 

LYMINGTON (Hants.).—BC has approved 
revised plan of proposed Town Hall to be 
built on site off Stanford Hill, Lymington, 
showing overall reduction in size of approx. 
12 per cent and instructed its architect, Mr. 
E. Dexter, to poten speee plans and 
specifications. Est. £117, . Boro’ E has 
been instructed to Hole schemes for 
modernising 74 houses at Flushards estate, 
Lymington, and 20 houses at Northfield-rd., 
Milford-on-sea. 

LYTHAM ST. ANNES.—Lytham St. Annes 
Property Co. Ltd. propose erection of 19 
three-storey terraced houses at Seaton-cres. 
and nine pairs of sd bungalows and garages 
at Kilgrimol-gdns. . . . Fernpark Building 
Co. Ltd. propose erection of 23 bungalows 
garages at Lowton-rd. J. Holden & Son 
Ltd. propose factory extensions/13 garages at 
Lorne-st. District Bank Ltd. propose 
extensions at rear of Dicconson-ter. . 
Louis Tussauds Waxworks (Blackpool) Ltd. 
propose erection of 53 flats/53 maisonettes 
104 garages at Squires Gate-la. / New-rd. 

MACCLESFIELD.—BC propose using 30 


acres land at Congleton-rd./Moss-la. area 
for residential development. 
MACCLESFIELD. — Imperial Chemical 


Industries Ltd. are to build a factory for 
their Pharmaceuticals Division on the Hurds- 
field industrial estate at Macclesfield. 
MANCHESTER.—The Trustees of Man- 
chester City Mission propose erection of new 
church/ancillary rooms at Royalthorn-rd., 
Wythenshawe. . . . Wilson’s Brewery Ltd. 
propose erection of two-storey offices at 
Monsall-rd.. Newton Heath. 
MANCHESTER.—TC considering with 
BoT plans for multi-storey blocks factory 
flats. . . . Phase II of Wythenshawe Hos- 
pital during 1964-65 for Manchester Regional 
Hospital Bd. . . . RC Diocese of Salford 
propose new sec. sch. at Beverley-st., Black- 
ley. ... Hammerson Group of Companies, 
London, W1, propose office block and show- 
room with basement car park at Booth-st.... 
Following for TC: 2,000 dwellings during 
1961-62, £6,042,000; 3,350 dwellings during 
1962-63, £7,709,000 est.; 3,750 dwellings dur- 
ing 1963-64, £8,075,000 est. 
MANSFIELD.—Whiteley Electrical Radio 
Co. Ltd. propose factory extensions at Vic- 
toria-st. W. H. Smith & Son Ltd. 
propose erection of warehouse at Newgate- 
la.... BC propose 26 aged persons’ dwell- 
ings/48 flats/six houses/40 garages/aged 
persons’ meeting room at Debdale estate. 
MERE & TISBURY.—RDC is to build 42 
bungalows, 6 houses and 4 flats at Tisbury, 
and 4 flats, 2 houses and 3 two-bed. bunga- 
lows at Mere. 
MOLD.—Wm._ Bradshaw (Contractors) 
Ltd., Wallasey, propose residential develop- 
ment at Gwernaffield-rd. 
MONMOUTHSHIRE. — Education Com. 
are to spend £934,200 on building projects 
in the county during the 1961-62 period. It 
is the highest figure ever put aside by the 
committee for this purpose. 
NANTWICH.—Ches. EC propose improve- 
ments and adaptations to county sec. sch. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. — Plans have 
been prepared by Ryder & Yates, 87 Jesmond- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for the erection of 
a welfare centre and flats at Fawdon for the 


City C. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. — Wallpaper 
Stores Ltd., Crown-hse., Armley-rd., Leeds, 
are planning the erection of a four-storey 
extension to their premises in Clayton-st. and 
Low Friar-st. . . MoE has approved a 
revised scheme for stage 5 of the new 
Rutherford College of Technology. The cost 
will be £146,620. Plans by the City A. 

NORTH SHIELDS.—W. B. Edwards & 
Ptnrs., 5-6 Claremont-bldgs., Eldon-pl., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, are the architects for new 
offices to be built for the North Shields ship- 
repairing firm of Messrs. Smith’s Dock Co. 
Ltd. The building will cover about 30,000 
sq. ft., but the scheme is still in the sketch 
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plan stage, and it will be some months before 
tenders are invited. 

NORTH SHIELDS.—Tyne Brand Products 
Ltd., ice manufacturers and canners, Bell-st., 
North Shields, are to extend their factory at 
Brewhouse Bank, North Shields. No con- 
tracts have been let. Architects are A. K. 
Tasker and Partners, 25 New Bridge-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

NORTHWICH.—UDC propose residential 
development at Leftwich Foundry. 

NOTTINGHAM.—Edward Gray & Co. pro- 
pose block 32 flats and eight houses at Lin- 
coln Circus. ... Geo. H. Fletcher & Sons 
Ltd., Heanor, propose erection of multi-storey 
office block/shops/restaurant/car park at 
junction of Hounds Gate/Maid Marion- 
way. ... Miss W. Gardiner proposes erec- 
tion of flats/garages at Hollies-cres. 

OLDHAM.—BC propose 2nd phase of Col- 
lege of Further Education. Est. £420,000. 

ORMSKIRK. — Adult mental training 
ont during 1963-64 is proposed by Lancs. 


OSWESTRY. — TC has approved the 
building of a new £200,000 cattle market at 
Rod Meadows. 

OXFORD.—Senate of the University pro- 
pose new library and institute at Manor-rd., 
Holywell, £4m. estimated. Plans are by Sir 
Leslie Martin, The King’s Mill, Great 
Shelford, Cambridge. . Regional Hospital 
Bd. propose new headquarters. Est. £187,400. 

PADIHAM.—UDC propose erection of 150 
dwellings on site adjacent to technical sch. 

PONTYPOOL.—UDC has approved the 
plans for the erection of 336 houses in the 
council’s Trevethin area. 

PORTSMOUTH.—Joint Committee for the 
Development of Southsea Castle has agreed 
in principle to a 200-bedroom hotel scheme. 
Est. £lm. to be built in the Castle grounds. 

POULTON-LE-FYLDE.— Premier __ Foot- 
wear (Fleetwood) Ltd. are to build a new 
£100,000 factory in Garstang-rd. east. 

PRESTON.—CC propose erection of new 
office block overlooking Miller Park. 

RINGWOOD (Hants.). — Mr. George 
Vowles, owner of Matchams Park, nr. Ring- 
wood, has prepared plans for an_ inter- 
national motor racing circuit at Matchams 
Park. Est. £110,000. 

ROCHDALE.—John Holroyd & Co. Ltd., 
Milnrow, propose extension to _ existing 
works. 

ROMSEY (Hants). — BC has approved 
plans and proposed lay-out on land to be 
acquired by BC in Church-st., Romsey, for 
erection of municipal buildings to be shared 
with CC. 

ROMSEY & STOCKBRIDGE (Hants.).— 
RDC’s housing programme approved for next 
year is 20 dwellings. 

ROTHERHAM.—British Transport Com- 
mission propose erection of light industrial 
buildings off Main-st. . . . Balfour Labora- 
tories Ltd. propose erection of new factory 
at Eastwood trading estate. ... RDC propose 
erection of 20 flats/18 dwellings/2 bunga- 
lows at various areas. . BC propose 
erection of new . baths during 1961- 
62. Est. £175,000 

ROTHERHAM. —Following for BC: Erec- 
tion of flats at Broom Valley; housing/flats at 
Kimberworth Park; flatlets at East Hill. 

SALFORD.—Following for TC: Erection 
of 632 dwellings on overspill site at Higher 
Irlam; extensions to Peel Park Technical 
College. 

SELBY.—UDC are to seek approval to 
plans for 20 single-bedroomed bungalows to 
be built in 1961 

SETTLE.—RDC propose erection of 62 
dwellings during 1961. 

SHEERNESS.—Plans for developing Sheer- 
ness harbour are believed to be behind nego- 
tiations to take over Sheerness town pier by 
Sheerness Harbour Co., Ltd. The pier, which 
is now owned by a firm of shipping agents, 
adjoins the former Sheerness Admiralty 
dockyard. When the company took over 
the dockyard from the Admiralty last April 
it was with the idea of developing it as a 
trading estate. 

SHEFFIELD.—Following for Regional 
Hospital Bd.: New maternity unit at Coal- 
ville; 26-bed maternity block at Grantham 
& Kesteven General; occupational therapy 


dept. at The Towers, Humberstone; exten- 
sions to Rotherham Hospital; extensions to 
physiotherapy dept. at City Hospital, Not- 
tingham; male nurses’ accommodation at 
Carlton Hayes, Narborough; outpatients’ 
dept. at General Hospital, Ilkeston. 
SHREWSBURY. — Birmingham Regional 
Hospital Bd. propose new maternity unit at 
Copthorne Hospital. Est. £500,000. . . 
Fletcher Estates Ltd. to develop land at Old 
Heath Farm, Harlescott, for residential and 
industrial purposes. 
STAFFORD.—Following for TC: Erection 
of crematorium at Tixall-rd, £77,000 est.; 
extra accommodation at Brownhills High 
School during 1961-62. 
STANDISH.—UDC propose erection of 56 
dwellings during 1961. 
SUNDERLAND.—During 1961-62, the TC 
is to spend £400,000 improving roads, sewers, 
and lighting, and a similar amount on re- 
development work in the central area... . 
The Corporation Health Committee is to 
spend £30,000 on a new ambulance depot at 
Hylton-rd. . . . TC expects to make a start 
during the present year on the construction 
of £254,000 swimming baths in Barnes Park- 


rd. 

SWINDON.—BC to invite tenders for addi- 
tional factory and offices for the Clover Leaf 
Packing & Tool Co. Ltd., and factory and 
office accommodation ffor the Sealey 
Engineering Co. Ltd., at industrial estate. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS (Kent).—TC has 
approved plans for 36 flats in six blocks on 
land on the north side of Lake-rd. and 
Culverden Down. Developers are Gaynes- 
ford Investments Ltd. 

URMSTON.—Lancs. CC propose erection 
of branch library at Davyhulme. Est. £28,750. 

WAKEFIELD.—Wakefield Shirt Co. Ltd. 
propose extensions to factory at Thornes-la. 


wharf. 

WALSALL.—Following for BC: Public 
hall at Bloxwich, £55,000 est.; 5 blocks of 
flats at Dudleys Fields estate. 

WARRINGTON.—BC propose erection of 
gymnasium block/art room at Richard Fair- 
clough boys’ sec. sch. Est. £24,296. 

WATFORD.—BC approved plans for 26 
bungalows and 20 houses at Horseshoe-la., 
Leavesden and 34 flats and 36 garages 
adjoining the Three Horseshoes Public 
House, Leavesden, for Rice Bros., Ltd., 
Hampstead-rd., Watford. 

WEDNESBURY.—BC propose residential 
development at Hydes-rd. site. 

WELLINGTON.—RDC propose erection 
of 70 dwellings at Donnington. 

WESTBURY (Wilts.).—Approval in prin- 
ciple has been given to Associated Portland 
Cement Mfg. Co. Ltd. for a new cement 
works to be built to the south-east of the 
town. Final plans are expected to be sub- 
mitted to MH&LG shortly. Est. £3-4m. 

WEST HARTLEPOOL.—TC has authorised 
the Boro’ E to prepare a report on the pro- 
posed development of the Mill House site 
as a multi-sports centre. 

WHITLEY BAY.—Northumberland EC is 
to proceed with a scheme for extensions to 
Whitley Bay county sec. sch., and tenders 
are being obtained. 

WINCHESTER.—TC propose extension 
and development of market. Est. £45,000. 

WINDSOR.—North West Metropolitan 
Regional Hospital Bd. propose out-patients’, 
casualty and x-ray departments at King 
Edward VII Hospital. Est. £195,000. 

WIRKSWORTH.—Derbys. EC propose 
erection of new infants’ sch. at Oathill. 

WOKING.—UDC approved plans for 54 
flats at Alpha-rd., Maybury estate. 

WOKINGHAM. — Plans. submitted to 
RDC: 101 houses at Southlake estate, Wood- 
ley, for J. T. Cook & Son Ltd., Reading; 187 
houses, 12 shops and petrol Service station 
at Church-rd. for P. H. Smith (Reading) 
Ltd.; 150 houses at Colmans Moor-la., 
Woodley, for H. A. Coff Ltd., Woodley. 

WORKSOP.—RC Auth. propose erection 
of new sec. sch. during 1961-62. Est. £66,700. 


TENDERS 


(a) Denotes accepted. 

(pa) Denotes provisionally accepted. 

(ra) Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

(aM) Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

(Gp) Denotes accepted subject to approval by appro- 
priate Government Department. 
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ALNWICK.—Erection of garage, work- 
shop and office at Powburn for N. Pringle & 
Co. Ltd., Powburn. (A) G. & T. Robinson, 
Bridge-st., Warkworth, Northumberland. 

BALLYMONEY (Co. Antrim).—Construc- 
tion of a dam at Altnahinch on the River 
Bush for RDC. (A) Reed & Mallik Ltd., Muir 
of Ord, Ross-shire, £674,125. 

BATLEY.—Erection of 36 houses, 12 flats, 
garages and roads in central area redevelop- 
ag & scheme for BC. (A) Geo. Wimpey & 

fe) 

BEDS. —Special sch. at Kempston for CC. 
(A) Arthur Sanders Ltd., Rectory-rd., Rush- 
den, £39,917. 

BIRKENHEAD.—New fire station and 
officers’ dwellings at Woodchurch for BC. 
(A) John McGeoch & Sons Ltd., Kirkby trad- 
ing estate, Liverpool, £44,509. 

BIRMINGHAM.—Following for City C: 
Erection of 35 dwellings and 23 garages at 
Malvern-rd., Acocks Green. (A) Hunt & 
Percy Ltd., £70,453. Erection of 20 dwellings 
and 46 garages at Hollybank-rd., Kings 
Heath. (A) Gilligan Bros. Ltd., Birmingham 
28, £43,570. Erection of 68 dwellings at 
Overgreen-dr., Kingshurst Hall estate. (a) 
G. Wimpey & Co. Ltd., £185,770. Erection 
of 68 dwellings and 25 garages at Nazareth- 
hse. (A) G. Wimpey & Co. Ltd., £196,553. 

BLACKPOOL.—Stores and offices at 
Coleridge-rd. depot, for Fylde Water Bd. 
(foundations & r.c. superstructure). (A) 
Brown & Jackson Ltd., Fleetwood. 

BLANTYRE (Scotland).—Construction of 
new office blocks and administrative build- 
ings for Castrol Group of Companies. (a) 
G. Wimpey & Co. Ltd., £107,000. 

BRACKNELL (Berks.).—Construction of 
in-situ r.c. foundations and structural frame- 
work for a three-storey office development 
for Mac Fisheries Ltd. (Main contrs.: J. M. 
Jones Ltd.) (a) The Modular Concrete Co. 
Ltd., Norbury, SW16, £27,500. 

BROMLEY.—Extension to store for F. 
Medhurst Ltd. Architect is H. G. Payne. 
Quantity surveyor is F. Wood. (a) Higgs & 
Hill Ltd., £150,000. 

CAERNARVON.—New factory at Griffiths 
Crossing for Ferodo Ltd. (A) Taylor Wood- 
row Construction Ltd. Est. £13}m. 

CARMARTHENSHIRE. — Reconstruction 
and improvement work in Amman Valley for 
the Joint Sewerage Bd. C. D. C. Braine & 
Ptnrs., constg. engrs. (A) Norwest Construc- 
tion Co. Ltd., £201,000 (civil engineering 
work). 

CHELMSFORD.—Extension (No. 2) of 
Brookend Sewage Disposal Works, at Spring- 
field, Chelmsford, for BC. (a) Howard Far- 
row Ltd. £458,950. 

CHESTERFIELD.—Erection of 44 dwell- 
ings at Hunloke-ave. for BC. (A) A. Pearson 
& Co. Ltd., Ridgeway, nr. Sheffield, £55,056. 

ECCLES.—Extensions to factory at Bent- 
cliffe-wks. for Lancro Chemicals Ltd. (a) W. 
Snape & Sons Ltd., Eccles. 

HERTS.—Erection of Hemel Hempstead 
College of Further Ed. for CC. Architect is 
G. C. Fardell (County A). (a) Y. J. Lovell 
(Bucks.) Ltd., £346,306. 

HUNTINGDON.—Erection of 20 ‘ Home- 
ville’ flats and bungalows at Brampton for 
RDC. (a) F. B. Thackray & Co. Ltd. 

JARROW.—Erection of 109 houses, three 
shops and 24 garages at Queens-rd. for TC. 
(A) Direct labour, £181,000. 

LEEDS.—Erection of seven-storey offices 
at Park-row for Prudential Assurance Co. 
Ltd. (A) W. J. Simms Sons & Cooke Ltd., 
Sherwood, Nottingham. 

(Gp) LONDON (Admiralty). — Particulars 
of contract over £4,000 in value: Kent: 
Reconstruction of roads, rail tracks and 
ancillary works; Bensted Contrs. Ltd., Maid- 
stone. 

(Gp) LONDON (Air Ministry).—Contracts 
to the value of £4,000 or over for week 
ended February 3: Building work: Cran- 
well, Sleaford, Lincs., Rush & Tompkins 
Ltd., 109 Station-rd., Sidcup, Kent. Burton- 
wood, Warrington, Lancs., J. R. Ashall Ltd., 
Greenway, Manchester-rd., Paddington, War- 
rington, Lancs. Chicksands, Shefford, Beds.; 
Robert Marriott Ltd., Midland Works, 
Rushden, Northants, Stafford; Seddon 
(Stoke) Ltd., 55 Duke-st., Fenton, Stoke-on- 
Trent, Staffs. Benson, Oxford; Thomas Lowe 
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Frank R. Eccleshare Ltd., Dixon-st., Lincoln, 
Lincs. Catterick, Richmond, Yorks.; Walter 
Thompson (Contractors) Ltd., 17 North End, 
Northallerton, Yorkshire. Construction of 
aircraft readiness platform: Burtonwood, 
Lancs.; Tarmac Civil Engineering Ltd., 
Ettingshall, Wolverhampton. Construction 
of taxiway: Prestwick Airport, Ayrshire; 
Richard Costain (Civil Engineering) Ltd., 
111 Westminster Bridge-rd., London, SEI. 
Artificers’ work: West Drayton, Middx.; 
Haymills (Contractors) Ltd., Empire House, 
Hanger Green. Western-ave., London, W5. 

(cp) LONDON (British Railways).—Recent 
contracts placed by North Eastern Region. 
Construction of two bridges and a subway 
at Lamesley new marshalling yard; Mitchell 
Construction Co. Ltd., Peterborough. 
Resurfacing of roadways and fixing of 
sleeper ends at Bradford Valley goods 
depot, J. Hinchcliffe & Son Ltd., Barnsley. 

(Gp) LONDON (British Railways).—Recent 
contracts placed by North Eastern region: 
Reconstruction of the roadway at Walker- 
gate Carriage & Wagon Works; Wm. T. 
Wallace & Son Ltd., Newcastle. Demolition 
of buildings and supply of new pavings at the 
modernised Bradford Hammerton-st. diesel 
depot; F. & J. Watkinson, Bradford. Supply 
and erection of a comprehensive lighting 
installation at the new marshalling yards, 
Newport, nr. Middlesbrough; British Insu- 
lated Callender’s Cables Ltd., Belvedere. 
Construction of a new inquiry office and 
staff amenities at Bradford Exchange Station; 
F. & J. Watkinson, Bradford. 

(cD) LONDON (Metropolitan Police).— 
Result of recent contract: Erection of Metro- 
politan magistrates’ court and offices at 
Lavender Hill, Wandsworth, SW11l; Harry 
Neal Ltd., £264,852. 

(Gb) LONDON (MoW).—Contracts placed 
for week ended January 28: Carmarthen- 
shire: Alterations and adaptations at Branch 
Post Office. Morriston, Swansea; Griffith 
Davies & Co. Ltd., Paxton-yard, Swansea. 
Cheshire: Extension to telephone exchange, 
Woodley; Contractors (Manchester) Ltd., 
Grey-st., Reddish, Stockport. Durham: Erec- 
tion of workshop and welfare building, 
Ministry of Transport, Stockton-on-Tees; F. 
Shepherd & Son Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., York. 
Lancashire: Erection of wash and lubricating 
bay, Post Office Engineer’s depot, Hallgate. 
Wigan; Thos. Collier & Sons Ltd., Brown-st.- 
wks., Leigh. London: Heating scheme at 
Whitehall District; Simmons & Hawker Ltd., 
North Feltham trading estate, Central-way, 
Feltham, Middx. Internal decorations at 
Kelvin-hse., Judd-st., WCl; C. & T. Painters 
Ltd., Mordaunt-rd., NW10. Middlesex: Erec- 
tion of sorting office, Twickenham; J. Car- 
michael (Contrs.) Ltd., 331 Trinity-rd., 
London, SW18. Erection of sub-district post 
office, Hanwell; G. Moss & Sons Ltd., Lady 
Margaret-rd., Southall. Nottinghamshire: 
Extension of automatic telephone exchange, 
Old-rd., Arnold, Nottingham; Gee, Walker & 
Slater Ltd., Uttoxeter Old-rd., Derby. 
Oxfordshire: Internal decorations at tem- 
porary office building, Marston-rd., Oxford; 
J. J. Hamilton & Sons Ltd., 4 Perrin-st., Head- 
ington, Oxford. Surrey: Decoration work at 
Joint Office Building, Tolworth; Spraycraft 
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Co. Ltd., Palace-rd., Bromley, Kent. 

(cp) LONDON (War  Dept.).—Contracts 
placed for week ended January 20: Cumber- 
land: Thermal insulation at Carlisle; Kitsons 
Insulations Ltd., Warrington. Hampshire: 
Building at Winchester; Healy & Evans Ltd., 
Fareham. Painting and decorating in Alder- 
shot area; Donald Humberstone & Co. Ltd., 
Louth. Hertfordshire: Drainage at Bushey; 
Y. J. Lovell (Bucks.) Ltd., Gerrards Cross. 
London: Building at E7; Stox (Contractors) 
Ltd., London, N22. Midlothian: Miscel- 
laneous at Edinburgh; A. T. Rolland Ltd., 
Dunfermline. Staffordshire: Miscellaneous 
at Lichfield; A. & R. Astbury, Cannock. 

MANSFIELD.—New office premises at 
Radcliffe Gate for East Midlands Electricity 
Bd. (A) G. Shipman & Son Ltd., Riddings, 
Derbys 

OAKENGATES. —New headquarters at 
Charlton-st. for Oakengates Old People’s 
Welfare Com. (A) D. B. Evans (Bilston) Ltd. 

SHOREDITCH.—Erection of blocks 8, 9, 
10, 13 and 14 (105 dwellings) on Acton 
estate for MBC (Gp) H. Richardson & Sons 
Ltd., £258,206. 

SOUTH SHIELDS.—Factory extension at 
Maxwell-st. for Go-Gay Shoes Ltd. Archi- 
tects are M. & H. Gatoff, 26 Mosley-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. (A) Christie & Burchell, 
Nile-st., South Shields. 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—Erection of 93 
houses at Hardwick for TC. (A) R. B. Bain- 
bridge Ltd., Prudential-bldgs., High-st., 
Stockton-on-Tees, £145,877. 

SWANSCOMBE.-—Erection of 22 ‘ Home- 
ville’ dwellings at Manor Farm estate for 
UDC. (A) A. Colnet. 

UCKFIELD (Sussex).—Erection of six 
shops with maisonettes over and six garages 
at rear for Amalgamated Freehold Invest- 
ments Ltd. H. Bingham Towner, architect. 
(A) Y. J. Lovell (Sussex) Ltd., £32,162. 

WEST BRIDGFORD.—Erection of 44 
*‘Homeville’ flats and communal room for 
elderly people at Rugby-rd./Byron-rd. for 
UDC. (A) M. D. Sweeney & Palmer Ltd. 

YORK.—Erection of a bridge and approx. 
770 yd. of approach roads over the River 
Derwent, Kexby, for MoT. (A) Yorkshire 
Hennebique Contracting Co. Ltd., £111,293. 
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